
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2015 / January 2016  



Welcome to Your Church 

 

The fact that you are reading these words suggests that you are a 

new reader of this magazine. Either you are a newcomer to this area 

or you are a visitor. 

 

If you are a visitor, we hope that you have enjoyed your visit to our 

church; that you have found it interesting, instructive and conducive 

to prayer. If you are going to be here at one of our regular service 

times, we hope that you will join us in the worship of God and we ask 

that you take our greetings back to your own church. 

 

If you are new to this Parish, we bid you welcome and invite you to 

join us and share in the fellowship of God’s family in Hughenden.  This 

magazine gives details of the regular times of worship here. We hope 

that you will find something to meet your spiritual needs. The printed 

word is cold and remote and we would like to make personal 

contact with you, so please leave your name and address in the box 

at the back of the church. 

 

Whoever you are who reads these words, may God bless you, sustain 

you and protect you, your family and friends, now and always. 

 
Grant us Lord, faith to believe and strength to do thy will 

 

_______________________________ 
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Printing Brian Clark and team 

Front cover picture Parish Pump 

 

 

Parish Website: 

www.hughendenparishchurch.org.uk 



December 2015 / January 2016  

 
Dear Readers, 

 

In the middle of an extremely mild November, with 

my delphiniums flowering in the garden for the 

second time and the alstroemeria, dahlias and 

nasturtiums giving a wonderful show, I am having to 

think about the Christmas and New Year edition of 

Outlook! It's not easy! 

 

Remembrance Sunday has just taken  place but already TV 

advertisements are jingling away with songs about Christmas 

food/presents etc and I read today that the Christmas lights will be 

switched on in Wycombe in just over a week's time. The razzmatazz 

has begun! 

 

What will Christmas be like for all those refugees making their way 

either across the sea in open boats, or walking slowly through Europe 

in search of a safe haven? How will they survive in the cold and the 

rain or snow? Mary and Joseph had to make a long 

trek to Bethlehem when Mary was near her time to 

give birth. It can get very cold in Israel so I don't expect 

their journey was a very pleasant one and they, too, 

did not know if they would find shelter. We all know 

how that story unfolded but as we enjoy our 

celebrations, let us remember all those thousands 

whose future is uncertain and who desperately need 

our prayers and our help. 

 

By this time next year we hope that our new minister will be well 

settled in. Meanwhile we are so lucky to have our Associate Minister, 

Helen, also Melvyn Bleakley, David Tester and other members of the 

parish to lead us through the Vacancy and we pray that they will be 

guided and supported. 

 

My colleagues on the editorial team join me in wishing all our readers 

a very joyful and blessed Christmas and a happy and peaceful New 

Year.  

Sylvia Clark, Editor 



Not from the Vicarage 

The Christmas story is well known.  Sometimes hearing a story from a 

different perspective can bring the original to life in a fresh and 

exciting way. As you read on, I hope the message of what God has 

done for you makes sense in a very real way, perhaps for the first 

time. 

God’s Daring Plan 

Once upon a time – or before 

time, actually before there were 

clocks or calendars or Christmas 

trees – God was all there was. 

No one knows anything about 

that time because no one was 

there to know it, but somewhere 

in the middle of that time before 

time, God decided to make a 

world. So God made a world –

this world – and filled it with the 

most astonishing things: with 

humpback whales that sing and 

white-striped skunks that stink 

and birds with more colour on 

them than a box of Crayola 

crayons! The list is way too long 

to go into here, but let’s just say 

that at the end when God stood 

back and looked at it all - God 

was pleased. Only something 

was missing.  

Everything he had made was 

interesting and it all fitted 

together really well, only there 

was nothing in the world that 

looked exactly like him. So he 

got busy making his signature 

piece, something made in his 

own image, so that anyone who 

looked at it would know who the 

artist was. So God decided to 

make two things, which were 

alike but different, and both 

reflections of him – a man and a 

woman who could keep him 

and each other company. 

Flesh was what he made them 

out of – flesh and blood – 

extremely 

flexible and 

warm to 

touch. God 

watched his 

two creatures 

stretch and 

yawn, laugh 

and run.  

And he liked 

nothing more than walking with 

them in the Garden of Eden in 

the cool of the evening. 

It almost broke God’s heart 

when they got together behind 

his back, did the one thing he 

had asked them not to do and 

then hid from him – from him! 

Things were different after that. 

God still loved the human 

creatures best of all, but the 

attraction was not mutual. 

Human beings had other things 



on their minds. It was not long 

before most human beings 

forgot all about him. Without 

God, they got into so much 

trouble that it almost killed him 

to see what they were doing to 

each other. 

God shouted to them from the 

sidelines, using every means he 

could think of, including floods, 

famines, and messengers. But 

they didn’t seem to hear.  

Babies were the exception to 

this sad state of affairs. Babies 

did not go to war. They never 

made horrible speeches, or 

littered, or refused to play with 

each other. They depended on 

other people for everything 

necessary to their lives. Almost 

everyone seemed to love them 

and that gave God an idea. 

Why not create himself as a 

baby and come to earth to sort 

everything out?  

He tried the idea out on his 

angels in heaven and at first 

they were all quiet. Finally the 

senior archangel stepped 

forward to speak for all of 

them. He told God how 

much they would worry 

about him. People could 

do anything they wanted 

to him, and there would 

be no escape for him if 

things went wrong. Could 

he at least create himself as a 

magical baby with special 

powers? It would not take much 

– just the power to become 

invisible, maybe, or the power to 

hurl bolts of lightning if the need 

arose. The baby idea was a 

stroke of genius, the angel said, 

it really was, but it lacked 

adequate safety features. God 

thanked the angels for their 

concern but said ‘no’, he 

thought he would like to be a 

regular baby. How else could he 

gain the trust of his creatures? 

How else could he persuade 

them that he knew their lives 

inside and out, unless he lived a 

life like theirs? It was indeed a 

daring plan, but once the 

angels saw that God was dead 

set on it, they broke into 

spontaneous applause.  

At this, God turned around and 

left the room, shedding his robes 

as he went.  

The angels watched as his 

midnight blue robes fell to the 

floor, so that all the stars on it 

collapsed in a heap. Then a 

strange thing happened. Where 

the robes had fallen, the floor 

melted and 

opened up to 

reveal a scrubby 

brown pasture 

speckled with 

sheep and – right 

in the middle of 

them – a bunch of 

shepherds sitting round a camp 



fire. It was hard to say who was 

more startled, the shepherds or 

the angels, but as the shepherds 

looked up at them, the angels 

pushed their senior member to 

the edge of the hole.  

Looking down at the human 

beings who were all trying to 

hide behind each other, the 

angel said in as gentle a voice 

as he could muster, ‘Do not be 

afraid; for see – I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for 

all the people: to you is born this 

day in the city of David a saviour 

who is Messiah, the Lord.’   

And away up the hill from the 

direction of town came the 

sound of a newborn baby’s cry.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Adaptation of a sermon given by Brown Taylor (1997) “God’s Daring Plan” 

in Bread of Angels, pgs. 31-35 Rowman & Littlefield, Plymouth, UK. 

PS:  In the busy run up to Christmas day, or in the lull of the New Year, 

may I encourage you to take time to consider God’s daring plan.  If 

you struggle to find a quiet spot at home, St Michael’s door is open 

during daylight hours, you are always welcome to come in.  

Revd. Helen Peters, Associate Minister. 

 

 

St. Michael’s Prayer Breakfasts during vacancy 
Enjoy breakfast followed by an opportunity to pray together  

for the life of St. Michael’s during the vacancy. 
 

Saturday 12th December 2015 
Saturday 9th January 2016 

 

8am - 9.15am Church House 
Please let Helen know if you can be there, for catering purposes: 

  Tel: 01494 716772  helen.peters@peters-research.com 



 

 

 

Great Kingshill Combined School  

11th November 2015 

 

I took up the offer from GKCS to join them for their Remembrance 

Service on 11th November. I arrived to find that I was the only visitor 

but was warmly welcomed by everyone from the lady who got me 

to sign-in onwards. 

 

I was amazed by the logistics of getting all 400+ pupils assembled 

and seated in the hall.  The oldest classes arrive first as they are 

capable of sitting quietly for the longest time.  Eventually even the 

smallest members of Reception Class were squeezed into a space on 

the floor, with all the members of the teaching staff seated around 

the sides.  The school choir and a number of older pupils then 

presented various thought provoking pieces, the two minute silence 

was signalled by a boy trumpeter and finished by another one, both 

very skilfully, and some further pieces and hymns completed the 

service.  The 400+ pupils then emptied the hall as quietly and tidily as 

they had arrived. 

 

The whole event was a delight and well worth making the effort to 

attend. 

Jane Tucker 

 

 



Mothers' Union  

 

Roger Grant, a regular member of our 10.45 congregation, was the 

speaker at our November meeting.  He told us about his journey 

through life so far and his faith.   

 

Roger, weighing a hefty 10½ lbs, was 

born in Glen Coe in Scotland and 

lived in the nearby pretty village of 

Kinlochleven. He came somewhere in 

the middle of six children, 'top of the 

bottom three' as he put it, and was 

named Henry. His cousin Ian, born out 

of wedlock to his aunt, was brought 

up in Roger's family and Roger has always thought of him as his 

brother. Ian is still alive and lives in Fort William. Both parents went to 

church and as a child Roger was very religious, attending church 

and church clubs three times a week. Roger's father was a cobbler 

and kept his cobbler's lasts under the stairs. He was something of a 

perfectionist and took so long to make football boots for Roger that 

he only completed the left boot. The other boot never materialized! 

 

The Blackwater Reservoir Dam sits a few miles above the village and 

pipes ran steeply down the hillside, driving turbines to create 

electricity for the village's aluminium 

smelter. Roger and his friends used to run 

at great speed down these pipes and the 

occasional burst seal at a pipe join 

provided amazing but very cold 

'showers'. There were three gangs of 

youngsters and Roger belonged to The 

Lovat Road Gang led by 'Deathy'. Its 

members all had nicknames; Roger's was 'Beefy'; others included 

Smiley, Bummer, Spider and Willy-John. (Bummer's siblings were 

known as 'the wee Bummers'.) The gang often got up to mischief and 

on one occasion managed to set the hillside on fire in search of a 

bottle of whisky that turned out to be car oil. They were found out 

and summary punishment was meted out by the village policeman 

who whacked each one of the culprits on his behind with his boot. 

Despite this Roger loved the gangs. 



Although Roger enjoyed school, it was a tough life, he was always 

fighting and he was often 'belted', sometimes for no apparent 

reason. Two teachers he particularly remembers were Miss Watt who 

absolutely hated him and Mrs Grant who loved him. Another 

teacher, Mr Charity, who came to the school later, was inspirational 

and the reason Roger eventually became a teacher, going to 

university at the age of 35. 

 

When Roger returns to his village, he always goes to the churchyard 

where many of his former friends and classmates lie. Death was 

something they all grew up with. An inordinate number of children 

died from drowning or road accidents. Roger himself narrowly 

escaped drowning at five when, after falling into the river he landed 

on a small ledge. After several attempts to get back to the surface, 

he was rescued by a passing neighbour. He was present at the 

death of both his parents and felt a very spiritual presence in their 

final moments. Roger's grandfather worked until he was 76 and Roger 

went there every summer. The old man thought children should be 

seen and not heard. He was not a caring man and hit Roger and his 

siblings at every opportunity, resulting in Roger's hatred of him. 

Ironically he nursed his grandfather in the last weeks of his life and 

when he died, felt a definite presence in the room.  

 

There was a sense of community in the village and although family 

life was hard, it was very loving. Despite this, throughout his childhood 

Roger expected his mother to leave as his father was constantly 

unfaithful, but he realizes now that it would never have entered his 

parents' heads to leave the children. When Roger left school he 

worked for the National Coal Board in Edinburgh as an apprentice 

mining surveyor where he met a beautiful girl called Joan McSween, 

the first love of his life. Joan came from the small island of Harris. 

However on a surprise visit to the island he learned that she was 

engaged! He joined the Merchant Navy at 18 and during the course 

of the next few years, sailed all over the world. He 

kept his bible under his pillow and read it every 

night. Towards the end of that time the dreadful 

conflict in Biafra was raging and Roger started to 

lose his faith as he could not understand how God 

could allow such a thing to happen. 

 



At 18 Roger met his first wife, Kate and they were married when he 

was 23. He joined Thames Valley Police Force. Shortly before his first 

son, James, was born in 1979, Roger narrowly escaped death in a 

serious road accident on his way to work at Bracknell. Sadly the 

marriage was not happy and he and Kate were divorced.  

 

Roger left the Police Force after 12 years with the rank of Detective 

Sergeant and went to Reading University for four years. Roger and his 

wife were reunited for a time and his second son, Callum, was born. 

However, due to his own behaviour, he felt he was living a life that 

was fine on the outside, but on the inside it was a total mess.  He was 

not a good person and the marriage finally broke down. Roger was a 

'crisis Christian' but when he asked God for help, He answered every 

one of his prayers.  

 

In 2002 Roger took a headship in Brightwell, Oxfordshire and later in 

Henley on Thames. By this time he had met Julia and he thanks God 

every day that He brought her into his life. She saved him as a person 

and led him back to Christ. They were married in 2008. He still has 

many doubts regarding his faith and does not feel worthy of Jesus' 

forgiveness. However, he says that Jesus guides him every day and 

he draws a great deal of strength from many people in our church. 

 

* * * * * * 

On Tuesday 1st December we will be having our annual Advent 

Communion Service at 7.30 pm in Church House followed by coffee 

and mince pies. We will also be collecting items for Wycombe 

Women's Aid such as toiletries, underwear, nightwear, toothpaste 

and brushes and gift vouchers which are especially well received. 

You are very welcome to join us.   

 

In January we will, as usual, be joining the Epiphany Service in church 

on Wednesday 6th January at 7.30 pm. On Tuesday 2nd February we 

have our AGM at 7.30 pm in Church House. It would be lovely to 

have a really good 'turn-out' on that evening and we pray that there 

will be no snow! 

Sylvia Clark 

 

Mothers' Union membership would like to thank all those who 

attended the coffee morning on 20th October.  As well as everyone 



enjoying a really good chat and some much needed 'down-time', a 

total of £200 was raised which will be sent to boost the Mothers' Union 

Literacy funds. 

Jane Tucker 

 
 

 

24/7 Prayer for Wycombe 
 

Wycombe Homeless Connection are preparing for the 

8th Night Shelter beginning in the New Year and running 

from the beginning of January to the end of March.  Training is taking 

place during December and it appears that they are still hoping to 

attract more volunteers to ensure they have enough cover for all 

shifts.  Another date for your diary is Saturday, December 12th, when 

Papa Truck are returning to St Michael and All Angels to play from 

their new repertoire plus, jointly with our own Worship Group, have us 

all singing Christmas Carols.  The proceeds of this evening will go to 

the WHC to enable them to carry out their amazing work with the 

homeless in Wycombe.  Please secure your tickets, priced at £7; 

that’s for all of you over the age of 16 years, from Nia on 07930 

229340. 

 

Wycombe Youth for Christ ask for prayer for their Christmas 

assemblies and workshops, which have already started.  This is a very 

exciting time for children and Erica and her team spend a lot of time 

and energy in relaying the true meaning of Christmas in these 

assemblies and workshops.  Christmas Unwrapped will be taking 

place at St Michaels on two occasions;  Great Kingshill School will be 

at the church for their session on Friday, December 11th, and there 

will be a visit by Hughenden School but the date hasn’t been 

decided on at the time of typing this article.  As in previous years we 

are asked to donate ‘goodies’, which will be given to the teaching 

staff of schools at Christmas.  Any chocolates, biscuits, hot chocolate 

sachets and quality coffee you could donate would be very much 

appreciated.  There will be a collection box at the back of the 

church to receive any gifts you feel able to give. 

 

The Dorcas Project had amazing success with their three day 

collection of items from their Shopping/Wish List, which took place at 



Azda on 13th/14th/15th November.  I caught up with Jo recently and 

she was delighted with the response from St Michaels.  It costs around 

£9,000 a year for Dorcas to pay rent for storage for the clothes that 

go into around 700 packs per year and to purchase items for the two 

extra projects they organise during the year, namely Christmas 

presents and School Uniform Vouchers at the beginning of the school 

year.  I would like to personally thank the ladies of the St Michael’s 

laundry team, and you all know who you are.  Without your help, 

preparing used clothing to go into the clothing packs would be an 

arduous task so give yourselves a pat on the back because a 

percentage of those 700 packs are down to your hard work. 

 

With Christmas almost on top of us I would ask you all to remember 

Street Angels in your prayers.  They will be out during the unsociable 

hours of Saturday morning offering support in many ways to those out 

celebrating with friends.  Please pray for their protection and for 

good health during those wintry mornings on the Wycombe streets.  

Pray too for good conversations with all those they meet as they 

exhibit God’s love for his people. 

 

Our committed prayer day this month is Thursday, 10th December, 

from 8 am to Friday 8 am.  The prayer space will be set up in Church 

House with all the usual facilities available.  Please prayerfully think 

about signing up for an hour, or part of an hour, bringing the 

ministries taking place in Wycombe before God.  The sign-up sheet 

and Prayer Points can be found in the literature holder on the table 

at the back of the church.                                                                                                                                    

Yvonne Cook 

 

Open Doors  Greatest Adventure 

 

On Saturday, 14th November, Ann Long and I made our way to 

Birmingham to attend Open Doors Greatest Adventure.  It was an 

inspiring but emotional day listening to speakers describing their lives 

in countries where persecution is the norm.  However, it was also very 

humbling to witness their great faith despite what they have to 

endure.  In February’s Outlook I hope to be able to relay to you what 

we heard at that Celebration.  Look for it under Mission Promotion 

Group. 

Yvonne Cook                                                                                                                                  



Services for children and their  

families this Christmas 
 

You are all very welcome to come and join us during this  

Advent and Christmas time 

 

Sunday 6 December, 10.45am 

Family Service  

Our monthly family service with an advent theme. 

 

 

Thursday 10 December, 10.30am  

Tiny Tots Fun Worship 

There will be a Christmas theme at this service where we  

have a story, some songs, toys, tea and squash. 

 

 

Sunday 20 December, 10.45am 

Christingle Service 

All children, their families and friends are invited to join us 

for this Service of fun and reflection. 

 

   

Christmas Eve, 3.00pm 

Crib Service 

Come and hear the nativity story, and help build the 

familiar crib scene. Especially suitable for younger 

children. We are inviting children to dress up in their 

favourite character from the nativity if they wish.  

 

 

Christmas Day, 11.00am 

Family Communion Service 

Everyone is very welcome to come and celebrate the  

birth of Jesus. 



Baptism 

 

I was baptised at Hughenden in December 2012 by Bishop Alan.  

Afterwards, I wrote this short poem and I offer it now as that time of 

year returns.  It is written in the style of an Old English poem in the 

time of Bede. 

 

On gentle valley slope, many people came, 

Out of cold winter night, a gathering, 

Good honest humble hearts, to celebrate the Lord, 

Serious service, bringing new believers, 

Sharing soulful thoughts, strengthening orisons, 

Welcoming God's glory, momentous moments, 

A day of days, delivering salvation, 

I was there, named and initiated, 

Voices in exultation, over the water, 

Holiest experience, then faced the world, 

With new wonder, beholding brethren. 

Sean Rourke 

NB: Sean is a member of the 10.45am congregation and we are all praying for 

his wife, Julie as she recovers from serious brain surgery.  Ed.  

 

 

Communicants – October 

Sundays        Weekdays      

4th  23 + 38 =  61                                  28th Ss Simon and Jude    6 

11th 19 + 68 =  87 

18th 24 + 33 =  57 

25th 23 + 70 =  93 

 



Flower Festival  
  

On 23rd September, along with other flower 

arrangers from local parishes, I was invited to do an 

arrangement for the flower festival, All Good Gifts, 

to be held at St. Lawrence's Church, West 

Wycombe from 24th to 27th September, to 

celebrate their Saints Day on 24th and Harvest Festival on 27th. 

  

I arrived early afternoon to find several arrangements already 

finished so I set-to to do mine.  My theme was 'The Gift of Marriage' 

and the hymn 'The King of Love My Shepherd is'.  Once I had finished 

I then took time to view all the other arrangements, many large 

and bold, with wonderfully bright colours which were going to be 

perfect for Harvest Festival.  Unfortunately I couldn't get back to see it 

when it was finished but friends who did said it was spectacular. 

  

The West Wycombe flower arrangers then served refreshments over 

the four days and raised nearly £3000 for their new Children's Room – 

a very successful and worthwhile event. 

  

Jean Godfrey 

 

Teaching through laughter 
 

When I was a child I really loved going to primary school, a lovely 

place called ‘Rosemead’ in Tunbridge Wells, Kent. We were blessed 

with some very good teachers who had the ability to make learning 

fun. We were often invited to make up little rhymes to describe what 

we had just been taught. Sometimes we would be rewarded with a 

red badge, these being very much sought after. 

 

As I grew older and went to secondary school, we had a very fierce 

history teacher who had her hair screwed into a tight bun with long 

hair pins pierced through it. She also had a very long nose. Everyone 

was frightened of her, especially if, when she was on duty at 

lunchtime, we didn’t eat every scrap of food on our plates. Then we 

were kept there until we did, missing our precious after lunch free 

time. 

 



One day the sun was shining brightly through the school room 

window directly on to the poor woman, causing a shadow. As she 

moved around she kept being enlarged on the blackboard in 

various ways with her nose getting bigger or smaller and her 

skewered bun changing shape as she taught us. I began to laugh. 

She immediately stopped and asked me why I was laughing. I had to 

tell her and she gave me detention so I had to stay behind after 

school and learn all about King Alfred and the burnt cakes.  It now is 

stuck in my mind forever! 

 

Another friend of mine – my son’s partner is a teacher at a secondary 

school. He often uses a set of silly voices, and the boys all laugh as he 

really can sound weird and very funny. His classes are well ahead of 

other teachers in marks generally. He has been made a top teacher 

and is in a very high position with a great deal of pupils but he still 

continues to teach through laughter and the boys remember his 

lessons well. 

Ann Way  

 

 

Floodlighting Dedications 

 

Dedications which missed the November magazine were: 

 

29 November –    Alison Stacey and family are remembering 

5 December with  love, Rod, especially on 29 November,  

Sara Badrick is remembering with much love 

 her husband John on his fourth anniversary on 

29 November. 

 

There is one dedication for December: 
 

13 – 19 December  Susan & David Jennings and family are  

   remembering with much love their daughter 

Elizabeth Cherry, whose second anniversary 

falls on 16 December. 

 

If you have special occasions to mark, why don't you dedicate the flood-

lighting?   Your dedication can be for anything within reason, 

remembering loved ones, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, new babies 

– or just for the joy of being alive!   

Lin Smit 



December's Prayer Topics 

8th Scouts/ 

Guides/Cubs

/Brownies/ 

Beavers/ 

Rainbows 
 

- For For all cub scouts as they celebrate 100 years of cubs. 

- Thanks for all leaders, and that more young leaders will 

come forward to help  

- That we can offer Scouting to all and reduce our 

enormous waiting lists. 

9th Church 

Cleaners 

 

 

- Pray that all the users of the Church will respect the 

building and contents, and that all visitors to the Church 

will be able to enjoy it’s beauty and find peace there. 

16th Tiny 

Tots/ 

Hughenden 

Toddlers 

- Give thanks that we have seen some new Mums and 

children attending the playroom and the service.   

- We pray for guidance for the leaders, and for our 

outreach to the community to continue to expand. 

19th  Local 

businesses – 

The Wheel 

- For success for the Planning Permission application for 

building small log cabins to be used for over-night stays. 

21st 

Friendship 

morning 

 

- Thanks for the support and friendship that is shared 

amongst all the members of the group. 

- Thanks for the new helpers who have joined the team 

and ALL who support the running of the meetings. 

- That no member of the Friendship Group will be alone on 

Christmas Day unless it is of their own choosing. 

28th 
Deanery 

Synod/ Area 

Dean 

- For blessings and guidance for Rev Dave Bull, Rector of 

Marlow, as he takes on the duties of Area Dean 

- For God’s guidance on all Deanery Synod members 

31st – 

Spring Valley 

Centre 

- For all the staff and guests to have joyous Christmas 

celebrations together  

- For 2016 to be a year of comfort and peace for all 

Mission 

Prayer -

Wycliffe 

- For Spiritual and physical opposition, resources, health, 

relationships to be preserved and protected for all who 

are involved in the work of Bible translation. 

Weekly 

Prayer 

Target – 

Music 

Group 

- Thanks for the worship group and the support team who 

lead us in worship every Sunday. 

- That people would sing from their hearts every week 

- For God to lead us with Spirit-inspired excellence, and 

speak clearly to what’s on His heart for our worship. 

 

 



January’s Prayer Topics 

1st  Families 

and family 

life 

- For Safety travelling to work/school during winter months. 

- For resolutions’ to improve quality family time. 

 - For all relationships to be honest open and loving 

5th 

Mothers' 

Union 

 

 

 -  That the MU will increase in strength all over the world 

and families will have God at their centre.  

- For Alison Bennett and Norma Clarke both in new roles 

 - For MU’s ongoing work to fight gender-based violence 

15th Church 

magazine 

Editors/Printer

s/Distributors 

- Thanks that the editorial team works well together. 

- Pray they remain enthusiastic and that interesting, 

amusing and informative material is forthcoming for an 

attractive magazine for the readership. 

27th 

Councillors 

- For guidance as WDC tries to manage staggering 

population growth and the undeliverable housing 

numbers being forced by central government, with no 

money for infrastructure, poor quality high density housing, 

loss of green space and lack of community cohesion. 

29th House-

groups 

 

- Prayers as many face loneliness, financial worries and 

problems dealing with peer pressure.  

- Guidance during the interregnum for all involved 

30th MS 

Society 

 

 

- For those who are going through a relapse of their MS. 

 - For those who are starting new treatments for their MS, 

especially if they are suffering any side effects. 

 - For all those whose lives are affected by MS. 

Mission 

Prayer 

Topic – 

Open 

Doors 

- That God will comfort and strengthen the Christians 

trapped in Aleppo, with minimal food, water and fuel  

- Pray that the city will not fall into the hands of extremists 

and that Open Doors partners will be safe. 

Weekly 

Prayer 

topic – 

Bubbles, 

JC Club 

etc. 

 - That God would bless our wonderful team of volunteers  

- For Flash, Triple A’s and CYFA - our evening groups - 

that they would be a place where young people are able 

to have fun and build relationships with each other, and 

that all children’s and youth ministry will hold God at the 

forefront so children can grow in their relationship with Him 

 

 



The Life of a Political Journalist's wife 

Final Episode  
 

While Leslie was Chairman of the Gallery we regularly attended the 

monthly Gallery Luncheons.  These were enjoyable gatherings and 

many interesting guests were invited.  I sat next to Dr Runcie, one 

time Archbishop of Canterbury, on one occasion and he gave a 

very illuminating after-luncheon speech.  We also had Peter Walker 

and Francis Pym as speakers, though by far and away the most 

enjoyable talker was the Speaker, George Thomas, later to become 

Viscount Lord Tonypandy.  He always had a host of lovely stories and 

anecdotes to tell.  Being Welsh he was particularly friendly with one 

of Leslie's great pals, a Welshman called David Rosser, the political 

writer from the Western Mail from Cardiff.  George came to David's 

Ruby Wedding anniversary party which we all attended.   

Another MP I must not leave out is Sir Peter Emery.  He became MP 

for Honiton after Robert Matthew died tragically of an asthma 

attack.  He was in Heath's government as a junior minister.  He was 

always very friendly to Leslie and I first met his future wife when he 

took us to lunch at Mirabelle's, a very posh place in London with a 

reputation for superb food.  She was at that time his secretary.  Liz 

subsequently became his wife and gave him two delightful children.  

They lived in a beautiful manor house called Tytherleigh Manor near 

Axminster.  We spent a very nice weekend with them on one 

occasion when, after Leslie's retirement, he was persuaded to 

become Sir Peter's press advisor.  I spent quite a lot of that weekend 

playing with his dear little daughter, Kate.  She painted me a lovely 

picture!  I recently met up with her again at her father's 70th birthday 

party and I am glad to say she has grown into a delightful young 

lady.   

Sir Peter's party was quite a big event.  It was held at the Speaker's 

House in the Houses of Parliament, in a very sumptuous room with 

carpet as thick as mink.  There are beautiful paintings of all the 

previous speakers around the walls and some superb silver 

candelabras.  There was a huge banqueting table spread with 

wonderful canapés and a great mountain of exotic fruits, highlighted 

and topped with a huge urn made of ice and filled with strawberries 

(out of season) with spotlights on it.  The whole thing looked like some 

amazing Bacchanalian feast!  Betty Boothroyd, then Madam 



Speaker, was obviously there as it was in her 

quarter that the party was held.  As she was the 

first woman Speaker of the House, I was delighted 

to talk to her, especially as I felt an interest in her 

past as a 'Bluebell Girl'.  She was nice and friendly, 

easy to talk to and I asked her how on earth she 

managed to control the 'rabble'.  She grinned 

and said 'With difficulty!'   

When Leslie retired he was very honoured to be rewarded for his 

services to journalism with a CBE.  It was a marvellously exciting time 

for us and the trip to Buckingham Palace with our daughter and son 

was most thrilling.  Buckingham Palace is a marvellous place with so 

many wonderful treasures on show.  Even the loos have beautiful 

fittings in mahogany! 

Probably the most alarming thing that ever happened to us was 

when, after Leslie's retirement, he was asked back to help out in the 

press department at the Brighton Conservative Conference in 1984 

when the head of the department became ill.  Leslie didn't 

particularly want to do it but as they offered to pay for me to come 

down to the Brighton Conference as well, it seemed a nice chance 

for me to spend a few days by the sea in a town I've always loved.  

So off we trotted and duly arrived at the Grand Hotel.  We were 

given a beautiful suite on the same floor as Margaret Thatcher.  

Rather to my disappointment it was on the side of the hotel with no 

sea view - very luckily, as it turned out, because this was the year of 

the dreadful IRA bomb outrage. 

The night the bomb went off we had been out to a party given by 

one of the Party workers.  As Leslie had to work at the Conference 

next day, we decided not to join in with the Press and MPs in the 

hotel bar and went straight to bed and quickly to sleep.  We were 

woken suddenly by an incredible rumble.  The hotel seemed to be 

shaking as if it was an earthquake which, strangely enough, we had 

experienced only a few months before while staying in North Wales.  I 

leapt out of bed and rushed to the window.  There were bits of 

masonry clattering off the roof and the tinkling of broken glass as 

curtains billowed out of shattered windows.   

Then the fire alarms started wailing.  Leslie, amazingly, had turned 

over to go to sleep again!  In no time at all – I don't know how I did it 

– I'd got on all my clothes and grabbed my handbag and the car 



keys, then tried to get Leslie up.  He 

pulled on his trousers over his pyjamas 

and grabbed his jacket and shoes and 

we headed for the fire escape.  One of 

the MPs, Michael Spicer, the then 

Parliamentary Secretary for Transport, 

had just got out of the bath and was 

coming down the fire escape just 

wrapped in a towel.  He desperately wanted to go back for his 

clothes, but his wife wouldn't let him.  We caught up with Robin Day 

who was in a great difficulty as he had mislaid his spectacles, though 

he had grabbed an umbrella, as he said, 'In case it is raining'!  When 

we came down onto the promenade we met up with Sir Keith 

Joseph, Secretary of State, wearing a beautiful silk dressing gown 

and, typically, clutching his red Despatch Box!   

Police were everywhere, guiding us down onto the front.  There was 

a sense of nightmare and horrific disbelief as we looked through the 

smoke and dust towards the front of the Grand Hotel where there 

was a huge, gaping hole in the facade.  Fire Brigade and Police car 

lights were flashing everywhere and we were shepherded into the 

next door hotel, The Metropolitan, which quickly opened up to 

receive all of us who were pouring out of the Grand.  Then a further 

bomb alert made them evacuate that hotel as well and we all had 

to troupe further down the promenade front to other hotels.  In the 

event it turned out to be a false alarm, but at that time we were 

grateful for the use of all the smaller hotels that were opening their 

doors to us, providing countless cups of tea and coffee. 

Little bits of information filtered through to us as news of what 

devastation had happened and who had been killed, maimed or 

trapped.  Amazingly Margaret Thatcher and her husband, Dennis, 

escaped, shaken but unharmed although part of their ceiling had 

collapsed in their suite.  One MP, Sir Anthony Berry, a few rooms away 

from us, was killed in the blast.  Mr Tebbit and his wife were trapped in 

the rubble as their room collapsed.  All through the night people 

were trying to gather themselves together.  Some had even lost their 

contact lenses or false teeth!  Marks & Spencer came to the rescue 

for those who had lost all their clothes, by opening the shop doors in 

the early hours of the morning and letting people get something to 

wear.  I remember Emma Nicholson dressed in a very fine outfit, all 

from Marks & Spencer, as she arrived next morning for the 



Conference which was not postponed.  She later defected to the 

Liberal Party! 

In all the hotels, televisions were on constantly showing the efforts of 

the firemen to release Mr Tebbit and his wife, both badly injured.  

Margaret Tebbit was, alas, completely paralysed from the neck 

down.  There were queues at all the telephones as people tried to 

ring through to their families to reassure them that they were OK. 

In true British Spirit, the Conference continued, almost on time.  There 

was an amazing feeling of euphoria, rather like the days of the 1939-

45 war.  We would not be beaten! 

Thanks to my forethought in collecting the car keys we were able to 

drive home that night.  No one had been allowed back into the 

hotel and it was several weeks before were allowed to collect the 

rest of our belongings.  It was an experience I shall never forget and I 

hope I will never have the like again. 

Ann Way 

 

 

News from ‘Christians in the Community’ 
 

With the Christmas period almost upon us I can confirm that we shall 

be carol singing in the White Lion, Cryers Hill and The Wheel, Naphill 

on Tuesday 15th December.  On Thursday 17th December we shall be 

at the Harrow, Hughenden and the Black Lion, Naphill.  Come and 

join us – from about 8 pm. 

 

Very shortly our Christmas cards with service times will be coming 

through your letter boxes.  And on Sunday 20th December there will 

be the usual Carols by Candlelight in the Naphill Village Hall at 4pm.  

Mulled wine afterwards! 

 

I wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas. 

Norma Clarke 
 

 

 

 

 

 



LET TIME HAVE A STOP 

 

8.55 a.m. 

Twenty floors to go. 

The last lap. 

I was in the lift  

shoulder to shoulder again 

to a man silent, defensively hostile, 

when between floors, suddenly we stopped. 

There are degrees of silence; 

Silence, like bacteria, can grow and stifle life. 

And we, a moment past 

so suave behind blank masks, 

assumed the look of cod-fish on a slab. 

That is, until a voice stabbed the silence, friendly and relaxed: 

“would someone kindly scratch my back? I have an awful itch!” 

And we, amongst ensuing chaff and chatter 

surprised to be alive at 8.55 

discovered that it didn’t really matter 

(as it did a while ago, with twenty floors to go) 

if we showed that we were human after all. 

The anti-climax came when the lift began again. 

If only this sad old world, 

this luckless breed of loveless child 

(never meek and seldom mild) 

with cruelties bred of fear 

corruptions and deceptions 

the clamour of the nations 

with their thriving strong 

their bombs and wrongs 

woes of war- infernos 

and that’s the way the cash goes,  

pop goes the ………… 

anything goes 

everything goes. 

If only this tottering Earth 



would suddenly stop between spins,  

would let time have a stop 

that we might snatch a moment for an itch, a laugh, a scratch; 

anything to make us more like men. 
----------------------------------------- 

Ron Cretchley   13.10.78    www.thinkingpoet.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember... 

Christmas Eve Crib Service 

at 3pm in Church 

Hear the nativity story and help build the familiar  

crib scene.  Dress up as your favourite character 

from the nativity.   

Especially suitable for younger children 

  

 
 

 

Valley Friends  
The Early Life of Sir Norman Wisdom 

 

Norman was born on 4 February 1915 and lived at 91 Fernhead Road 

in London where he had one younger brother. Their parents had an 

abusive marriage and quarrelled. One day their mother left home 

leaving father, a violent drunk, to care for the boys. The father 

frequently went missing and the boys were often on their own.  

Norman became good at stealing food and although only nine 

years old, he went to the nearby station and carried cases to earn 

some money. One day he was hit by a bicycle as he was crossing 

the Bayswater Road. The lady cyclist gave him sixpence so he tried 



to cause more cycle ‘accidents’ to make money until a policeman 

caught him.  

 

He was playing football with his friends using a ball of paper, when it 

was kicked over a wall. He climbed over to fetch it and he badly 

wounded his hand on the nails that were cemented on the top of 

the wall. Twenty years later the scar was still visible. Another accident 

was when Norman and his friends were swinging on a sun awning at 

a local shop. His father appeared after being absent for weeks, 

knocked him off and caused Norman a serious head injury. On 

Norman’s 10th birthday, his mother arrived unexpectedly and gave 

him a bicycle. He was delighted as he very rarely had a present but 

his father threw the bicycle out and stamped on it. Norman cut his 

hand attempting to mend it.  

 

After two years Social Services placed the boys with another family 

but they became naughtier. At school the head teacher hit 

Norman’s hand with a ruler and broke his finger. Their foster father 

was a good disciplinarian and the boys were well fed and  

encouraged to take an interest in sport, both competing and 

watching. Norman caused serious trouble by climbing out of the 

bedroom window to watch a film crew doing a lifeboat story. He had 

a wonderful time but the foster parents were so cross that they 

decided to keep only one of the two boys, as Norman had stayed 

out very late without permission. 

  

He found his grandmother and stayed a while, doing a china delivery 

job for the Home and Colonial Store. He enjoyed it and earned 10/6d  

a week. However , he was offered another job at 11/- a week. The 

company soon decided to deliver by van, so Norman moved on to 

become a hotel waiter for a while but he accidently dropped a tray 

down the lift shaft of the dumb waiter! His next job was as a page 

boy. 

  

He met a boy from Cardiff called Joe, who persuaded him to walk 

180 miles in two weeks to find work in Wales. They slept in hedges and 

haystacks. They had a fight just as they reached their destination and 

Joe ran off but Norman stayed temporarily at the Hippodrome. He 

went down to the docks and managed to speak to a captain, who 

gave him a job as cabin boy. His shoes were worn through. After a 

couple of days of sea sickness, he sailed to Argentina. His job 

seemed to be carrying potatoes up from the hold to peel every day 



in the galley. The sailors taught him how to box and on arrival he had 

to fight three times to earn three pounds. He did this and won, but 

the sailors stole his money. 

  

When he arrived back in England it was Christmas and he was sent to 

a boys' home, but he would have preferred to be in the street as it 

was so awful. He obtained his father’s address and visited him but 

was thrown out and never saw him again. He lived on the street until 

a barman persuaded him to join the army. He had to lie about his 

age as he was only 15. An officer interviewed him and although he 

knew nothing about music, he was willing to learn and became a 

drummer boy in Litchfield where he had lots of fun. He went to his 

mother and her new husband when he was on leave. She paid £35 

to get him out of the army and found him an apprenticeship, but he 

gave that up and went back to the army and served in India. He 

learned to play all the other instruments in the band. He was a night 

taxi driver and in the day worked on the telephones where he 

learned to speak well. 

  

He met and married a girl who was in the Corps of Signals but he 

divorced her at the end of the war. He was demobbed and worked 

at a variety theatres, mostly volunteering to play in the band.  

He plagued the man at the theatre until he gave him a four minute 

slot on stage. He said he became a ‘successful failure’. His act was 

enjoyed and he performed at many theatres, working 

up into the  management of a company.  In 1947 he 

was on TV and in 1948 he had his own programme. He 

also made about seven films and it is said that he saved 

the British Film industry which was in trouble at the time. 

He knew Earl St John, Head of the Rank Organisation 

and Paddy Carstairs, Director of Songs. Norman himself 

composed his now signature song ‘Don’t laugh at me 

‘cos I’m a fool’. He died in the Isle of Man on 4 October 

2010, leaving a son and daughter and grandchildren. 

 

Sue was warmly thanked for her very interesting talk. On 4 December 

we have a humorous talk by Keith Baldwin on ‘Christmas Greetings’ 

which is an OPEN EVENING.  On 28 November we have a cake stall 

at the Village Hall Bazaar and all members are invited to bring cakes, 

shortbread, scones etc for sale. 

Joan Steel 



Good Companions 

At our November meeting guest speaker was Mike Dewey, whose 

topic was Wycombe in the Period from the End of The War to 1975. 

With a collection of contemporary photographs he detailed the 

changes which took place in the town, beginning in the days when 

flooding in the town was common before the Wye was culverted. 

 

We heard about the disappearance of St Mary’s Street, to make way 

for new buildings; the arrival of the Murray’s Department Store and its 

eventual closure when the supermarkets began to feature; we had 

scenes of Frogmore as it was and details of the four town centre 

cinemas, long gone. We had a nostalgic look at shops no longer 

there and the congested High Street which was then part of the trunk 

road from London to Oxford and westwards. Thanks, Mike, for a look 

at the town we once knew. 

December sees our Christmas Lunch. Members are reminded to be in 

their places by two o’clock sharp. 

January will have games in the Village Hall perhaps to stir us up from 

the post Christmas lethargy. 

Michael Harris.  

December Recipe – Roast Duck Legs with Cherries, Orange, 

Apple, Honey, Ginger and Mixed Herbs 

 

Ingredients for 4-6 people 

4 or 6 duck legs 

1 good sized cooking apple 

2 oranges, peeled and divided into 

    segments, with a grating of the peel. 

1 packet or 1 tin of black cherries     

1 small wine glass of cider vinegar 

1 medium wine glass of red wine 

½ a lemon, squeezed 

1 tablespoon honey 

1 heaped teaspoon powdered ginger 

1 level teaspoon cumin powder 

1 tablespoon mixed mediterranean herbs 



2 tablespoons of olive oil 

2 tablespoons of sunflower oil 

1½ pints of vegetable or chicken stock 

½ teaspoon ground cloves 

1 tablespoon cornflour 

1 tablespoon plain flour 

Freshly ground black pepper 

1 tablespoon of dark brown sugar 

1 cup of apple juice 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 large onion, chopped up finely 

 

Method 

Wipe the duck legs and place in a plastic bag with a little of the flour 

and pepper and salt. Shake until the meat is covered. Heat the oils in 

a large pan and fry the coated duck legs until they are lightly 

browned. Place them in a large casserole dish. Shake the ginger 

powder and cumin powder over them and then add the mixed 

herbs. Fry the finely chopped onion in a frying pan. Core and peel 

the cooking apple and chop into chunks and add to the frying 

onion. Stir in the brown sugar. Then put all the ingredients with the 

wines and juice together in the casserole. Close the lid and place in 

a preheated oven 170C or 150C fan oven, gas mark 3. It should be 

brought to the boil before it is placed in the oven. Cook for 

approximately 2¾ hours before serving. 

I hope you all enjoy it. My son and daughter and their friends love it 

as a festive meal at what hopefully is a very cheerful time for our 

families. So God Bless you!  

                                                                                                         Ann Way 

 

From The Parish Registers 
Holy Baptism 

On Sunday, 1st November: 

Benjamin Edward Neilson, son of Nicholas and Claire 

Noble of Downley Road, Naphill; 
 

Lucy Samantha, daughter of Nicholas and Katherine   

Jeffery from Oakley, Hampshire. 

The Departed       

Mary Joyce Wright Youers, aged 99.     



Decoration of Church for Christmas 

 

As usual we will be decorating the church for Christmas on 

the morning of Thursday 24th December, Christmas Eve, 

from 9 o'clock.  At this time of year we do not use flowers but just 

simply evergreens, fir tree boughs, holly and ivy, etc.  If you have 

some of these to spare, we would love to have them at the church.   

 

We would also love to have as many people as possible to help with 

the decorating.  Floristry skills are definitely not needed! Do come to 

help make our church look even more beautiful for 

the celebration of Our Lord's birth. 

Jean Godfrey 

 

 

 

 
A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary took 

Jesus with them to Jerusalem..  

A small child replied, 'They couldn't get a baby-sitter.'   

 
 

 

 

 

High Wycombe Flower Arranging Society 

 

HWFAS is 53 years old and is affiliated to the National Association of 

Flower Arrangement Societies. In February next year we are    

relocating to the large Hughenden Valley Village Hall. We meet on 

the third Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm (except August and 

December) and have demonstrators from the area who usually do 

six arrangements which are then raffled off. 

  

For anyone interested in finding out more about us we are having a 

Christmas Tea (drink/cake) on 30th November in Hughenden Village 

Hall from 2-4pm with a Bring & Buy and a raffle. This is also an 

opportunity to meet the group. Entry is £2.50. 

Jan Collins 



 

As Outlook was almost ready to go to print, news broke of the terrible  

events  in Paris.  The following message was sent out via the Diocese of Oxford 

e-News:  

 
Message from the Archdeacon of Buckingham: 'We were all shocked at the 
weekend by the terrorist attacks in Paris.  Life, so precious, taken away so 
quickly and mercilessly.  As we approach the Feast of Christ the King we are 
reminded, as the days lengthen, that the light of God in Christ shines on in the 
darkness and, although many would choose to ignore the fact, Christ the King 
does reign on high. Without these reminders of hope, death and destruction 
would indeed be the last word in our world.  All the more reason, therefore, for 
us to speak with confidence about our faith to those who question, pray and 
stand with those who work for peace, and offer comfort to all who mourn.'  
 

 Karen Gorham 

The Lectionary - December 
 

Date Lesson Readers 

  8.00 am/6pm 9.00 am 10.45 am 

6th 2nd Sunday of Advent    

 Baruch 5 or Malachi 3, 1 -4 J Holmes S Brice S Clark 

 Philippians 1, 3 – 11 P Hynard H Farrar-Hockley  

 Like 3, 1 – 6 Priest Priest  

 Evensong is replaced by a     

    Service of Readings and Music    

    for  Advent at 6pm    

13th  3rd Sunday of Advent    

 Zephaniah 3, 14 – end J Wilson L Stallwood T Sackville 

 Philippians 4, 4 – 7 L Smit R or A Gee (check J Sackville 

 Luke 3, 7 – 18 Priest which lesson)  

 Psalm at 9am: 146    

 Evensong: Psalm  50    

                    Isaiah 35    M Morgan   

                   Luke 1, 57 – 80 E Bailey   

20th 4th Sunday of Advent    

 Micah 5, 2 – 5a J Dauncey A Moore  

 Hebrews 10. 5 – 10 A Stacey J Palmer  

 Luke 1, 39 – 55 Priest Priest  

 Evensong is replaced by a     

 Service of Nine Lessons and     

 Carols at 6pm    



27th  John, Apostle and Evangelist    

 NB There is only one service today  at 10 am:           Holy   Communion with Carols 

 Exodus 33, 7 – 11a  M Morgan ----------------------- 

             Psalm 117    

 1 John 1 --------------------------- P Joy (or B Doran) ------------------------ 

 John 21, 19b - end --------------------------- Rev Melvyn Bleakley ------------------------ 

  
 

The Lectionary – January 2016 

 

Date Lesson Readers 

  8.00 am/6.00pm 9.00 am 10.45 am 

3rd 2nd Sunday of Christmas    

 Jeremiah 31, 7 – 14   S Dean 

 Ephesians 1, 3 – 14    

 John 1, 1 – 18    

 Evensong: Psalm 135    

                    1 Samuel 1, 20 - end      

                     ! John 4, 7 – 16    

10th  Baptism of Christ    

 Isaiah 43, 1 – 7   J Tucker 

 Acts 8, 14 – 17   K Williams 

 Luke 3, 15 – 17 & 21 – 22    

 Psalm at 9 am: 29    

 Evensong: Psalms 46 &47    

                    Isaiah 55, 1 – 11    

                    Romans 6, 1 - 11    

17th 2nd Sunday of Epiphany    

 Isaiah 62, 1 – 5    

 1 Corinthians 12, 1 – 11    

  John 2, 1 - 11    

 Evensong: Psalm 96    

                    1 Samuel 3, 1 – 20    

                    Ephesians 4, 1 - 16     

24th 3rd Sunday of Epiphany    

 Nehemiah 8, 1 – 3, 5 – 6 & 8 - 10   P Austin 

 1 Corinthians 12, 12 – 31a   H Isaacs 

 Luke 4, 14 – 21    

 Psalm at 9 am: 19    

 Evensong: Of the Conversion of 

Paul: Psalm 149 

   

 

 

                    Isaiah 49, 1 - 13                   

                    Acts 22, 3 - 16 

   



31st 4th Sunday of Epiphany    

 Ezekiel 43, 27 – 44, 4   H Byrne 

 1 Corinthians 13   L Comley 

 Luke 2, 22 - 40    

 Psalm at 9am: 48    

 Evensong: Psalm 34    

                    1 Chronicles 29, 6 – 19                                  

 
Would readers at 8 and 9 am services advise me of their non-availability in January by 

20th December. The rota will then be completed and sent out on 21st.   

Would readers from all services please volunteer to me if they are willing to read at 11-

15pm, 8 and 9am on Christmas Day. I have five lessons remaining as at 17th November. 
 

The readings for Christmas Day will be disclosed nearer to the time. 

A Johnson 

Calendar for December 2015 
Tue 1 7.30 pm Mothers’ Union Advent Service:  Church House 

Wed 2 1.00 pm Knit and Natter:  Church House 
  7.30 pm Alpha Course:  Church House 
Thu 3 10.30 am Visiting Bellringers:  Bell Tower 

  

6.00 pm Naphill & Hughenden Scouts Carol Service:  Church 

Fri 4 10.00–12 am Christmas Unwrapped, Hughenden Primary School:  Church 

Sun 6 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

  

8.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 

  

9.00 am Sung Communion 

  
10.45 am All Age Family Service 

  
6.00 pm Service of readings and music for Advent 

Thu 10 8.00 am  24 hours of prayer for High Wycombe:  Church House 
 

 
10.30 am Tiny Tots’ Service:  Church 

  6.00 pm Hughenden Girl Guiding Carol Service 

Fri 11 9.30-11.30am Christmas Unwrapped, Gt. Kingshill School:  Church 
  7.30 pm Galanthus Carol Service:  Church 
Sat 12 8.00 am Prayer Breakfast:  Church House 

  7.30 pm Papa Truck Concert:  Church 

Sun 13 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

  

8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  

9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
10.45 am Family Communion with JC club 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

Mon 14 7.30 pm Visiting Bellringers:  Bell Tower 
Tue 15 2.00 pm Great Kingshill CE School Carol Service:  Church 

Thu 17 10.30 am Friendship morning:  Church House 

  7.30 pm Visiting Bellringers:  Bell Tower 
Fri 18 10.30 am Visiting Bellringers:  Bell Tower 
Sun 20 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  
9.00 am Sung Communion 

  

10.45 am Informal Family Service with JC Club 

  

6.00 pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Thu 24 
 

Christmas Eve 

  
3.00 pm Crib Service:  Church  (see pages 11 and 22) 

  11.15 pm Midnight Communion Service 
Fri 25 

 

Christmas Day 



  8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  
9.00 am Choral Communion 

  11.00 am Family Communion 
  5.00 pm Carols by Candlelight 
Sat 26  Stephen, Deacon, first martyr 

   

There will be no service in this church, but we are invited to join our 
friends at St Francis Terriers for Communion at 10.00 am 

Sun 27 
 

John, Apostle and Evangelist 

  
10.00 am 

Holy Communion with carols.  Please note: this will be the only service 
today. 

Mon 28  The Holy Innocents’ 

   

There will be no service in this church, but we are invited to join our 
friends at St Francis Terriers for Communion at 10.00 am 

 
 

Calendar for January 2016 
Fri 1  The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 

   

There will be no service in this church, but we are invited to join our 
friends at St Francis Terriers for Communion at 10.00 am 

Sun 3 
 

Second Sunday after Christmas 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
9.00 am Sung Communion 

  
10.45 am All Age Family Service 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

Tue 5 7.30 pm Mothers’ Union:  Church House 
Wed 6 

 

Epiphany 

  
1.00 pm Knit and Natter:  Church House 

  7.30 pm 

Sung Eucharist, followed by a buffet supper in Church House 
(please let Arthur know if you wish to have supper) 

Fri 8 10.30 am Visiting Bellringers:  Bell Tower 
Sun 10 

 

Baptism of Christ 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  
9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
10.45am Family Communion and JC Club 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

Thu 14 8.00 am 24 hours of prayer for High Wycombe:  Church House 

  10.30 am Tiny Tots’ Service:  Church 
Sun 17 

 

Second Sunday of Epiphany  

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  
9.00 am Sung Communion  

  
10.45 am Informal service with JC club 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

Thu 21 10.30 am Friendship morning:  Church House 

Sun 24 
 

Third Sunday of Epiphany 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  
9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
10.45 am Family Communion 

  6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

Mon 25  Conversion of Paul 

   

There will be no service in this church, but we are invited to join our 
friends at St Francis Terriers for Communion at 8.00 pm 

Sun 31 
 

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

  
8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 

  
9.00 am Mattins (Book of Common Prayer) 

  
10.45am Family Communion with JC club 

  
6.00 pm Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) (no sermon) 

 



Regular Meetings and Organisations 

Friendship Morning 
This is a get together in Church House on the 3rd Thursday each month at 

10.30 a.m. It is primarily for those who are bereaved, who live on their own, 

and for those who are lonely.  The emphasis is very much on   

companionship, and the atmosphere is light and cheerful.  Please contact 

me if you think this is for you.  

 Penny Austin – 01494 529596 

 

Babies & Toddlers @ St. Michael’s 

Babies and Toddlers @ St. Michael’s meets every 

Thursday in term time from 0930 -1130  in the North 

Room.  Come for chat, play, craft and refreshments.  

Included, every SECOND Thursday of the month, will be ‘Tiny Tots’, a time 

of fun worship in Church. 

For details contact Helen Peters – helen.peters@peters-research.com 

 

House Groups 
A variety of house groups meet throughout the week: for days and times, 

or for further information contact Helen Byrne - 

helenbyrne67@googlemail.com or  01494 564342. 

 

Young People's Groups @ St Michael's 

CYFA (School years 10+) Alternate Sunday evenings in term time. 

FLASH (School years 7-9)  Monthly Sunday evening in term time. 

AWESOME AND ACTIVE 

 (AAA) (School years 4-6) Monthly Sunday: teatime in term time. 

For dates of meetings for all groups and further details contact Rebecca 

Hawes - rebecca@wycombeyfc.org.uk 

 

February 2016 Issue of Outlook 

Outlook is published on the 28th of each month, except July and 

December. The Editors for the February 2016 edition are Chris and Jane 

Tyrer.  Items for inclusion should reach the Editors by email at: 

mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk 

Hand-written articles should be delivered or posted to Helen Byrne at 67 

Friars Gardens, Hughenden Valley. 

 

PLEASE: ALL contributions to be received by 15th January 2016. PLEASE 
 

mailto:helen.peters@peters-research.com
javascript:handleMailto('mailto:helenbyrne67@googlemail.com');return%20false;
http://wycombeyfc.org.uk/
mailto:mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk


Who's Who at St Michael & All Angels 

 

 VICAR   Currently in Vacancy  

 ASSOCIATE MINISTER  The Rev’d  Helen Peters 716772 

 CHURCHWARDENS  Brian Clark 
 Christopher Tyrer 

562801 
01844 344650 

 PARISH CLERK & VERGER  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 PARISH ADMINISTRATOR  Lin Smit 462094 

 CHURCH NOTICES/WEBSITE  Ben Brice 445899 

 PCC LAY CHAIRMAN  Clare Godfrey 563296 

 PCC SECRETARY  Beryl Doran 711909 

 PCC ASSISTANT SECRETARY  Penny Austin 529596 

 PCC TREASURER  Ian Faulkner 451279 

 PCC ASSISTANT TREASURER  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 PLANNED GIVING SECRETARY  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 TASK GROUP LEADERS:      COMMUNICATIONS  Jane Tyrer 01844 344650 

                                                 PRAYER  Jane Tucker 534989 

                                                 YOUTH  The Rev’d  Helen Peters 
 Helen Byrne (Co-ordinator) 

716772 
564342 

                                                 MISSION  Christopher Tyrer 01844 344650 

                                                 OUTREACH & SOCIAL  Frank Hawkins 565050 

 ALPHA COURSE - ADMINISTRATOR  Diane Hawkins 565050 

 ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER  Arthur Johnson 521471 

 DEANERY SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES  Arthur Johnson 
 Churchwardens 

521471 
See above 

 DIOCESAN SYNOD REPRESENTATIVE  Christopher Tyrer 01844 344650 

 ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER  Neil Brice 445899 

 WORSHIP LEADER  Tony Sackville 446035 

 TINY TOTS FUN WORSHIP  The Rev'd Helen Peters 716772 

 AV AND SOUND SYSTEM  Frank Hawkins 565050 

 SERVERS  Andrew Cole 442191 

 MOTHERS' UNION PARISH LINK  Ann McCarthy 712004 

 CAPTAIN OF BELLRINGERS  David Cornwall 714718 

 VALLEY FRIENDS  Jill Graves 563813 

 CRECHE ROTA  Jane Lomas 563629 

 HUGHENDEN BABY AND TODDLER GROUP  The Rev’d Helen Peters 716772 

 CHRISTIANS IN THE COMMUNITY  Norma Clarke 563116 

 FRIENDSHIP MORNING  Penny Austin 529596 

 CHURCH HOUSE TEAS BOOKINGS  Julia Grant 711939 

 CHURCH COFFEE ROTA  Sylvia Clark 562801 

 CHURCH FLOWERS  Jean Godfrey 522198 

 CHURCH BOOKSTALL  Elaine Morley 562714 

 CHURCH HOUSE BOOKINGS  Parish Administrator 462094 

 HUGHENDEN VILLAGE HALL  Christine Powell 07815 163269 

 NAPHILL VILLAGE HALL  Norma Clarke 563116 

 OUTLOOK MAGAZINE EDITORS  Sylvia Clark 
 Bob & Jane Tucker 
 Christopher  & Jane Tyrer 

562801 
534989 

01844 344650 

 MAGAZINE PRINTING  Brian Clark & Team 562801 

 MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION  Hilary Farrar-Hockley 528236 

 SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  Jane Tucker 534989 

www.hughendenparishchurch.org.uk 

http://www.hughendenparishchurch.org.uk/


Our Mission is 

“To enable all to follow Jesus Christ” 

 

We shall live out this mission through Prayer, Presence, 

 

Persuasion and Proclamation by: 

 

i) Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ – 

   That is steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer 

   That is based on Jesus’ example 

   By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,                           

 neighbours and work and school colleagues. 

 

ii) Being seen and known in the wider Community by 

   Understanding the communities in which we live and seeking 

   to be fully involved in those communities 

   Building appropriate bridges between our Church and our  

     community 

   Taking every opportunity to share the Good news about Jesus 

     Christ 

 

iii) Offering and receiving spiritual and practical support an 

 development – 

 

   That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual 

   journey 

   That is based on worship that is honouring to God and           

 accessible and relevant to all 

   And that is led by prayer that engages with the will of God 

   and his purposes 

We reprint the prayer from last month: 

 

May GOD, who gives patience and encouragement to those who 

seek Him in Faith, give us the spirit of unity during this Vacancy, so 

that we may live in harmony as we follow JESUS CHRIST and as we 

seek His guidance and His Will for this place, Amen. 

 


