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Welcome

Welcome
The fact that you are reading these words suggests that you are a new
reader of this magazine. Either you are a newcomer to this area or you
are a visitor.
If you are a visitor, we hope that you have enjoyed your visit to our
church; that you have found it interesting, instructive and conducive to
prayer. If you are going to be here at one of our regular service times,
we hope that you will join us in the worship of God and we ask that you
take our greetings back to your own church.
If you are new to this Parish, we bid you welcome and invite you to join
us and share in the fellowship of God‟s family in Hughenden. This
magazine gives details of the regular times of worship here. We hope
that you will find something to meet your spiritual needs. The printed
word is cold and remote and we would like to make personal contact
with you, so please leave your name and address in the box at the
back of the church.
Whoever you are who reads these words, may God bless you, sustain
you and protect you, your family and friends, now and always.
_______________________________
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Dear Readers
As new members of the editorial team, we have become even more aware
of how much is going on in our church: it seems as though there is something
for everyone! (And Helen seems to be joining everything (see „First
impressions from a curate‟)). This magazine is one way of letting people
know what is going on and hopefully how they can get involved if they wish.
Do we do enough to let people know what is available, and indeed, where
they may be able to offer assistance and get involved in the Church in that
way? A small (unscientific!) survey carried out this morning identified that the
question, „Is there something I could do in/with/for the Church?‟ had no
obvious one person to whom it should be addressed. Does that matter?
Would the asking around to for example administrator, Vicar, Curate,
Wardens, be the best form of enquiry. Or would some be put off by not
being sure whom to ask?
Should we be using other forms of communication beyond this magazine
and the weekly notes? Do we in fact use the notice boards and the Church
website effectively? We do not – surely not- suggest we all „tweet‟ each
other, but future generations may expect their information electronically.
Our retirement has allowed both of us to become a little more involved in
our church: one of us has been able to start to learn bell-ringing: a long held
ambition. If anyone has heard some rather unsteady clanging on Tuesday
evenings: well we understand that it‟s a long learning process: it‟s as well
that David Cornwall has immense patience as well as immense knowledge
of campanology. (If any readers have recently given birth: I hope I shall
have progressed sufficiently to ring at your baby‟s wedding!)
So, if anyone has any views on whether we do communicate as well as we
might especially to those of the fringes: whether about what we can do for
them or about what they could do for the Church if they wish: please let us
know. Communication is a form of proclamation! (see Mike Dean‟s 4Ps
update following)after all.

Christopher and Jane Tyrer: Editors

From the Vicarage – November 2011
The last Sunday in November
sees the beginning of the
Advent season so I thought
that I would write about that. It
seems strange to be writing
about advent when, less than
two weeks ago (as I write) we
were basking in a heat-wave
and records were being broken
for the hottest beginning of
October.
What is Advent? The word
advent is derived from the Latin
root which means „coming‟ or
„arrival‟. During the advent
season we actually think of
three „arrivals‟. The first of
course is the arrival of Jesus as
the incarnate son of God,
which
we
celebrate
at
Christmas. But before that we
remember the arrival of Jesus
on the banks of the river Jordan
to begin his public ministry. But
there is also another, strange
and mysterious theme which
emerges, the anticipation of
Christ‟s return at the end of
time as we know it. What has
come to be known as the
second coming of Jesus.
The second coming of Jesus
has exercised the imaginations
of Christians for two thousand
years. It has also been
dismissed by many as the
deluded ramblings of a bunch
of
extremist
crackpots!

Nevertheless
in
the
New
Testament we do find a strong
anticipation that Jesus will
return to bring to completion
the work that was begun by his
life,
his
death
and
his
resurrection. In some of the
New Testament letters it is
apparent that the coming
again of Jesus was anticipated
within the lifetimes of those who
wrote the letters. Quite clearly
this was not the case. I confess
that I remain
cautiously
agnostic about the details of
this
particular
Christian
doctrine. I also believe that
some teaching in the New
Testament
which
has
traditionally been associated
with the second coming of
Jesus, especially in the Gospels,
does not in fact primarily deal
with this theme at all! The
chapters
in
the
Gospels
traditionally
understood
as
being about the second
coming are Mark 13, Matthew
24, and Luke 21. In these
chapters (all versions of the
same event) Jesus is warning
his
listeners
about
a
catastrophe that is about to
happen to them within their
lifetimes. This catastrophe did
indeed happen in AD 70 when
a Jewish uprising against the
Romans
resulted
in
the
massacre of many Jews and
the destruction of Jerusalem
and the sacred Temple. The
Temple has never been rebuilt;

go to Jerusalem today and you
will see what was left after the
Romans finished tearing it
down. Jesus used very vivid
and symbolic language to
warn of this catastrophe, in a
style that was very familiar to his
listeners at the time. We call the
language
he
used
„apocalyptic‟,
and
it
is
expressed with what we might
describe as „earth shattering‟
imagery.
Christians
though
have
pointed
to
Jesus‟
prediction, „the Son of Man will
come in clouds with great
power‟ as being a direct
reference
to
his
second
coming. We even sing an
advent hymn on the back of it
„Lo He comes with clouds
descending‟. However, this
saying is a direct quote taken
from Daniel chapter 7. There, it
is not about the return of „the
Son of Man‟ at all but about
God‟s anointed coming to
God after a time of suffering.
We could say that the direction
of movement is upward to
God, not downward to earth!
This it is about Jesus‟ own
suffering, his triumph and his
vindication.
Read
these
chapters in this light and they
make a whole lot more sense.
But is it only about that? I do
believe that those chapters
mentioned
from
Mark,

Matthew and Luke were a
direct
reference
to
a
catastrophe that was coming
upon Jerusalem, and are best
understood in that way. They
were a warning, basically
saying „when you see those
signs, get out!‟. This is about
Jerusalem and the Temple but
it might also be about
something else as well. I
suspect that the early Jewish
Christians would have seen it in
this way. They were to live
through
terrible
„earth
shattering times‟ and were to
see the destruction of the
sacred temple. This was just as
Jesus had predicted, but they
also came to believe that this
pointed to a much greater
catastrophe that would come
upon the earth, that Jesus
would come again to finally
bring to completion what he
started at his first coming.
Admittedly they were a little
over
enthusiastic
about
supposing when this might be!
Nonetheless they were to hold
to this hope and expectation. It
is the same hope and
expectation that we hold to
every time we take Holy
Communion with the great
acclamation „Christ has died,
Christ has risen, Christ will come
again‟.

So advent has at its heart this
theme both of warning and of
hope. It is a warning to a world
that will not listen, that God is
God and he will finish what he
has begun. We can either live
in expectation of this or in
ignorance of it. Since Jesus
made that prediction upon
Jerusalem, there have been
plenty of other events we could
describe metaphorically as
„earth shattering‟: indeed such
language has been used
about the global economic
crisis the world faces today.
When such things happen
where do we seek to place our

hope? The destruction of the
Temple was a sign to Jesus‟
generation not to place their
hope and trust in things which,
however solid they may look,
are actually very transitory.
Rather, turn to the one person
in whom they would find true
and lasting hope. In a world
which continues to know the
meaning of catastrophe, surely
that comes to us today as a
very contemporary message.
Simon

A MESSAGE FROM SIMON AND CATH
Simon and Cath would like to thank all those who sent cards for their twenty
fifth wedding anniversary, and also Sue Devereux for baking the wonderful
cake and Sylvia Clark for decorating it. This was a wonderful surprise which
was produced at the end of the 10.30am service on Oct 9th, it was all a
memorable occasion.

(And not a dry eye in the house when Cath and Simon renewed their wedding vows. Eds)

The Lectionary – November
8am
6th

13th

Third Sunday before Advent
J Dauncey
Amos 5, 18 – 24
1 Thessalonians 4, 13 – 18
P Hynard
Matthew 25, 1 – 13
Celebrant
Evensong:
Psalms 20 and 82
Judges 7, 2 – 22
John 15, 9 – 17
Second Sunday before Advent
Zephaniah 1, 7 & 12 – 18
J Wilson
1 Thessalonians 5, 1 – 11
A Stacey
Matthew 25, 14 – 30
Psalm at 9am: 90
Evensong:
Psalm: 89, 20 – 36
1 Kings 1, 1 – 40
Revelation 1, 4 – 18

20th

27th

Christ The King
Ezekiel 34, 11-16 & 20 – 24
Ephesians 1, 15 – 23
Matthew 25, 31 – 46
Evensong:
Psalms 93 & 97
1 Maccabees 2, 15 – 29
Matthew 28, 16 – 20

Readers
9am
10 30am
V Stattersfield
A McBarnett
Celebrant

Helen Byrne

L Stallwood

Bob Stone
Maureen Stone

Celebrant

S Cole
Celebrant

J Kendell
C Carter
Celebrant

J Tyrer
A Gee
Celebrant

Celebrant

Informal Service

First Sunday of Advent: First day of new Ecclesiastical year. Year B readings begin
today.
Isaiah 64, 1 – 9
A Jaycock
L
Frank Hawkins
Smit
Diane Hawkins
1 Corinthians 1, 3 – 9
J Godfrey (Downley) A
Johnson
Mark 13, 24 – 37
Celebrant
Celebrant
Celebrant
Psalm at 9am: 80
Evensong:
Psalm 25
Isaiah 1, 1 – 20
Matthew 21 1- 13

Another Potter triumph!
A team representing our church, comprised of Sylvia Clark, Mike
Morgan and his son and daughter, Jane and Bob Tucker, Judith
Mettem and Jane Tyrer defending their title as Hughenden Quiz
Champions on October 8th. The event, though sadly clashing with the
Barn Dance was well supported in the village and the competition was
fierce. However the combined brains (?) listed above triumphed again,
(having led throughout the competition) and thus team „Michael and
his Angels‟ retained the prestigious Potter trophy. The success of the
team was assisted in no small part by the extensive knowledge of the
Morgan offspring, not least in the area of modern music, and by the
whole team‟s local awareness. There were also one or two questions on
which we had some inside knowledge: such as „what is the name of the
lady (other than his wife) buried alongside Disraeli?‟ *
A good time was had by all and a substantial amount was raised for
the annual Hughenden event for elderly members of the community.
* If your memory is not as good as Sylvia‟s: look in the churchyard.

Jane Tyrer

Floodlighting Dedications
Dedications for November are for:
13 – 19 November

Mary & Ray Sims are remembering with much love their
daughter Debbie particularly on 14th November, her 10th
anniversary.

27 November –
3 December

Alison Stacey and family are remembering Rod with
much love, particularly on 29 November, his 3rd anniversary.

If you have a special occasion to mark, why don't you dedicate the flood-lighting? Your
dedication can be for anything within reason, remembering loved ones, birthdays,
anniversaries, weddings, new babies - or just for the joy of being alive!

Lin Smit

An update on our 4 Ps!! (Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation)
In last month‟s Outlook we provided an update from the Leadership
Team regarding our Church mission, and specifically our 4P challenge!
If you didn‟t get chance to read it then we encourage you to beg or
borrow a copy as otherwise the remainder of this article may not make
much sense!
What we wanted to do this month was to provide a further, albeit much
briefer, update on what progress we have made in the last 4 weeks.
The main action in that time was that 10 members of St Michaels
attended the next „Leading Your Church Into Growth‟ seminar held by
the Diocese, this time on a Saturday in Oxford. The purpose of the
seminar was to provide further background on those essential 4 Ps –
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation – and to encourage the
different Churches attending to share ideas and progress. The good
news was that Hughenden is ahead of the game – we have made
more progress than most and had lots of ideas that we were able to
discuss. We will be presenting our thoughts and proposals to our next
PCC meeting on the 20th October. But they are very similar to the
actions we outlined in last month‟s article.
And finally, some specific updates: 1) we are delighted that 3 new
volunteers have stepped forward to assist with our Youth Work. 2) We
now have our Christmas Unwrapped dates set for the 8th & 9th of
December. 3) We ran an excellent Chocolate Evening which really
seemed to hit the spot for a number of people who had never been to
our Church before, and 4) we are absolutely delighted that we now
have 20 people signed up for the new Alpha Course!!
We hope that we have as much to report every time we do a ‘4P’ update! And please, if you have any questions
don’t hesitate to contact Simon, your 2 Church Wardens - Brian Clark and Christopher Tyrer, our Task Group
Coordinator, Helen Byrne, or any of the Task Group Leaders: House Groups - Anne Dean, Youth - Jane Tucker and
Mike Dean, Outreach and Social - Frank Hawkins, Mission - Christopher Tyrer.

Mike Dean, on behalf of the Leadership Team

First impressions from a Curate
Four months in post - what does the new Curate make of St. Michael’s,
Hughenden?
No one can deny that the location makes this a most idyllic Church.
Beautiful though the buildings are, the real heart of any Church is the
people. It has been a great privilege to begin to get to know the many
individuals who are the St. Michael‟s family.
Sunday services can be seen as the „shop window‟ of any Church. What a
diverse shop window it is! People are attracted to different services offering
different styles of worship. Quiet spoken communion services; sung
traditional worship; informal child friendly services together with age specific
children‟s groups. Lots of steep learning curves for the Curate! I have
enjoyed a friendly welcome at each with the opportunity for (lots of!) coffee
and conversation in-between.

Sundays may be the „shop window‟, however that is only the tip of the
iceberg as regards what goes on the rest of the week… where to begin?
Here are some of the highlights I have discovered:
 House Groups – small groups of people meeting in people‟s homes. All
genuinely welcoming, open and honest offering hospitality, laughter
and learning. They wrestle with the Bible and issues of life.
 The Mother‟s Union - with a real heart to support family life, both fund
raising and offering practical support. For example, offering the
invaluable service of looking after the pre-school children at one House
Group, allowing the mums‟ time to drink coffee in peace and to have
adult discussions.
 Youth Group - I spent a great evening eating crisps, chocolate and
fielding excellent questions. Not sure I could help with the topic UFOs!

 The Friendship group. Another hospitable and welcoming group. We
have so much to learn from the older generations and this is a lovely
opportunity to meet together. I am really looking forward to the annual
Advent Lunch at The Harrow!
 The Tiny Tots Service. An opportunity for fun, relaxed craft, songs, story
and prayers to introduce babies, toddlers and their parents to Jesus.
Another opportunity for mums and carers to get to know each other.

 Art Club. I did enjoy my relaxing Tuesday afternoon with crayons and
sketch pad, although I was a definite amateur! I would encourage any
closet/ budding artists to give this one a go, it is thoroughly therapeutic!

 I am enjoying the current Alpha course, participants ranging from teens
to the „more mature‟. Another opportunity to explore the difficult issues
of life and to ask those questions you‟ve always wanted to ask.
 The Chocolate Evening … „taste and see‟… wine and chocolate and
an opportunity to consider God‟s invitation to us. I love chocolate!

Being a „vicar in training‟ gives me the opportunity to meet people in their
homes, to journey with them at significant times, both in joy and sadness. I
am thankful to all who have opened their doors in these early months.
So, if you are searching for a connection with God and/or a place to wrestle
with those questions of life, I am confident that you, like me, will find a
welcome at St, Michael‟s. I look forward to meeting you there sometime.

Helen Peters

Outlook Magazine
THANK YOU to all those who responded to Jane and Bob‟s plea in last month‟s Outlook for
early submission of articles. It has certainly helped us „newbies‟ get to grips with editing
the magazine. Tony Dodd, another new member of the team, will be editing the
December/January issue – can all contributors again get all articles, lists, rotas, reports
etc. submitted either to the magazine email address, or hard copy passed to Helen Byrne,
by the 15th of November – or if a delay is going to occur tell the Editors concerned, their
telephone numbers are on the list inside the back cover.
Again many thanks not only to contributors, but to those who helped sort our computer
glitches! Please be as gentle with Tony as you have been with us! Jane and Christopher
Tyrer (Eds)

Christmas unwrapped

One morning in December last year Norma Clark and I were observers
at The Pastures Church Downley when they, and Erica Holt from
Wycombe Youth for Christ (WYFC), welcomed Year 6 pupils from one of
the Downley schools, who then enjoyed a morning of activities under
the title 'Christmas Unwrapped'. Norma and I brought back a report of
what was involved to the Youth Task Group and it was decided that this
year St. Michael's should also try to offer this opportunity, to 'unwrap the
story of Christmas', to the year 6 pupils of our local schools.
Subsequently the Leadership Team agreed that as a Church we should
invite Great Kingshill Combined School and Hughenden Primary School
to bring their Year 6 pupils to the Church this December.
That invitation was well received by both schools, and as a result on the
mornings of 8th and 9th December St. Michael's will be partnering with
Erica Holt of WYFC in entertaining up to 60 children as they learn more
about the core story at the centre of Christmas, during Christmas
Unwrapped, under the able leadership of Erica Holt.
We will need people with a number of different skills to make up the teams
necessary to ensure that these sessions are effective and safe; so if you see a
member of the Youth Task Group approaching you with a list please try your
hardest to make time in your calendar, as necessary. People will be needed
either for the preparation of craft packs, refreshments etc. or joining the
prayer support team, before the event; or on one or both of the mornings, to
welcome the children and teachers/helpers as they arrive, and help make
their visit to the Church really memorable.
As the plans develop over the next 6 weeks we will keep you updated via Church
Notices. Meanwhile in order that this' P for Proclamation' event can be as successful as
possible (see last month‟s magazine for an explanation of 4 P's and this month‟s update)
please can everyone practise P for Prayer?

Jane Tucker

THE WILDER SIDE
Well, it came at last, that „Indian Summer‟ which I
hoped for last month. A few lovely warm days
stretching into October when we managed an
alfresco meal, unprecedented for the month in
England. Even now on the 14th there is bright sunshine
and temperature a mild 16 - 17ºC. The winter weather
to come is anybody‟s guess. The weather pundits
mutter darkly about „La Nina‟ effect in the Pacific, which seems to
have an influence on weather worldwide, and they compare the
pattern of the year with previous similar years and predict a deep
freeze – or a mild winter! Take your pick and there is nothing that we
can do about it.
What a year for apples! Our two trees are weighed down with fruit. A
Bramley tree which normally produces about 20 apples has had
nearer a 100 or more. The many windfalls have kept
the wasps happy and the birds as well.
For night skywatchers, the really bright object in the
evening sky (apart from the moon) is Planet Jupiter,
whose 4 moons and their ever-changing patterns
can be easily seen even with modest binoculars.
These moons are named Io, Europa, Ganymede and
Callisto. There are at least 12 others as well. Which
led me to wonder why „heavenly‟ names are linked
to Roman mythology. How did the Roman Catholic Church allow this
pagan practice to continue?
Ever hoping for inspiration when writing these articles, I
am grateful to a small flock of Goldfinch which have
obligingly perched on the tree outside. Pretty little
things with their gold, black and scarlet colours.
Definitely my favourite finch.
Darrell Hamley.
Note: unfortunately we were unable to import Darrell’s usual drawing ( see reference elsewhere to
computer glitches) so we hope the picture of Jupiter and its moons and a bonus picture of the pretty
goldfinch will make up for its absence: Eds.

24/7 Praying for High Wycombe
24/7 Prayer for High Wycombe this month takes place
on Thursday, 10th November, and the prayer room will
be set up in Church House. Prayer begins at 8 am on Thursday and
continues until 8 am on Friday. The sign-up sheet can be found on
the table at the back of the church and the monthly Prayer Points will
be available at the beginning of the month. These can be emailed
to you if you wish. Prayerfully consider committing to one hour of
prayer on our day. For more details please talk to Simon (563439),
Jacky (07921 258822) or Yvonne (563960).
A small number gathered together for the celebration evening at All
Saint‟s Parish Church on Friday, 7th October. We worshipped and
prayed together and heard reports from The One Can Trust, who are
growing and providing parcels of food throughout the Wycombe
area. I was staggered to hear that there are 12,000 children living in
poverty in Buckinghamshire. This Trust is based at St. Andrews Church
on Hatters Lane. The Dorcas Project, set up by members of Holy
Trinity Church in Hazlemere, recycle good quality second hand baby
and children‟s clothes to needy families in the Wycombe area. There
will be some leaflets on the table at the back of the church quite
soon. Several members of the Healing on the Streets team were
present and shared that, during the two and a half years they have
been working on the streets of Wycombe, they are beginning to get
regular visitors who are growing in personal stature and faith.
We also watched a short DVD put together by the various ministries
taking place in Wycombe and I have a copy. If you would like to
take it home to watch, please contact me at the number above.
Please return to me so that others can have an opportunity to see it
too. Be encouraged by this feedback.
Yvonne Cook
For more details please talk to Simon (563439), Jacky (07921 258822)
or Yvonne (563960).

Tiny Tots Informal Service
3rd Wednesday every month at 1.45 pm
All are welcome at this service in church where we have
a story, some songs, toys, tea and squash.
Do come.
The next service is on 16 November
For details contact Nicky Fairbairn on 01494 520359

Friendship Morning
This is a get together in Church House on the 3rd Thursday each
month at 10.30 a.m. It is primarily for those who are bereaved, who
live on their own, and for those who are lonely. The emphasis is very
much on companionship, and the atmosphere is light and cheerful.
Please contact me if you think this is for you.
Judith Camplisson – 01494 565108

Mothers’ Union October Meeting
Church House was full to overflowing with members and visitors for
our October Meeting. Our guest speaker was Trevor Cook who gave
a talk on An African Dream (AAD). He had been brought along by
Jim Long who is the new Trustee of Business Management for the
charity.
AAD is the vision of Mark and Sophie Wynter (Sophie now heads the
charity after Mark tragically died of Cancer in 2005.) They are well
known by many members of our congregation. Mark was called to
do God‟s work in 1997 and spent the following five years visiting
Uganda to preach at Bible teaching conferences. Over this time a
strong relationship was built with Rev. Lumika who is responsible for

the East Kasese District of the Full Gospel Church with his wife
Rebecca. In 2001 Mark and Sophie bought a piece of land which
was to be their mission base. Following discussions with Rev. Lumika it
became clear that a primary school would be of most benefit to the
local community which led to the building of St. Mark‟s School which
now exists to support orphans, widows and pastors in the local area.
Our church regularly supports their efforts and this is followed up by a
team representing the charity visiting at least twice a year to review
the work and encourage the Ugandan leadership team.
St Mark‟s School educates about 420 pupils of whom 135 are orphans
(and the numbers are growing). Through sponsorship AAD provides
education, two meals a day, a uniform and a pair of shoes for each
orphan as well as ensuring that teachers are paid and facilities
developed. There are about 60 pastors in the East Kasese District and
AAD funds their training and provides bibles. It also finances and
supports Bible teaching conferences and seminars for married
couples and young people. The area of Kasese has been badly
affected by HIV/Aids and many widows care for a large number of
extended family. There are over 110 widows who benefit from AAD
support by providing piglets – now self-sustaining – and funding the
building of pigpens. AAD provides them with training in pig
management and pig breading enables the widows to provide for
their families and the proceeds enable them to buy essential items
such as soap, cooking oil, mattresses, blankets and corrugated iron
roof sheets – in addition to providing school fees and digging latrines.
(Money raised has now funded the building of a toilet block at the
school.)
Trevor was in the last group of volunteers that went out to St. Mark‟s
School and he brought back a short film and many slides to share
with us. This enabled us to envisage the wonderful work that is
ongoing there. The school now has running water from a tap – up
until recently water had to be carried from the river which is a trek
away! When the volunteers visit they take bags of equipment to give
the children such as pencils, papers, paint, balloons (some children
had never seen a balloon!) Nothing is wasted and everything that is
brought is shared and treasured by the community. The children find
simple pleasures in the simplest of things which was quite humbling to
see in the pictures, the sheer happiness and excitement on their

faces is awesome. Any decent clothing they may have is kept for
“Sunday Best” and they walk many miles to church usually leaving at
sunrise and staying well on into late afternoon. The whole community
gathers there to pray, sing and dance in praise of the Lord.
All the above has been achieved from donations. (Nothing is spent
on Administration – all support is voluntary.) To this end it was
decided that our coffee money for the evening would be given to
AAD. It is amazing how little can change someone‟s life. For
example £10 a month can feed and educate an Orphan at St.Mark‟s
School, A pastor can receive a bible for £5 or Bible Training for £7 per
month. £70 would pay the salary for a teacher at the school for one
month and a single gift of £15 would pay for a pig pen to be built.
AAD‟s Vision is to see the community of East Kasese educated,
equipped and transformed by the Christian Gospel. Their Mission is to
provide education, training and micro-enterprising opportunities in
partnership with the local church. Let us pray that with God‟s help
this vision will reach fruition.
The evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all thanks to Trevor‟s brilliant
photographs and commentary.
Our next MU Meeting will be on 8th November (NOT 1st November as
the church holds its All Saints Day service that evening.) Nia
Sherrington will be our guest speaker and her topic will by “Custody
Visiting.” Please come along to support her. Guests will be very
welcome.
Diane Hawkins.
GOOD COMPANIONS
Our outing to Lechlade took place as planned on 20 September. We
had lunch at the New Inn Hotel in the town square and were able to
enjoy a stroll down to the river where could be seen the Halfpenny
Bridge, which still has its toll house and now carries the main road out
to Swindon. A road sign on the approach to the town describes it as
an "historic inland port" and is usually taken as the upstream limit of
navigability on the Thames.
On 4th October several members were able to accept an invitation

from head teacher Mrs. Sandy McClelland to attend the harvest
festival at Hughenden Primary School. A short play made the most of
the several words which can be made out of the letters of the word
"harvest" providing a reminder of the state of our present day world.
We were also able to see some of the pupils at work. What
particularly astonished the writer was the virtually copperplate writing
of some of the ten year olds.
Our October meeting welcomed as guest speaker Joan Dark, a
former teacher who grew up in the West Riding (as it then was) of
Yorkshire. Going through the pleasures and perils of life in general
under her title "That's Life" and with her own humorous verses to
remind us of its various stages she treated us to plenty of smiles and
laughs.
Members are reminded that at the November meeting bookings will
be taken for the December Christmas lunch. The contribution
remains at £10 per head and hopefully we can then choose the
menu.
Michael Harris.

High Wycombe & District Multiple
Sclerosis Society
Ploughman's Lunch and Mini Bazaar
Saturday 5th November The High Wycombe and
District MS Society Branch are holding their annual Ploughman's
Lunch and Mini Bazaar on Saturday 5th November at Hughenden
Valley Village Hall. The doors open at 12.00pm and lunches will be
served from 12.30pm - lunch tickets cost £5.00 on the door. There will
be a Raffle, Tombola and Cakes, Books and Bric-a-Brac stalls. We
look forward to seeing you there.
Belinda Peddle: Secretary
High Wycombe & District Branch - MS Society
01494 443917
www.mssociety.org.uk/branches/thames_valley/high_wycombe/
The Multiple Sclerosis Society is a registered charity in England and Wales (1139257) and Scotland
(SC041990), and a company limited by guarantee .

News from Tetbury.
Dear Friends,
By the time you read this, Bill and I shall have been living in Tetbury for a
whole year! We often ask ourselves where the time has gone. Much of it
for me has been spent gardening - the lawn now has at least 20,000
daisies fewer! I have enjoyed experimenting with the delights of a
greenhouse, and have grown tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and
yellow chilli peppers – very hot! The soil here is far more fertile than in
Hughenden Valley, so I‟m having to adapt to plants growing far larger
and requiring considerably more space than I expected.
We have both joined the Tetbury Footpaths group, which meets weekly
from April to October. It is interesting that several
other newcomers to Tetbury have also joined: it‟s
certainly a good way of making friends and
discovering the delights of the local countryside,
which is indeed very beautiful. It‟s generally very
different from the countryside around High
Wycombe, as there are vast areas of rolling countryside, but around
Nailsworth there are also the steep, confined valleys which are more
familiar to us.
We are still enjoying being part of three local churches, although mainly
we attend the Anglican church of St Marys‟ – yes, the apostrophe is in
the right place, as it is dedicated to St Mary the Virgin and St Mary
Magdalen. We both act as stewards once a fortnight, welcoming
visitors and manning the bookstall. Last week we had among others
visitors from Canada, Australia, Malaysia and South Africa! It was lovely
to welcome members of the Hughenden Mothers‟ Union back in the
summer. The church is terrible for public speaking (Simon would
recognise the frequent problems with microphones and sound
interference!) However, it is brilliant for music, and last week the annual
music festival took place there – a real treat, with well-known musicians
and a packed church for every concert.
There are various house-groups run by the different churches which we
have enjoyed attending. We are currently hosting an Emmaus course
run by the Anglican Church, and are also attending a marriage course
run by our son for the Tetbury Community church. (It seems rather ironic
for us to be in this situation!) It‟s certainly a lively course, based on a
Christian film called „Fireproof‟ which we all watched the first week,
then we use a handbook in the following eight meetings. There are five
„love dares‟ for us to do as couples during the following week, the idea

being to look at our relationship and work on areas which could be
improved. We‟d certainly recommend the course – it‟s great fun, as
well as being challenging. It‟s very easy to become complacent over
the course of years, so it‟s good to have a directed review from time to
time. Bill is also considering setting up and running an Alpha course
supported by Churches Together in Tetbury, possibly at the beginning of
next year. We‟d value your prayers for that. We also recently attended
a talk given by Bishop Michael of Gloucester, who has written a book
called „The Hospitality of God‟, based on his visit to seven Anglican
churches in England and seven in the USA. He wrote it jointly with a lady
bishop from the USA. Together they were exploring „fresh expressions of
church‟ and „emerging church‟ to see what these might contribute to
the more traditional church, and vice versa. It was certainly a very
thought-provoking evening.
We have been thrilled to have several visitors during the past months,
and often think of you all at Hughenden with affection. Do please call
us if you‟re in this area or would like to come and stay with us – we have
plenty of room when the grand-children aren‟t here! May God bless
you all and build you up in your love and service for Jesus.
Geraldine and Bill Geers

Valley Wives A.G.M and 45th Birthday
Jill welcomed everyone to the meeting and quoted some household
hints, amongst which was that brown leather shoes can be beautifully
cleaned with banana skins!
Leaders Report – The Valley Wives have had a very
interesting programme this year. Among the most
memorable being a talk by Sherry Scot about Burma, an
evening entitled Chocolate Sauce which involved
participation in making chocolate lollies and a true story
about the Great Train Robbery vividly told and enacted by John
Wooley, a policeman in charge at the time.
Our evening and Sunday rambles were well attended ending with tea
and cakes at Doreen‟s. The dinner/theatre evening with a play by
Ubiquitous Theatre Company was enjoyed by everyone. In June we
had a Windsor Theatre outing and in October a guided tour around the
Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury.

A very interesting programme is planned for the coming year when we
would welcome new members to join us. Jill thanked the committee
members for their support and loyalty and their reports followed. Jill as
leader and all the committee were re-elected. The evening ended with
a quiz, a delicious supper and a beautiful 45th birthday cake made by
Jo.
Joan Steel

HAPPY BIRTHDAY VALLEY WIVES

Men’s Breakfast: grill the vicar!

Saturday the 26th
The next Men‟s Breakfast
the 26th November 2011.
himself for any questions:
of your editors
you think about the 36
with the reply: “actually
usual excellent
apply: book your place with Simon.

November 2011.
will be on Saturday
Simon is offering
nothing barred! One
suggested “what do
Articles?” to be met
there are 39!” The
arrangements will

Communicants
Communicants September
Sundays:

Weekdays:

4th 26 + 54 = 80

14th Holy Cross Day

11th 23 + 79= 102

21st St Matthew 11

18th 24 + 32 = 56

29th Michaelmas 26

7

25th 22 + 73 = 95

It should be noted that these numbers are of communicants only, not
the total number of worshippers at the services.

From the Parish Registers

The Departed:
Margaret Sylvia Pusey (aged 87)

JC Club
Sunday 6 November
Creche and all children in church
for the Family Service
Sunday 13 November Creche and children to JC clubs
Sunday 20 November Creche and children to JC clubs
Sunday 27 November Creche and children to JC clubs
Looking Forward
We are very much looking forward to welcoming Year 6 children
from our local schools on Thursday 8 December and Friday 9
December for „Christmas Unwrapped‟, see Jane Tucker‟s article in
this magazine.
A date for your diary
We are also looking forward to welcoming everyone, especially
children and their families to our Christingle Service on Sunday 18
December, at 10.30am. Full details of all our December services
will be in the December edition of Outlook.

Not many people know that!
The triangle, where we park our cars is a popular spot for people to
park while they eat, but not everyone takes their rubbish home with
them and pizza boxes, drinks cartons, plastic bottles, etc are often to
be found discarded there. Also, although lots of dog owners and
walkers are very good about cleaning up after their animals, there are
still an awful lot who do not and walking into the park from the car park
near the church can be something of a „mine field‟.
Not many people know that Richard and Pat English, a local couple,
accompanied by Hughie, their Westie, are National Trust volunteers,
and the „knights in shining armour‟ who regularly pick up the rubbish
from the triangle. They even venture forth into the park with a „poop
scoop‟ to clean up after anti-social dog owners, a job few of us would
take on and they arranged for a bin to be placed in the park near the
church hedge for responsible dog owners to deposit
their bags.
Richard and Pat regularly visit the churchyard to tend
Pat‟s mother‟s memorial tablet and tidy around it. But
not content with just looking after the one tablet, they
also strim around the surrounding memorials until the
battery on the strimmer runs out! You may have noticed
the area about half-way up the church path on the left.
There are a number of people who work in our churchyard, often
anonymously, to keep it looking neat and attractive. They do a
wonderful job and we extend our grateful thanks to them. We also say
a big „thank you‟ to Richard and Pat for all they do to keep the
churchyard, the car park and the park looking lovely.
Brian Clark

International Day of Prayer for the persecuted
Church: 6 November 2011
The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. Psalm
103:6
More than 25 pastors are killed in Colombia every year, simply because they
lead churches. Right now there are over 2,000 Christians in prison in Eritrea,
just because they are Christians. And in Iran there‟s a stifling climate of fear
among Christians, as they are routinely arrested for no reason other than
their faith.
China‟s constitution provides for religious freedom, but the government has
consistently tried to control religious practice. All religious groups are required
to register. Those who refuse are regarded as „illegal‟ and sometimes forced
underground. During 2011, a number of churches and Christians have
continued to face intimidation, with some individuals being detained and
tortured.
In India, Hindu nationalists have been open and violent in opposing the
church. Several pastors have been murdered, others beaten. Churches and
their congregations have been attacked or threatened.
Seven Indian states have now passed anti-conversion
laws.
The constitution of Pakistan establishes Islam as the state
religion: proselytising among Muslims is banned.
Pakistan‟s blasphemy laws – especially the notorious
295C of the Penal code – are increasingly used against
religious minorities to settle personal scores. So the
number of Christians charged is disproportionately high.
Christians, especially women, face discrimination at work, in education and
in the legal system.
Our strongest weapon against these injustices has always been prayer. So on
6 November 2011, Christians around the world will unite for the International
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP). This is a great opportunity
for the body of Christ to unite in lifting to God the plight of our brothers and
sisters who suffer just for being a Christian. Why not consider coming along to
the Prayer Hour on November 6th to pray for the Suffering Church?
The following groups are actively serving the persecuted Church:www.releaseinternational.org www.barnabasfund.org www.opendoorsuk.org
www.csw.org.uk (Christian Solidarity Worldwide) www.gfauk.org (Gospel for Asia)

November Recipe
Pork Chops in Cider
Ingredients
4 pork steaks
2 medium onions
1 large or 2 small cooking apples
1 stick of celery
1 medium carrot
1oz of butter
1 tablespoon of olive oil
1 clove of garlic (optional)
½ pint of chicken stock
½ pint of cider
¼ pint of single cream
2 teaspoons of corn flour
½ teaspoon of dried thyme
Chopped fresh parsley
½ teaspoon of made up mustard
pepper and salt as required
Method
Cut excess fat off the chops or steaks. Chop the onions finely and sauté
them in the butter until translucent. Place in casserole. Chop the celery
and carrot and add to the onions to layer the bottom of the pot. Fry
the pork in the olive oil and lay on top of the vegetables. Squeeze the
garlic in a garlic press or chop it finely and add to the cream and corn
flour. Pour all this with the cider and the chicken stock into the pot. Stir
in the mustard and herbs and cook for about 1 ¼ hours at Gas Mark 4
or 180°C, 350°F. If it seems a little dry, add a little more stock. Bring back
to the boil for about 2 minutes and serve with creamy mashed
potatoes or baby new potatoes and broccoli if liked.
Hope you enjoy this dish, my family enjoy it very much and it is such a
lovely warming casserole on chilly evenings.
Ann Way

Christians in the Community
Thank you to those people who came to our coffee morning – we
raised just over £200 – thank you.
We shall be having a dinner with entertainment on Saturday 26th
November at the Naphill Methodist Chapel. This will be for friends and
supporters of „Christians in the Community‟. The cost will be only £10
and it will start at 6.30 pm for 7 pm.
Please phone me if you would like to come.
For various reasons we need to cut back on our delivery of mince pies
this year but if you do know of someone that would appreciate them
please let me know.
Norma Clarke [563116]

Angel voices ever singing.
„Thrones, Principalities, Virtues and Powers;
Where, with the Living Ones, mystical Four,
Cherubim, Seraphim bow and adore.‟
I wonder how many times I have sung those words at
Michaelmas festivals? They are from a hymn beginning „Stars of the
morning, so gloriously bright‟. It‟s a great hymn but until recently I didn‟t
really understand what I was singing. Sitting last year in St Giles‟s
Cathedral in Edinburgh reading a booklet I had bought in the gift shop,
it suddenly became clear to me. Those words which have very earthly
meanings: thrones, principalities, virtues and powers, also have celestial
definitions as they are the names of ranks of angels.
The first order of the nine choirs of angels is: Seraphim, Cherubim,
Thrones; the second order: Dominions (or sometimes Dominations),
Powers, Virtues and the third is: Principalities, Archangels and Angels.
Well, now those hymns make a little more sense.
A deep belief in angels is shared by the 3 Abrahamic faiths: Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. The source seems to lie in the Zoroastrian religion
of ancient Persia which sees the universe as being divided between
good and evil. In the Jewish tradition, God or Yahweh is known as the
Lord of hosts, a host being an angelic army which fights evil as well as

performing other functions such as communicating the will of God,
punishing wrongdoers and guarding people and places. Dionysius the
Areopagite, a disciple of Paul, was one of the first to attempt to
categorize the various ranks of angels in a 5th century text. This work
„Celestial Hierarchies‟ remains our prime source of Christian angel lore.
I have long been interested in the notion of angels and indeed there
seems to be a resurgence of interest internationally, to judge by the
number of websites to be found on the subject. Some are aiming to
provide information, some offer rather apochryphal tales of visions and
experiences and some are rather worryingly cultish. Interesting to note
that by the time of St Paul there had already arisen a cult in angels,
which Paul himself condemned.
Whenever I talk about angels to my 9 year olds at school, I find I have
to already re- educate them as they are familiar with the Angel Gabriel
being played by a little girl in a nativity play, wearing white and having
a gold tinsel halo. We discuss the fact that the archangels have male
names and there are looks of disbelief as I describe
them as strong and powerful; God‟s messengers;
God‟s soldiers. I think the Victorians may be partially
to blame for this feminising of angels and indeed for
almost conflating them with fairies. I live in hope that
the reception class may soon take a radical stance
and cast a boy as Gabriel!
And then there is that very comforting belief in
guardian angels which for a long time I thought was really just religious
folklore. I was delighted to find these words in Psalm
91 that state clearly that God has commanded his
angels to have a duty of care towards his people:
„No evil shall befall you, nor shall affliction come
near your tent, for to his angels God has given
command about you, that they guard you in all
your ways. Upon their hands they will bear you up
lest you dash your foot against a stone.‟ Psalm 91
Vv 10-12. As usual when you look deeper you find
that this concept of attendant spirits is shared by
many cultures: Roman and Persian to name but
two. The main idea seems to be that an angel is
the part of the soul that faces Heaven and can therefore act only for
good; and can do so on your behalf, guarding your safety.

Well for someone interested in angels I certainly attend the right
church. Not only do I get to sing all those lovely angel hymns at our
patronal festival on the 29th September (my firm favourite being Angel
voices) but our whole church building is full of angels. When did you last
look closely at the pulpit or at the west window? If you wish to look
whilst sitting comfortably in your armchair then just go to the website:
hughendenparishchurch.org.uk and look under history.
In all the rather tangled web of what is written on the subject of angels,
one thing seems indisputable ie. that they are a power for good. So I
will finish with an Egyptian proverb: „When the angels arrive the devils
leave.‟...Good news I think.
Susan Brice.

Crèche Rota
Nov

6
13
20
27

Jean Godfrey / Zoe Stamp / Helen Charalambous
Shirley Brown / Jane Lomas / Helen Collins
Anne Long / Vicki Michell / Anne Smalley
Elaine Morley / Pam Felix / Eleanor Telling

Reminder
Church Auction Saturday 12th November
Hughenden Village Hall
From 12 noon
Donations of items and promises welcomed

Coffee Rota
Nov

6
13
20
27

Angela Calper / Julie Smith
Shirley Brown/Laura Knight and daughter
John and Anne Smalley
Laura Knight and daughter/Jane Tyrer

Flower Rota
The 2012 rota for church flowers is now displayed on the porch
noticeboard. If you would like to provide flowers for the church, please
add you name to one or more of the vacant spaces.
Jean Godfrey

Magazine quiz (or „Have you been paying
attention?‟) Answers can be found in the magazine AND on the back
page.
1. What does „advent‟ mean?
2. What is meant by „the 4Ps‟?
3. What is the first order of the nine choirs of angels?
4. What is the traditional flower for November?
5. What are the names of the 4 principal moons of Jupiter?
6. Which team won this year‟s Potter Quiz?
7. What is the breed of Richard and Pat English‟s dog?
8. How long has Helen Peters been „in post‟ here?
9. For how many years has Valley Wives been in existence?
10. What is name of the bridge in Lechlade visited by Good

Companions last month?

Meetings and Organisations

House groups

Weekdays

CYFA (School Years
10 +)

8.00 p.m.
alternate
Sundays
D-CYFA (School Years Once per
7 – 9)
Half Term

See weekly notice sheet
for details
Contact Mike Dean
(463376) for details
Contact Anne Dean
(463376) for details

Wycombe Women’s Aid
Wycombe women‟s aid provides support to women and children
experiencing the effects of domestic violence by offering safe,
temporary and emergency accommodation as well as practical and
emotional support.
Mother‟s Union supports this local charity throughout the year and likes
to make a special effort at Christmas time, which can be so traumatic
and worrying for them.
We collect items of toiletries, underwear, toothpaste and brushes,
nightwear and gift vouchers are especially welcome.
If you feel you can help, please hand any items to Mother‟s Union
members or bring them along to our Advent Service in Church House at
8pm on Tuesday 6th December.
There will be a box at the back of the church for you to deposit
donations as well. Thank you.
Andrea Samuel

Being a Chaplaincy Volunteer
It is with regret that I will not be able to continue my work at the
hospital. Over the past seven years it has been both a privilege and a
very humbling experience. Taking care or our spiritual welfare is
important and the Chaplain‟s job goes hand in hand with the medical
side. During the last six months I have been on the receiving side and
realise just how valuable the team is.
Volunteers come from all denominations and the job is to be a good
listener. We are not there to preach just to show our Lord‟s love. You
talk to people from all faiths and those without one, but most are glad
we are there and the staff are always supportive of us. Please if anyone
feels this calling could be for them I would be glad to talk to you.
May I take this opportunity once again to say a huge thank you from
John and myself for all the prayers and christian love shown to us over
the past months.
Sara Badrick

10.30 Service Intercessions
Nov 6
Nov 13
Nov 20
Nov 27

Sunday School
Helen Pearce
3rd Sunday Service
Lois Comley

Note: this item is included as an experiment: if it is useful we will add the intercessions list
for other services in future editions: Eds

CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER
Morning Prayer is said daily from Monday to Saturday. See weekly notices for times.
Bellringing Practice is Tuesday at 7.30pm – why not come and learn to ring?
Choir Practice is Wednesday at 7.45pm – if you can read music (and particularly if you
sing Soprano) you‟ll be very welcome.

Tue

1

Wed
Sun

2
6

Mon
Tue

7
8

Wed

9

Thu
Sat

10
11

Sun

13

Mon
Tue
Wed

14
15
16

Thurs

17

Sun

20

7.45 am
1.00 pm
8.00 pm
7.30pm

All Saints' Day
Art Fellowship: Church House.
Sung Eucharist
Alpha Course: Church House
Third Sunday before Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
9.00 am Sung Communion
10.30 am All Age Family Service
12noon3pm Winter Warmers: Church House
Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no
6.00 pm sermon)
7.00 pm Prayer Hour
10.15 am Ladies‟ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study
1.00 pm Art Fellowship: Church House.
8.00 pm Mothers‟ Union: Church House
7.30 pm Alpha Course: Church House
24 hours of prayer for High Wycombe: Church
7.00 am House
10.00am Church Auction: Hughenden Village Hall
Second Sunday before Advent - Remembrance
Sunday
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer)
10.20 am Act of Remembrance
10.40 am Family Communion with JC club
6.00
Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no
pm
sermon)
6.00 pm Come Close
10.15 am Ladies‟ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study
1.00 pm Art Fellowship: Church House.
1.45 pm Tiny Tots' Service: Church
7.30 pm Alpha Course: Church House
Friendship morning, Lunch at The Harrow.
12.15 for (Bookings are now
12.30 closed.)
Christ the King
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
9.00 am Sung Communion
10.30 am Informal Family Service with JC Club
Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no
6.00 pm sermon)
7.00 pm Prayer Hour

Mon
Tue
Sat
Sun

Mon
Tue

21 10.15 am Ladies‟ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study
22 1.00 pm Art Fellowship: Church House.
26 8.30 am Mens' Breakfast: Church House
27
Advent Sunday
8.00 am Holy Communion (said)
9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Family Communion with JC club
Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no
6.00 pm sermon)
7.00 pm Prayer Hour
28 10.15 am Ladies‟ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study
29 1.00 pm Art Fellowship: Church House.

Answers to quiz
1. Coming or arrival
2. Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation
3. Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones
4. Chrysanthemum
5. Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto
6. OURS!
7. West Highland terrier
8. 4 months
9. 45
10. Halfpenny Bridge

December 2011/January 2012 Issue of
Outlook
Outlook is published on 28th of each month, except July and
December. The Editor for the December/January issue is Tony Dodd.
Items for inclusion should reach the Editor by email at
mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk or hand written articles should be
delivered or posted to Helen Byrne 67, Friars Gardens, Hughenden
Valley - all by 15th November please.
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St. Michael and All Angels
Hughenden
Our Mission is

“To enable all to follow Jesus Christ”
We shall live out this mission by:
1)

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ –
 That is steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer
 That is based on Jesus’ example
 By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours and work and school colleagues.

2)

Being seen and known in the wider Community by
 Understanding the communities in which we live and seeking
to be fully involved in those communities
 Building appropriate bridges between our Church and our
community
 Taking every opportunity to share the Good news about Jesus
Christ

3)

Offering and receiving spiritual and practical support and
development –
 That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual
journey
 That is based on worship that is honouring to God and
accessible and relevant to all
 And that is led by prayer that engages with the will of God
and his purposes

