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Welcome 
 

The fact that you are reading these words suggests that you are a 

new reader of this magazine. Either you are a newcomer to this area 

or you are a visitor. 

 

If you are a visitor, we hope that you have enjoyed your visit to our 

church; that you have found it interesting, instructive and conducive 

to prayer. If you are going to be here at one of our regular service 

times, we hope that you will join us in the worship of God and we ask 

that you take our greetings back to your own church. 

 

If you are new to this Parish, we bid you welcome and invite you to 

join us and share in the fellowship of God‟s family in Hughenden.  This 

magazine gives details of the regular times of worship here. We hope 

that you will find something to meet your spiritual needs. The printed 

word is cold and remote and we would like to make personal 

contact with you, so please leave your name and address in the box 

at the back of the church. 

 

Whoever you are who reads these words, may God bless you, sustain 

you and protect you, your family and friends, now and always. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

 

 

 

Outlook 
 

Editorial team Sylvia Clark 

 Bob & Jane Tucker 

Christopher & Jane Tyrer 

Tony Dodd 

Printing Norman Pulley and 

team 

Front cover picture Detail from a water -

colour painting by 

Geraldine Fisher. 



February 2012 

 

Dear Readers, 

 

How quickly we seem to have got to February! I‟m 

still vacuuming Christmas tree needles from the 

carpet and that last turkey and ham pie is still lurking in 

the freezer!  

 

As I write, we are in the grip of a very cold spell, even though there is 

beautiful sunshine during the daytime. It was brought home to me 

last night just how dreadful it must be for homeless people who are 

sleeping in doorways and out in the open. Our central heating broke 

down and after a telephone call to the gas board, an engineer 

arrived very quickly. However, we were without heat for the 

weekend before a new thermostat could be fitted. We were actually 

staying at our daughter‟s house for the Saturday night, but came 

home to a freezing cold house on Sunday evening. We put a hot 

water bottle in the bed, wore thick socks and put extra covers on top 

of the duvet but still we were cold. Has all this central heating made 

us soft? We never used to have heat at the turn of a dial! But how 

much worse it must be for the homeless and what a blessing the 

Wycombe Night Shelter (Wycombe Homeless Connection) is for 

those in our town who find themselves in this situation. Please keep 

supporting them. 

 

Thankfully the gas engineer returned very promptly on Monday 

morning and we now have a warm house for which we are 

extremely grateful. 

 

You will see that „The Wilder Side‟ this time is, sadly, „The Last Wilder 

Side‟. Darrell has decided that the time has come to put his pen 

away. I‟m sure many readers will be very sorry that these delightful 

articles will no longer appear monthly in Outlook. We offer our 

warmest thanks to Darrell for the many years of service he has given 

to the parish magazine and the pleasure he has brought to so many 

people. However, I have just heard a whisper that, with a little 

encouragement, he may consider a quarterly submission. I do hope 

so.             

Sylvia Clark, Editor 



From the Vicarage February 2012 
 

My New Year brought with it a 

bit of a new role, Area Dean for 

the Wycombe Deanery. It has 

slightly bemused me how many 

people have offered their 

congratulations about this 

when in reality whenever a 

vacancy for this post comes up, 

clergy everywhere duck and 

hide. I certainly have for the last 

two times! It is an extra role on 

top of being a parish vicar and 

actually there is quite a bit to it. 

Basically the Church of England 

structures look like this: firstly 

there is the Diocese, (our‟s is 

Oxford and takes in the historic 

counties of Oxfordshire, Berk- 

shire and Buckinghamshire). We 

have a diocesan bishop who is 

very much a figurehead of the 

whole. A diocese is also split 

into arch-deaconries; these are 

sort of administrative areas. In 

this diocese the arch-

deaconries are basically the 

three counties, plus one extra 

for the city of Oxford itself. These 

are looked after by an assistant 

bishop, in our case Alan Wilson, 

and an archdeacon, Karen 

Gorham. Then, of course, there 

is the parish where most of the 

work gets done; all the other 

structures are there (or should 

be) basically to support the 

parish and its work. However, 

parishes are clustered together 

locally in what are called 

deaneries. Our‟s is based on 

High Wycombe but takes in 

other villages and towns 

surrounding. Wycombe 

Deanery extends as far as 

Turville in the west, to Bourne 

End in the east, Bradenham in 

the north and to Fawley in the 

South. It includes Marlow and of 

course our own Hughenden. It is 

quite large!  

 

The Deanery has several roles; it 

is meant to be a pastoral 

support network, a facilitator of 

mission and of course it also 

apportions the level of parish 

share. The Parish Share is the 

amount of money that each 

parish has to raise to pay into 

central funds of the diocese in 

order to pay for the ministry of 

the church. The vast majority of 

money raised supports the 

„stipend‟ paid to clergy as well 

as their housing and admini-

strative costs. The Parish Share 

always generates ongoing 

issues and problems, with some 

parishes not meeting their 

targets and others wondering 

why they should be subsidising 

those that can‟t or won‟t pay. 

Every parish in the Deanery 

elects members to belong to 

the Deanery Synod which 

meets four times a year and 



acts as a sort of PCC for the 

Deanery. In addition clergy in 

the Deanery belong to a 

„chapter‟ which also meets 

several times a year. There is the 

Missions and Pastoral 

Committee, which 

acts a bit like 

our standing 

committee. 

Among 

other things 

this 

apportions funds to 

support various local mission 

initiatives. We receive a rebate 

from the Diocese which we use 

for this, but it only comes our 

way if we pay our parish share 

in full so it pays for the Deanery 

to keep its payments up. 

Wycombe Homeless 

Connection is one initiative that 

benefits from a payment from 

the Deanery grant. The Area 

Dean has oversight of all this, 

plus other jobs such as 

„visitations‟ to parishes. This, I am 

glad to say, is shared with the 

Deanery Lay Chair; it is the 

„housekeeping‟ part of the role 

with inspections of „logs and 

terriers‟. I really can‟t wait! 

 

When I talked this through with 

the Bishop he emphasised 

another role of the Area Dean, 

that of being the ears and eyes 

of the Bishop, so...Bishop‟s spy 

then! I think what he meant is 

someone on the ground who 

can do „health checks‟ in the 

parishes, I think this involves a 

pastoral role, sometimes 

listening to clergy when things 

are not necessarily going well 

for them. There are all sorts of 

other things about which I 

won‟t go into detail here. 

Suffice to say as I write I have 

only been in the role for three 

days and a variety of matters 

have already come my way. 

Daunted? Of course I am and I 

know that it will be a sharp 

learning curve. Writing all of this 

does make me think that it all 

seems a far cry from why I 

came into the ministry in the first 

place. I also have to confess 

that I haven‟t exactly been the 

most enthusiastic advocate of 

Anglican structures over the 

years, so a little bit of poacher 

turned gamekeeper then! 

 

However, the church has 

always needed its structures in 

order to function well. Reading 

the Acts of the Apostles gives us 

a fascinating glimpse into how 

the structures and supports of 

the early church developed. 

My question though, is whether 

these structures act as servants 

or masters? The same is true of 

the structures in the local 

church. I hope that what we 

have now at Hughenden is 

more purposeful and prayerful 



than perhaps it once was. For 

instance, we now have four 

PCCs a year rather than the ten 

when I first arrived, much of the 

work now being done by the 

leadership team and task 

groups; and following on from 

the „Leading Your Church into 

Growth‟ conference last year  

we are seeking to embed the 

„4Ps‟ principle into everything 

we do (see Mike Dean‟s 

ongoing articles about these). I 

see no reason why we shouldn‟t 

measure what goes on in the 

Deanery against these as well; 

they are very useful and they 

work. There will inevitably be 

some consequences that come 

with this new post and the need 

for me to look at what I am 

already doing and how I am 

doing it. However, I believe that 

the church is in good heart and 

is very ably served by good 

shared leadership that has 

been built up over the years. 

We are very fortunate in having 

a very capable curate with us 

who I know will jump at the 

opportunity of developing her 

pastoral roles in the parish 

(although of course the primary 

directive remains; she is here to 

be trained and not to act 

simply as a spare pair of hands) 

and of course I am very grateful 

to Fred for all he continues to 

do. 

 

In a „I feel so overwhelmed‟ 

moment I shared all of this with 

Cath who simply reminded me 

that all this starts with prayer, 

and continues with prayer. She 

is so right. I know that this is 

going to bring greater 

responsibility. I also know that I 

don‟t function for long in a non-

stop 24/7 way, so that is not the 

way to deal with it. We were 

never meant to live like that 

anyway and to believe that we 

can do so is a very misguided, 

indeed sinful way of thinking. 

That such thinking is endemic in 

our culture is deeply worrying 

and is having dire conse-

quences for people‟s physical, 

emotional and spiritual health. I 

will fiercely continue to preserve 

time out for family, aging and 

ailing parents and yes, for 

personal rejuvenation to 

recharge spent batteries (the 

motorbike stays!). Most of all 

though, I would really 

appreciate the support that 

only prayer can bring. Some 

people have a really important 

ministry in praying for others. I 

know one or two readers of 

Outlook who, perhaps 

because of age or 

infirmity, are not as 

physically active as 

they once were but 

who know that what they can 

do is pray. I know that I am 

prayed for in my role as vicar. I 



am so grateful; please keep it 

up, as I will endeavour to 

continue to pray for you as well. 

 

God Bless, Simon 

PS:  Did you know that there is a 

Wycombe Deanery website.  

www.wycombedeanery.co.uk. 

It is maintained by our own 

Helen Byrne, who incidentally 

will continue on as the Area 

Dean‟s Secretary, so I am in 

very capable hands. 

 

PPS: leading on from this, it has 

been an interesting exercise to 

look at some figures from this 

website. They are a few years 

out of date (suggesting a much 

needed review!) but they are a 

guide to how things look 

financially. Based on the 

numbers on the electoral 

role, to meet the 2009 

Parish Share Payment, (it 

will be more in 2012, 

although the Diocese 

have done their best to keep 

costs down) if every person on 

the electoral role of churches in 

the Deanery had paid the 

same, then each person would 

have had to give an annual 

sum of £318.85. This of course 

doesn‟t include any 

expenditure to maintain the  

local church itself. If the figures 

were worked out based on 

attendance, which is always 

less than the electoral role, this 

sum would have risen to £463.99 

per person to pay the Parish 

Share. 

 

This is a crude way of doing 

things I know, but it might help 

to indicate that the money to 

pay for the ongoing ministry of 

the Church doesn‟t come from 

thin air, it comes from us. We 

need to put these figures in 

perspective. Generous giving is 

a part of our Christian 

discipleship. A part of that 

giving is unashamedly to the 

Church (whatever sort of 

church that may be) to enable 

its mission to continue. There is a 

biblical figure of a tithe, 10% of 

our income, (some would argue 

gross, others net). This 

might not be 

realisable for many 

people but it is a 

good figure to aim at. 

A few years ago it was 

suggested that ideally 

half of this (5%) could be as 

church giving. There was also a 

study undertaken which 

concluded that there was a 

real financial crisis among 

Church of England members. If 

what was given to the church 

represented 5% of the 

disposable income of its 

members, then they were living 

on less than half the state 

pension! 

 



I do not write this to load with 

guilt. However, I don‟t think that 

there is widespread knowledge 

of the true costs of keeping the 

Church going, even amongst 

those who are a part of the 

church. If we belong to that  

church and we believe that it is  

 

indeed good news to the world, 

then under God we have our  

part to play; that includes both 

us and our money! Maybe for 

some of us it is time for a bit of a 

review. 

Simon 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

ANNUAL REPORT BOOKLET 

 

It is that time of year again when I need to ask all those involved in 

Church Activities to write a brief report for the Annual Report Booklet 

in readiness for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting which is to be 

held on Sunday 29th April 2012 at 12.00pm following the 10.30am 

Service.  

 

I should be grateful if you would submit them to me, preferably by 

email, no later than 18th March so that I can compile the booklet in 

time for everybody to see it before the meeting. My email address is 

penny.austin@tiscali.co.uk. I shall look forward to receiving your 

reports. 

        With many thanks 

Penny Austin 

PCC Secretary 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

Pancake Evening   
February 21st, from 7pm at Church House, 

Hughenden. 

  

Whatever your skills, whether you think of yourself as 

a future Jamie Oliver or not, come and join us for some 

fun and pancake making, racing and flipping at 

Hughenden. Fancy your chances with the best 

looking pancake or do you have a favoured filling that you know 

everyone must try? 

mailto:penny.austin@tiscali.co.uk


We will provide the pancake ingredients and the cooking facilities; all 

you need is to bring yourself, a frying pan and of course your trainers. 

  

Watch the notice board in the church porch for further details or 

contact Richard on 07585 119365.  

 

 

The One Can Trust and Dorcas Project 

 

At the Mother‟s Union Service last year, we heard a guest speaker tell 

us how the „One Can Trust‟ had grown since its conception and how 

many families it had been able to help with food parcels. If you wish 

to contribute to this very worthy cause, there is a box on the bench 

at the back of church in which you may leave your tins and 

packages. This box is emptied regularly and the contents delivered 

to the drop-off point.  

 

Similarly, the Dorcas Project collects clothes for children from 0-5 

years old. These may be second-hand in good condition or new. If 

you have anything you wish to donate to the project, it may be left 

at Holy Trinity Church Office, on the Amersham Road, from Monday 

to Friday, mornings only. If you prefer I can take them for you as I am 

in the process of making up a parcel for them. Contact me on 

563960.  

 

Yvonne Cook 

Thank You 

 

Where do I start? From the bottom of my heart a huge thank you for 

the many cards, letters, love and support that you have all shown me 

over the past weeks, and also to John during his illness. I know he 

appreciated it. It has meant such a lot to me and will help sustain me 

during the coming months. 
 

My thanks to Simon, Fred and Helen for their support; also to Neil, 

Arthur and the choir for their part in John‟s service, and especially to 

the Mothers‟ Union for making a very difficult day more bearable. I 

am so proud to be a member myself. Hughenden is a wonderful 

Christian family. 

Sara Badrick 



The Lectionary – February 
 

         Readers 
          8 am     9 am  10.30 am 
5th 3rd Sunday before Lent 
 Isaiah 40, 21–31   A Johnson  D Hamley  M Dean 
 1 Corinthians 9, 16-23  P Hynard  J Tyrer 
 Mark 1, 29-39    
 Evensong: 
 Psalm 5 
 Numbers 13, 1-2 & 27-33 
 Philippians 2, 12-28 
 
12th 2nd Sunday before Lent 
 Proverbs 8, 1 & 22-31  J Wilson  L Smit  C Cronk 
 Colossians 1, 15-20  C Carter  E Sadler (check J Steel 
         which reading) 
 John 1, 1-14 
 Psalm at 9am: 104, 24-end 
 Evensong: 
 Psalm 65 
 Genesis 2, 4b-25 
 Luke 8, 22-35 
 
19th Sunday next before Lent 
 2 Kings 2, 1-12   J Dauncey  K Moxham  Informal 
 2 Corinthians 4, 3-6  J Kendell  V Stattersfield Service 
 Mark 9, 2-9 
 Evensong: 
 Psalms 2 & 99 
 1 Kings 19, 1-16 
 2 Peter 1, 16-21 
 
26th 1st Sunday of Lent 
 Genesis 9, 8-17   A Jaycock  L Stallwood  A Dean 
 1 Peter 3, 18-22   N Chalk  D Lowe (check J Camplisson 

 Mark 1, 9-15      which reading) 
 Psalm at 9am: 25 
 Evensong: 
 Psalm 119, 17-32 
 Genesis 2, 15-17 & 3, 1-7 
 Romans 5, 12-19 
 
   

Help!  Urgent need for magazine printing assistance 
As many will know, Norman, our Master Printer, is currently not too well. We 

need an extra pair of hands to help us with the magazine printing until 

Norman is feeling better again. Please phone Brian Clark on HW 562801.  



24/7 Prayer for Wycombe 
 

It is now a year since we joined over thirty other churches in the area 

to cover High Wycombe in prayer 24/7. 

 

There are many ministries taking place in our town and there are 

members of St Michael‟s congregation actively taking part in some 

of them. These ministries need our prayers; there is no shortage of 

requests in the monthly prayer points. 

 

Our chosen day is the second Thursday of every month and this 

month it falls on Thursday 9 February, from 8am to 8am Friday 

morning. The prayer room will be set up in Church House and coffee 

and tea will be available in the kitchen if you would like a hot drink 

before you leave.  

 

Prayerfully consider praying for one hour or part of one hour, on our 

chosen day. The sign-up sheet is on the table at the back of church 

and the prayer points will be available at the beginning of the 

month. More details are available from Simon, (563439) Jacky, (07921 

258822) or Yvonne, (563960).  

 

Yvonne Cook 

 

 

MS Ploughman’s Lunch 
 

The High Wycombe and District Branch of the Multiple Sclerosis 

Society is holding a Ploughman‟s Lunch in Hughenden Village Hall on 

Wednesday 15th February. The doors open at 12.00pm and lunches 

will be served at 12.30pm.  Lunches cost £5.00 and there will be a 

Raffle and a Bring & Buy stall. 

  

All the money raised from this event will be used to help people with 

MS in the local area. 
  

Belinda Peddle 

Secretary 
High Wycombe & District Branch - MS Society 

01494 443917 
 



FEBRUARY  So far the winter has been mild, but by the time you read 

this, things might be very different. It is interesting to look back on 

records of earlier years, and here are two extracts from my husband 

Ron‟s writings, snapshots from February 1981 and February 1991. 

                                  Irene Cretchley 

 

 
NOT EXACTLY SPRING!  

 
First spring day! 

Well, not exactly spring; 
Not the “pretty ring time” yet, 

Though a few birds sing, 
And snowdrops here and there 

Cause me to stare. 
The air is warm to touch  
As a fond flushed cheek. 

 
Just a week ago we still had snow; 
Winter moped, sullen joy froze. 
Joy’s quintessence is surprise 

Not so much found in rise of sun or tide 
- They’re almanac advised - 

As in the sudden flight of brimstone wings fluttering, 
- A butterfly alive, this February 25! - 

And in lark-rise on a thread of silver sound; 
Sweet celestial ringing, 

Music to confound old Papa Bach 
Who never did devise such happy singing. 

 
So much delight in one brief flight! 

I have not heart to shout 
“This isn’t spring!’ 

Well, not exactly spring. 
Nor shall I be a killjoy on this joy-sprung day 

By saying winter’s tail can hide a sting. 
----------------------------- 

Ron Cretchley, 12.03 1991 
 



JOURNAL ENTRY  1st February 1981 
 
What a glorious day! After the service at St Michael’s, Hughenden Valley, we all 
four (five, including the dog, Mindy) walked up the hill to Piggot’s Wood. 
Everywhere was bathed in premature spring sun and warmth. The pines at the 
hill’s summit against the back-drop of blue awoke in me an indistinct memory of 
Canada. Such crystal clarity of air, sky and scene is peculiarly Canadian. 
 
Here is perfection. Amidst so many days of rain, fog, frost and snow there comes 
- quite suddenly and unheralded - perfection. It is akin to the rare visitations of joy 
and inspiration. All are gifts of grace.                                                Ron Cretchley 
 

 
 

News from Christians in the Community 
A Happy New Year to all the readers! 

 

The Christmas activities went very well for us – the carol singing in the 

local pubs generated more carol singers than ever, and in spite of 

Norman Pulley being in hospital at the time when the Christmas cards 

needed to be put into elastic bands, a team of four of us at the 

Naphill Methodist Church completed the task. A different system of 

prioritizing who should receive mince pies was used and we hope not 

many people were disappointed. 

 

The Carols by Candlelight service at the Naphill Village Hall was, as 

usual, well attended. 

 

The next „Christians in the Community‟ committee meeting will on 

Tuesday 7th February at 7.30 pm in the Naphill Methodist Church. 

    

Norma Clarke 

 

 

Floodlighting Dedications 

 

A dedication which missed the last issue was for: 

 

15 – 22 January All of the Hutton family were remembering with  

    love Margot, particularly on 16 January, her   

    anniversary.  



If you have a special occasion to mark, why don‟t you dedicate the 

flood-lighting? Your dedication can be for anything within reason, 

remembering loved ones, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, new 

babies – or just for the joy of being alive! 

Lin Smit 

If you have  

Fairtrade Fortnight 27 February – 11 March 2012 
 

We opened a new box of coffee sachets on Sunday morning.   

Nothing momentous in that you might think, and indeed there wasn‟t 

– except that the coffee supplier had changed the packaging. Our 

Fairtrade coffee sachets now give a brief explanation of what 

Fairtrade means to the growers and pickers – and also a quote from 

Proverbs 22:1(A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches).   

The packaging also points out that Indigo Valley, our excellent 

coffee supplier, works in partnership with Compassion UK. Together 

they are trying to release children from economic, social, physical 

and spiritual poverty. So the money we spend with Indigo Valley 

helps them to help others. 

 

All this reminded me that it‟s nearly time for Fairtrade Fortnight and I 

thought I‟d remind you too. Fairtrade is about better prices, decent 

working conditions, local sustainability, and fair terms of trade for 

farmers and workers in the developing world. This year‟s theme is 

„Take a Step in 2012‟, and we are being encouraged to take a step 

towards achieving the goal of a better deal for everyone. We‟ve 

come a long way already. For example, in 1998 the value of 

Fairtrade coffee sales was under £14million. By 2009 it was £157 

million. What I don‟t know though is what the annual figure is for all 

coffee sales. I‟d like to think perhaps that it was £160 million because 

that would mean we were really making a difference. My guess is 

that the figure runs into a number of billions which means we‟ve still 

got a long way to go – and that‟s just with coffee. 

 

We‟re approaching Lent. This year, instead of giving something up, 

how about taking something up – maybe changing one item in your 

weekly shopping basket to a Fairtrade product? 

Lin Smit 
 

NB:  See the Mothers’ Union Fairtrade  Big Brew poster on page 14.    Ed. 



THE LAST WILDER SIDE 

Yes, it really is the „last‟ after about 275 articles since the first one in 

June 1988, so they have been appearing for nearly a quarter of a 

century, month by month, until the „10 issues a year started‟. Not a 

bad record, I suppose. 

So why stop now? In my 60s and 70s the area I covered as a walker 

was much wider and I saw more things of interest, but that area has 

now shrunk. I have also noticed a degree of repetitiveness, which I 

never used to allow. 

My object has always been to give you, dear readers, an awareness 

of the wildlife in our Valley, be it birds, botany, butterflies, bugs and 

other beasties, together with excursions into meteorology (gales, 

snow etc), astronomy (total eclipse and planets), and sometimes a 

bit of local history. All of which has, I hope, encouraged you to be 

better observers, which makes you more alert to what is going on 

around you, which will make life more interesting, and you will live 

longer and happier – not a bad aim! 

I won‟t bang on about this weird winter, as I have told you about 

North Atlantic Oscillations and jet streams before. Clear evenings: 28 

December; ten to five o‟clock. A pink glow on the western horizon, a 

crescent moon with the old moon in its arms, a blazing bright planet 

Venus alongside, planet Jupiter nearby, almost as bright. I knew from 

the „Heavens Above‟ website that the International Space Station 

would pass over Friars Gardens at 16.57 – and it did. As bright as 

Jupiter and its solar panel wings just visible. An awe inspiring moment. 

I must end with my beloved birds. Recent delights: a rare visit from a 

Treecreeper, a close view of a lovely little Goldcrest in our birdbath, 

and the reappearance of the rare Marsh Tit (I‟ve told you how to 

identify it before!) and, I look up – what do I see? An overwintering 

male Blackcap warbler!!!  Goodbye and bless you all. 

Darrell Hamley 

 

 

 

 



 

Mothers’ Union 
 

The Big Brew 
 

A Fairtrade Coffee Morning will be held on 

Wednesday, 29 February 

10am – 12 noon 

at Church House, Hughenden 

Also Bring & Buy stall 

 
Fairtrade Fortnight will take place from 27 February until 11 March 

and will mark the 10th anniversary of the launch of Fairtrade in the UK. 

Its purpose is to tackle poverty and empower producers in 

developing countries. 

Please come and support our Big Brew. 

 

 

Mothers’ Union Annual General Meeting 
 

This will be held on 7 February 2012 at 8pm in Church House. 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

Iain Rennie Hospice at Home Himalayan Challenge 

 
I got back from India towards the end of October and this is just a 

brief article about my time there. Arriving in Delhi was quite a shock 

as it was so hot, dirty and smelly. We were approached by touts and 

beggars and everyone wanting a tip for everything. Our first three 

days were spent decorating a large house for a charity called 

Cankids which provides accommodation for the families of children 

who have come to Delhi for treatment at the cancer hospital.  



Previously, families had to pay to sleep on the pavement outside the 

hospital. This was quite tiring as it was hot and humid, but we 

achieved a lot in a short time and the bedrooms that we decorated 

looked really good. 
  

We went overnight on the train to Pathankot then overland to 

Dharamshala for the start of our trek. This was very hard, much harder 

than any of us thought with very difficult tracks to walk on. We were 

crossing swing bridges, walking over streams, crossing large boulders, 

all with sheer drops either one side or the other. We were all out of 

our comfort zone, especially as it was a lot hotter than we expected - 

low 30 degrees most of the time. We all managed the trek and had a 

great sense of achievement at the end of it.   

 

Would I do anything like this again - probably not! Did I enjoy it - not 

at the time, but I am very pleased that I managed to complete the 

trek. I also managed to raise over £9,000 for Iain Rennie Hospice at 

Home which is an amazing total and made it all worthwhile. 

  

Christine Powell 

 

Not many people know that! 

 

Every year, just before Christmas, there are lots of things 

happening in our church. One of these is the provision 

and decoration of our magnificent Christmas tree 

which stands in the northwest corner of the church. 

 

A week or so before Christmas, you would be 

forgiven if you thought you had seen, one dark night, a 

12 foot plus tree walking up the church path.  Don‟t 

worry, you hadn‟t eaten too many mince pies!  It was David Lowe, 

once again generously providing us with our annual Christmas tree, 

for which we are very grateful.  

 

The size is very important; too big and it won‟t go through the door; 

too small and no-one would see it at the back of the church. Once in 

position, the tree has to be decorated. Your tree at home would be 

easy-peasy compared to this. Ladders have to be put into position 

and mounted, and due to the tree‟s size and height, this is no mean 



fete. A considerable amount of thought then has to go into how it is 

to be decorated. I sometimes wonder how the person situated on a 

ladder carrying out the decoration from the top, must feel if he or she 

ever looks down! I am sure there are many comments like „Hold onto 

the ladder‟;  „Don‟t lean forward‟;  „Look out! You‟re leaning 

backwards‟.  

 

The decoration of the tree slowly takes shape and is eventually 

completed at ground level. What a magnificent sight for all those 

people visiting our church over the festive season. 

 

A very big thank you is due to Denise and Roy Barrow who selflessly 

carry out this task every year and bring so much joy to so many 

people. 

Brian Clark 

 

 

ZANE – Zimbabwe A National Emergency 
 

“Lin, have you heard of ZANE?” said Susan Brice as we gathered 

music before a recent 9am service. 

 

I was dead proud – I had heard of it, but only just. Less than a month 

before I‟d been to my college course at Cuddesdon, and one of my 

fellow students had been handing out invitations to attend a 

presentation about ZANE. I was interested because it highlighted the 

plight of the elderly, and being one myself.......I felt drawn to the 

cause - but it was a night when I was already otherwise occupied so I 

couldn‟t go. 

 

Susan‟s interest prompted me to ask my contact for some 

information on ZANE, and you may have seen a „newspaper‟ on the 

table in church recently. ZANE works to support those who are victims 

of Robert Mugabe‟s regime. 

  

It works with those who are perhaps second or third generation 

Zimbabweans, who owned and ran successful farms, and who saved 

for their old age. Their farms have been taken, their savings drained 

due to the ravages of hyper-inflation and many of them now 



struggling to feed themselves, let alone cope with the other 

expenditures of normal, everyday living.    

 

ZANE‟s work doesn‟t stop with the elderly. It works with all sectors of 

the community in Zimbabwe and has a programme which aims to 

treat those suffering with club foot while they are young enough for 

treatment to be successful. 

 

I shall be following ZANE‟s progress for the rest of this academic year 

(while John my fellow student and I are still at Cuddesdon), so watch 

out for occasional updates. 

Lin Smit 

 

February Recipe (very old Bucks recipe) 

Stone Cream 

 

Ingredients 

½ pint thick cream 

½ pint milk 

2 egg whites 

Vanilla and sugar to taste 

2 sheets of gelatin or powdered gelatin 

Strawberry Jam 

1 tablespoon of sherry (optional) 

 

Method 

 

Melt gelatin in a very little hot water. Whip the cream. Add milk and 

whipped whites of eggs and last of all add the gelatin slowly. Put jam 

in the bottom of a glass dish and pour mixture over it and put it aside 

to set. 

 

A variation of this sweet I have seen had sherry added. 

I have not been able to find out for certain why this is particularly a 

Bucks recipe, but as there was a fair bit of dairy farming carried out in 

this area and also a lot of strawberry farms, I assume that it was a 

popular sweet in the district during the summer. It‟s sometimes served 

with wine biscuits which I will give in next month‟s recipe. 

Ann Way 

 



Friendship Morning 

 
This is a get together in Church House on the 3rd Thursday each 

month at 10.30 a.m. It is primarily for those who are bereaved, who 

live on their own, and for those who are lonely.  The emphasis is very 

much on companionship, and the atmosphere is light and cheerful.  

Please contact me if you think this is for you. 

 

Judith Camplisson – 565108 

 

 

 

 

Tiny Tots Informal Service 
 

3rd Wednesday every month at 1.45 pm 

All are welcome at this service in church where  

we have a story, some songs, toys, tea and squash.  Do come. 
 

The next service is on 15 February 
 

For details contact Nicky Fairbairn on 520359 

 

 

 

Could this be you? 
 

Have a thought about sponsoring a child. Eric and I started 

sponsoring children about 11 years ago through Plan International.  

We have sponsored a boy in Uganda and a girl in India. I am 

currently sponsoring a boy in India. 

  

At the end of my Himalayan Challenge I had the opportunity 

to visit Arun who lives in the slums of Delhi. Plan staff took me 

to visit several projects with which Plan is involved. These 

included a pre-school for snake charmer children (snake 

charming is banned in India because of cruelty to the 

snakes so the families have no income except 

begging).  



They have also set up libraries in secondary schools and a centre for 

handicapped children (a handicapped child is considered a stigma 

in India and the children can be treated very badly). These 

projects are set up by Plan and run by local volunteers. 

Plan's policy is to enable local people to help themselves - 

they call it „empowering‟, and several of the volunteers 

that I met had been sponsored children who now wanted 

to help others. Finally, I was taken to meet Arun and his 

family which was so humbling as they have so little and we 

have so much. 

  

We pay £17 a month by Direct Debit which is not much, but it does 

make a huge difference to help the people to help themselves. To 

find out more please contact Plan International UK, Finsgate, 5-7 

Cranwood Street, London EC1V 9LH. Tel 0300 777 9777. E-mail 

mail@plan-international.org.uk 

  

Christine Powell 

 

 
 
Valley Wives 
 

We have a D.I.Y. evening in January to save speakers having to 

travel in the event of bad weather. This year we had a Butterfly Drive, 

which is played like Beetle but by drawing butterflies, so is quite 

difficult to play at speed because of more detail in the shape. In 

recognition of this, Jill gave a prize for the best looking butterfly! Later 

we had a picture of 12 butterflies to which we had to match the 

correct names. The whole evening caused much fun and chatter. 

Many thanks to Jill for arranging this which must have taken some 

effort to do and as always she makes her every task look easy. 

 

Our next meeting is on February 3rd when Amanda Rayner's subject 

is „The Language of the Fan‟. A small competition is to take place 

each meeting, so this time you are invited to bring an item of interest 

beginning with the letter S, which is to be judged by the speaker. 

 

On 23rd March a Dinner and Concert has been arranged for our  

mailto:mail@plan-international.org.uk


fund raising effort. Please come and bring husbands and friends. 

Tickets and more details will be available from Doreen Bellamy and 

committee members. Raffle donations would be welcome.   

 

Joan Steel 

 

Good Companions 
 

Our December meeting saw our customary Christmas party. Our 

guest was Simon, and after he had said grace we tucked into a 

delicious three course lunch. We ended the afternoon with carols. 

 

We began our January meeting on a sad note, observing a minute's 

silence in memory of Myra Taylor who died at the end of November. 

Also remembered was former member Mary Scott. 

 

Guest speaker was Angus Idle, neighbour and HRA vice chairman, 

who gave a talk illustrated with photographs about the interest in 

botany which he developed in his school days and its subsequent 

importance, both here and in Africa, in his post-school career. He 

also touched upon other matters of scientific interest such as the 

effect of the sun's gravitational pull on the exact timing of midday, 

the waxing and waning of the moon, and in response to questions on 

the topic, the environmental impact of some of the changes brought 

about by our current life style. Members showed their appreciation of 

his fascinating discourse. We still live and learn! 

 

Our February meeting will feature a return visit from Margaret Deakin, 

this time featuring the top end and outback of Australia. 

 

Michael Harris 

 

        
 
 

                     

 

 

 



STOP PRESS! 

Sunday the 15th January 

Simon had mentioned in his January Letter from the Vicarage that he was 

coming towards an anniversary. Thanks to Lin Smit, we discovered that it is 

10 years since his Induction at St Michael‟s. 

Never missing an opportunity for a 

celebration, there was a very happy 

event on Sunday the 15th, being the 

day before the actual date of the 

anniversary. Between the end of the 

09.00 Service but before the start of 

the 10.30, there was a presentation of 

a book „The 

History of 

Christianity‟ and a bottle of champagne. After 

the 10.30 Service we enjoyed a beautiful cake 

provided by Jean Godfrey, washed down with a 

glass [or two] of „fizz‟, 

alongside the usual coffee 

and biscuits.   

Now our Area Dean, we 

may hope that we shall 

have Simon and Cath for many years to come. Our 

celebration was a small way of saying „thank you‟ 

for all that Simon and Cath have done, are doing 

and, we hope and pray, will continue to do in 

GOD‟s name in this place.                                                                                                              

                                         Brian and Christopher 

     

Creche Rota 

Feb    5 Elaine Morley / Ann Long / Angela Aze 

 12 Shirley Brown / Vicki Michell / Anna Pedrette 

 19 Sylvia Clark / Jane Lomas / Anne Smalley 

 26 Pam Felix / Nickie Marsh / Eleanor Telling 

 

Coffee Rota 
Feb   5    Jenny Phillips / Clare Godfrey 

 12    Clare Godfrey / Jean Godfrey 
 19    Jean Godfrey / Susan Devereux 

 26    Susan Devereux / Elaine Morley 



Flower Rota 
 

Please see list in church porch. 

 

From the Parish Registers: 
 

The Departed: 

Gerald Sidney Phipps, aged 81 

Pamela Jean Darvill-Evans, aged 82 

 

Communicants – December: 
 

Sundays:     Weekdays : 

4th   30  =  47  =    77  6th MU Corporate  32 

11th   27  +  76  =  103  24th Christmas Eve  18 

18th   23  +  50  =    73  28th Holy Innocents  11 

25th 119  +  37  +  42  =  298  

 

Intercessions 

 

9 am Service     10.30 am Service 

Feb   5th Sara Badrick   Sunday School 

 12th       Yvonne Cook 

 19th Andy MacBarnett  TBA 

 26th      Jim and Ann Long 

  

 

Switchover is coming and help is at hand 

 

Digital switchover is coming to our village soon, and if you don‟t convert your TV 

to digital by this time, you won‟t be able to watch any TV programmes. The 

BBC-run Switchover help Scheme can convert one TV to digital for you. You are 

eligible for the Help Scheme if you are: 

 - aged 75 or over, or 

 - live in a care home (for six months or more), or 

 - receive (or could get):   

  * Disability Living Allowance (DLA), or 

  * Attendance or Constant Attendance Allowance, or 

  * Mobility Supplement, or are 

 - registered blind or partially sighted 

 



If you are eligible then the Help Scheme will write to you directly. You will need 

to send back the completed reply form or telephone for free on 0800 40 85 900. 

Please respond, even if you don‟t need help.  

If you know someone who needs a helping hand, please talk to them and 

make sure they get the help they are entitled to. For further information please 

contact Bridget Wythe or Carol Nutkins at Community Impact Bucks on 0845 

389 0389. 

NB: Due to lack of space, this is an abbreviated notice. See next month’s Outlook for 

the notice in full. 

 

Calendar – February 2012 
Morning Prayer is said daily from Monday to Saturday. Please check 

the weekly notices sheet for timings. Bellringing practice is held at 

7.30pm on Tuesdays in the Belltower. New ringers are always 

welcome. Choir practice takes place at 7.45pm on Wednesday in 

Church. If you can read music (and particularly if you are a soprano 

or alto) do come and join us. 

 
Thu 2 

 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

  
8.00 pm Sung Eucharist:  Church 

Sun  5 
 

Third Sunday before Lent 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
9.00 am Sung Communion 

  
10.30 am All Age Family Service 

  

noon-
3.30pm Winter Warmers:  Church House 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

  
7.00 pm Prayer Hour:  Church 

Mon 6 10.15 am Ladies’ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study 
Tue  7   1.00 pm Art Fellowship:  Church House. 

  
8.00 pm Mothers’ Union AGM:  Church House 

Thu  9 7.00 am 24 hours of prayer for High Wycombe:  Church House 
Sat 11 

 
Wedding:  Sara Barton and Jack Chudley 

Sun  12 
 

Second Sunday before Lent 

  
8.00 am Said Communion 

  
9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
10.30 am Family Communion with JC club 

  
6.00 pm Come Close 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

Mon  13 10.15 am Ladies’ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study 
Tue  14   1.00 pm Art Fellowship:  Church House. 
Wed  15 1.45 pm Tiny Tots' Service:  Church 
Thu 16 10.30 am Friendship morning:  Church House. 
Sun 19 

 
Next before Lent 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 



  
9.00 am Sung Communion 

  
10.30 am Informal Family Service with JC Club 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

  
7.00 pm Prayer Hour 

Mon 20 10.15 am Ladies’ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study 
Tue 21   1.00 pm Art Fellowship:  Church House. 

  
7.30 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party:  Church House 

Wed 22 
 

Ash Wednesday 

  
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion with hymns and Imposition of 
Ashes:  Church 

Sun 26 
 

First Sunday of Lent 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  
9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
10.30 am Family Communion with JC club 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

  
7.00 pm Prayer Hour 

Mon 27 10.15 am Ladies’ Daytime Fellowship and Bible Study 
Tue 28 1.00 pm Art Fellowship:  Church House 

Wed 29 
10.00am 

– 12 noon  
Mothers’ Union Big Brew Coffee Morning and Bring & 
Buy:  Church House 

 
 

Meetings and Organisations 
 

House groups  Weekdays  See weekly notice 

sheet for details  

CYFA (School 

Years 10 +)  

8.00 p.m. alternate 

Sundays  

Contact Mike 

Dean (463376) for 

details  

D-CYFA (School 

Years 7 – 9)  

Once per Half 

Term  

Contact Anne 

Dean (463376) for 

details  

 

March 2012 Issue of Outlook 

 

Outlook is published on the 28th of each month, except July.  

The Editors for the March issue will be Bob and Jane Tucker. Items for 

inclusion should reach the Editors by email at  
 

mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk 

  

or hand-written articles should be delivered or posted to Helen Byrne 

at 67 Friars Gardens, Hughenden Valley. All contributions to be by 

15th February, please. 

mailto:mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk


Who's Who at St Michael & All Angels 
 

VICAR AND AREA DEAN OF WYCOMBE Rev. Simon Cronk 563439 

NON STIPENDIARY PRIEST Rev. Fred Friend 563168 

CURATE Rev. Helen Peters 716772 

CHURCHWARDENS Brian Clark 
Christopher Tyrer 

562801 
01844 344650 

PARISH CLERK & VERGER Arthur Johnson 521471 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Lin Smit 462094 

CHURCH NOTICES/WEBSITE Ben Brice 445899 

PCC LAY VICE CHAIRMAN Derek Godfrey 565956 

PCC SECRETARY Penny Austin 529596 

PCC ASSISTANT SECRETARY Anne Dean 463376 

PCC TREASURER Mike Morgan 514252 

PCC ASSISTANT TREASURER David Cornwall 714718 

PLANNED GIVING SECRETARIES David & Joyce Cornwall 714718 

TASK GROUP LEADERS:      WORSHIP Rev. Simon Cronk 563439 

                                                PASTORAL SUPPORT Anne Dean 463376 

                                                YOUTH Mike Dean 
Jane Tucker 
Norma Clarke (Administrator) 
Helen Byrne (Co-ordinator) 

463376 
534989 
563116 
564342 

                                                MISSION Christopher Tyrer O1844 344650 

                                                OUTREACH & SOCIAL Frank Hawkins 565050 

ALPHA COURSE - ADMINISTRATOR Diane Hawkins 565050 

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER David Cornwall 714718 

DEANERY SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES Arthur Johnson 
Lin Smit 
Brian Clark 
Christopher Tyrer 

521471 
462094 
562801 

01844 344650 

ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER Neil Brice 445899 

WORSHIP LEADER Tony Sackville 446035 

AV AND SOUND SYSTEM Frank Hawkins 565050 

SERVERS Andrew Cole 442191 

MOTHERS' UNION Barbara Willson 713770 

CAPTAIN OF BELLRINGERS David Cornwall 714718 

VALLEY WIVES Jill Graves 563813 

CRECHE ROTA Jane Lomas 563629 

CHRISTIANS IN THE COMMUNITY Norma Clarke 563116 

FRIENDSHIP MORNING Judith Camplisson 565108 

CHURCH HOUSE TEAS BOOKINGS Lin Smit 
Kay Kennedy 

462094 
529579 

CHURCH COFFEE ROTA Sylvia Clark 562801 

CHURCH FLOWERS Jean Godfrey 522198 

CHURCH BOOKSTALL Elaine Morley 562714 

CHURCH HOUSE BOOKINGS Parish Administrator 462094 

HUGHENDEN VILLAGE HALL Christine Powell 565942 

NAPHILL VILLAGE HALL Pam Smith 563364 

OUTLOOK MAGAZINE EDITORS Sylvia Clark 
Bob & Jane Tucker 
Christopher  & Jane Tyrer 
Tony Dodd 

562801 
534989 

01844 344650 
714310 

MAGAZINE PRINTING Norman Pulley & Team 563470 

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION Hilary Farrar-Hockley 528236 



St. Michael and All Angels 

Hughenden 
 

Our Mission is 

“To enable all to follow Jesus Christ” 
 

 We shall live out this mission by: 
 
 i) Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ – 

 That is steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer 

 That is based on Jesus’ example 

 By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families, 
neighbours and work and school colleagues. 

 
ii) Being seen and known in the wider Community by 

 

 Understanding the communities in which we live and 
seeking to be fully involved in those communities 

 Building appropriate bridges between our Church and our 
community 

 Taking every opportunity to share the Good news about 
Jesus Christ 

 
iii) Offering and receiving spiritual and practical support and  
 development – 

 

 That is appropriate to wherever people are on their 
spiritual journey 

 That is based on worship that is honouring to God and 
accessible and relevant to all 

 And that is led by prayer that engages with the will of God 
and his purposes 


