
 

 

Hughenden Parochial Council 

Minutes of Meeting - Thursday 10th July 2025 at 7.30pm in Church House 

 

Present 

Clergy:   Rev Keith Johnson 

Churchwardens:  Andrew Cole, Frank Hawkins (Lay Chair at this meeting) 

Elected:  Julia Grant, Roger Grant, Liz Moseley, Antony Rippon, Mark 

Sherrington, Colin Wilkinson, Pauline Wilkinson  

Secretary:   Susan Brice 

 

1. Opening Worship 

Keith asked Liz to read Philippians Chapter 4 

2. Apologies  

Janet Booth, Mike Hill, Brian Morley, Helen Peters 

At this point Frank wanted, on behalf of the Churchwardens, to propose that Chris 

Coyston (Children and Families Minister) be co-opted onto the PCC. There was a 

unanimous vote in favour and Chris was welcomed onto the committee. 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st May 

The minutes were accepted on the understanding that the amendments posted by 

Antony and circulated to the PCC would be inserted before being put up on the 

website. 

4. Actions from previous minutes 

Action: Keith would discuss with Ben putting PCC responsibilities onto the website. 

5. Matters Arising not on the agenda 

Frank congratulated Keith on his new posting and thanked him for his time at 

Hughenden. 

He then read to the PCC the letter from the Oxford Diocese Registry that had 

recently been received by the Churchwardens and PCC Secretary. This letter set out 

the procedure that would be worked through during the interregnum. 

Frank commented that on 11th September someone would visit the Vicarage and 

discuss what needed to be done to update it before anyone else lived there. Keith 

commented that the kitchen definitely needed attention. 



 

 

Frank then read out the feedback on the first few months of Chris Coyston’s 

employment that he was required to send to the diocese. There was unanimous 

agreement on what had been written. 

Keith commented that the situation regarding the Emma Grace House in Naphill 

could not now be followed through due to his imminent departure. 

Keith told the PCC that his last Sunday at Hughenden would be the 28th September 

with his final service being Evensong, celebrating our Patronal Festival of 

Michaelmas. Keith noted that he and his wife would be moving to Somerset on 

Wednesday 1st October. 

6. Service Times Proposal & Gift Day - Helen Peters 

Moving morning service times back by half an hour to 8.30 am and 10.30 am had 

been briefly discussed and put to the congregations. In general the 9.00 am 

congregation and the Bellringers were concerned about the change and the 11.00 am 

congregation was mainly in favour. Helen felt that bringing the 11.00 am service 

forward by 30 minutes would encourage families with young children to attend. 

Having received the proposal, it was considered that greater consultation was 

necessary, particularly at this time of interregnum and a change of priest. Keith 

commented that all ages matter in this church, young and old. 

At this point Keith and Frank talked about Gift Day and the PCC agreed 

unanimously that monies given should go towards the work of Chris Coyston, for 

our church and our parish. 

7. Treasurer’s Report 

Brian’s report and financial statement had been circulated. He commented in the 

report that funds were being transferred from the savings account to the current 

account. 

There was discussion about the re-introduction of the plate for cash and card 

collections during services. Keith commented that the stewardship sermon he had 

been asked to deliver had been done. 

8. Update from Children and Families Minister 

The report from Chris had been circulated to the PCC. 

Chris commented that Lighthouse Live would begin on the 3rd Sunday of 

September. This event was aiming to be something for the community within the 

church. 

The redecoration of Church Cottage to make it more welcoming to children was 

discussed. Painting the walls, flooring and lighting were discussed.  



 

 

The PCC all volunteered to be part of a painting party but Keith said that the 

children should be heavily involved so that they felt ownership of the cottage. 

The PCC unanimously agreed to Chris moving ahead with this project. 

9. Vicar’s Matters 

The Vicar showed the committee a picture given by the children of Kay Kennedy. 

This will hang in Church House.  

10. Churchwardens’ Matters 

Colin was invited to show a PowerPoint relating to destratification fans. Colin 

commented that the church cannot get to net zero, mainly due to our limited power 

resources and the unacceptably high price of electricity. The possibility of 

purchasing further fans secondhand was discussed. 

Colin was thanked for all his work on this project . 

Antony was thanked for his work with regard to the fire safety of the Belltower. 

After many ideas had been considered, a shelf over the power sources, with a 

smoke alarm underneath the shelf was thought to be the best solution. 

11. PCC Subgroups 

Antony commented that his Social and Outreach report had been circulated and 

should be taken as read. 

Communications Group: Jane Tyrer commented that training for live-streaming and 

proclaim was proceeding well. 

Mission Group: Keith was happy to announce that Jen Muller, Helen Marshall and 

Roger Grant had all joined the group. 

12. PCC Responsibilities 

It was agreed that these would be posted on the website. 

13. Deanery and Diocesan Synods 

Keith said that the Deanery Synod would next meet on 15th July. 

14. Electoral Roll 

No report. 

15. Parish Safeguarding 

Safeguarding for the C of E will be outsourced rather than being kept in house. 

Roger requested an extraordinary meeting regarding safeguarding. 



 

 

Roger presented a paper on Domestic Abuse. This had been circulated to the PCC. 

The committee voted unanimously to adopt the statement on Domestic Abuse. 

16. AOB 

Julia spoke about Forest Church. 

Thanks were offered for help with the Retreat Day. 

Frank asked for someone to consider volunteering to take over as Lay Chair. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm 

 

Susan Brice (Secretary) 

11th July 2025 

 

 

ACTIONS 

Keith to discuss website with Ben re. PCC responsibilities 


