70p

December 2019
- January 2020

The fact that you are reading these words suggests that you are a new reader
of this magazine. Either you are a newcomer to this area or you are a visitor.
If you are a visitor, we hope that you have enjoyed your visit to our church;
that you have found it interesting, instructive and conducive to prayer. If you
are going to be here at one of our regular service times, we hope that you
will join us in the worship of God and we ask that you take our greetings back
to your own church.
If you are new to this Parish, we bid you welcome and invite you to join us
and share in the fellowship of God’s family in Hughenden. This magazine
gives details of the regular times of worship here. We hope that you will find
something to meet your spiritual needs. The printed word is cold and remote
and we would like to make personal contact with you, so please leave your
name and address in the box at the back of the church.
Whoever you are who reads these words, may God bless you, sustain you and
protect you, your family and friends, now and always.
Grant us Lord, faith to believe and strength to do thy will
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Dear Readers,
It seems impossible that this is once
again the Christmas and New Year
edition of Outlook, another year
gone by. Much has happened, or (dare I mention it) in the case of Brexit, not
happened! We had the wonderful Community Day at our church, then the
Prayer Weekend. The churchyard was tidied up beautifully by hardworking
parishioners and stalwarts from Hughenden Lodge who cut the hedges. There
was a memorable gin tasting for the ladies organised by Anne Dean and Men’s
Breakfasts were enjoyed…and lots more. Soon we will be decorating the church
for our Christmas celebrations. We have much to be thankful for.
As I write on this beautiful, crisp November morning, there has been a heavy
frost and thoughts turn to those who have nowhere to live and who sleep out
in the open. This coming weekend ‘The Big Sleep’ takes place in Wycombe in
support of Wycombe Homeless Connection and by the time you are reading
this, Tim Keightley will have spoken about this organisation at all three Sunday
services. They do an amazing job in helping the homeless, particularly during
the cold winter months. Returning from Australia’s warmth just over a week
ago, we were very conscious of the cold and yes, we did put hot water bottles
in our beds! How fortunate we are to be able to do this.
There is lots to read in this edition of Outlook. I hope you have received the
Christmas leaflet detailing all the services at St Michael’s from Christingle on
8th December at 3pm, to the Carols by Candlelight at 5pm on Christmas Day,
an opportunity to sing down your Christmas Dinner! As the leaflet says: ‘Put
down the tinsel and wrapping paper, grab your coat and scarf, and join us at
Hughenden Church’ and let us all celebrate the birth of the Son of God.
On behalf of the Outlook editorial team, we wish you a Happy and Blessed
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Sylvia Clark, Editor

As I write these words it is mid-November, Christmas is
six weeks away, our nation is negotiating snow, floods
and 24-hour General Election news coverage. I haven’t
yet put any Christmas decorations up (much too early,
I’m sure you would agree), although Christmas goods
have now taken on a prominent place in our shops, and I
have been watching Christmas advertisements on the TV
for a couple of weeks. I don’t mean to sound like Ebenezer Scrooge, but
Christmas seems to be getting earlier and earlier every year.
Let me tell you up front that I love Christmas! It is positively my favourite time
of the year, except perhaps my August summer holiday, watching the cricket
with a cold pint in my hand.
Let me tell you what I love about Christmas. I love the privilege that Christmas
affords me to meet so many people in such a short space of time, from the
excitement of School Carol services in our Church, and hearing what the
children are most looking forward to about the festive season, to our Crib
services, Nine Lessons & Carols and Midnight Holy Communion, with Church
buzzing with expectation, as we retell the Christmas story.
I love spending quality time with my own extended family and friends –
catching up over turkey sandwiches, and carol singing in the local pubs. I still
get excited about receiving presents – yes even at 51! I also love seeing the
anticipation and delight (or horror) as my family open presents that I have
chosen, and wrapped up for them – “Socks again, thanks Dad!”
I love opening Christmas cards from friends old and new, especially those for
whom this might be our only contact of the year and catching up on their news.
I love clambering up into the loft and trying to find where I hid the Christmas
tree and decorations last January – and hoping the lights still work – and
decorating our tree with a wide variety of baubles and such like – some newly
purchased, others perhaps older, and more cherished because they have

special significance for us. I love turning off all the lights
in the lounge and seeing that first glow as the tree lights
are turned on in all their glory.
All of these things and more are important to me, and
yet central to everything is the retelling of the Nativity –
through bible readings and drama, as we sing eloquently
of God coming down to earth in the vulnerable form of
a baby through some wonderful and heart stirring carols.
No matter how busy any of us might be this Christmas, please can I encourage
you to take some time out to hear us tell the story again of that first Christmas
in Bethlehem… the miraculous story of a young couple who became parents to
an infant born not in a maternity ward or a home, but in a stable, as bleating
animals and star-stuck parents welcomed into the world the Saviour of us all?
I would like to invite you to come along to our Church this Christmas, to share
in our retelling of the Nativity, and to ask God to fill you with the fullness of
his love and his peace, through the hope and salvation that is found from
placing your faith in Jesus Christ.
Happy Christmas!
Keith

Each year at Christmas Mothers’ Union and other church members collect
gifts for Wycombe Women’s Aid. These are needed just for the women
and not their children as these are well taken care of. Sadly, many of the
women arrive at the refuge with nothing but the clothes they stand up in.
Suggested gifts are: toiletries, underwear, nightwear and also gift vouchers.
There will be a collection box at the back of the church for any items - your
donations will be very gratefully received. Thank you.
Mothers’ Union

TJ (our curate) will be leading two seminars / workshops in January:

Thursday 16 January 2020

Personal Prayer as a Creative Journey – Dialogue and Design.
Thursday 23 January 2020

Multi-sensory Prayer Spaces – Plenary and Prep.
7.30 pm – 9.00 pm (Refreshments from 7.15!)
In Church House (Up the Path from Hughenden Church)

Each session will include time to share ideas and have a go at some practical
application. (No need for a degree in theology or art – just have a go!)

Please let TJ know you are interested … Rev.funkyfish@gmail.com

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.
Colossians 3:2

Mike and I walked 140 miles of it, starting in Lucca and finishing about 50
miles south of Siena.
If you have ever visited Italy, have you
noticed how many towns and villages
are built on the top of a hill? The views
from such a vantage point are so
spectacular but on the other hand, if you
have to walk to arrive at these places, it
can be quite a challenge, as we
discovered at the end of our first day of
walking. After three or four more days, we began to realise that there was a
recurrent theme to the end of each day’s walk – uphill: sometimes steep,
sometimes very steep. As you trudge along, there is a real sense of “I’ve started
so I will definitely finish,” regardless of the effort required. Then I thought
about those encouraging words in the book of James about being blessed
when we persevere under trial because when we have stood the test, we will
receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him.
One of the great joys of our pilgrim walk was the magnificent scenery. Neat
rows of carefully tended vineyards, bearing generous bunches of purple or
golden yellow grapes: the soft green-grey of the olive trees: the walking tracks
high up on the hillside where the views of the lush green woodlands, distant
mountains and wide open countryside were magnificent There was a sense of
calm contentment and a deep feeling of thankfulness to God for His wonderful
creation. Our own lives can be like this sometimes when all is well: for
ourselves, our family and our friends, life is good, we are happy and contented.
We need to savour and enjoy such times as they do not last for too long. As
with the scenery, it was especially beautiful for short periods at a time.
On one of the walking days; having completed a 13 mile walk, we arrived at our
destination ready for a late lunch, only to discover that the restaurant attached

to the hotel was closed. Apparently, in this particular area, all restaurants are
shut on Monday. Great! No lunch. However, we were told that there was a little
bar where they would probably make sandwiches if we asked. We eventually
found the bar, consumed the extremely substantial sandwich and gleaned some
information about an establishment where we could find something to eat for
dinner: which was two miles away. As I have a dairy allergy, we decided to walk
to the place to check it out for suitability and then walked back, with a repeat
performance later in the day. That made an extra eight miles walking. Mike had
a delicious pizza for dinner and I had some warm pasta and vegetables with
chicken which I never found. Hmmm, no chicken deliveries on Mondays either.
Surprisingly, there was just one happy customer.
This whole episode set me thinking. We walked
eight miles for one meal on one day. Many
people in some parts of the world walk miles for
food and water every day carrying heavy loads
over difficult terrain. In normal circumstances, if
we need food, we jump in a car and drive to
wherever we choose to collect our provisions. It made me consider and
appreciate a little more how fortunate we are to have such facilities so
conveniently near at hand.
The weather had been wonderful for eight days, warm, sunny and dry.
However, on the final day the weather was dramatic: three enormous
thunderstorms, thunder and lightning for four hours, torrential rain and driving
wind; the walking tracks awash with fast flowing streams. Having plodded
along for many miles, we came to a little obstacle: a ten-metre-wide “river” of
water across our road which was surging down from the vineyards to our left.
Since there was no obvious way to circumvent the “river,” we decided to paddle
through it, although I decided to remove boots and socks and walk through in
bare feet. At least the foot-wear would hopefully remain dry for the remainder
of the journey! Just as I bent down to untie my laces, the noise of a vehicle
caught my attention. An elderly farmer was approaching in a very small van.
He stopped to give us a lift. Gratefully we piled into the narrow front seat: two

adults and a large rucksack: a seriously cosy fit. The driver was completely
baffled when we asked to be disgorged from his van the other side of the
“river” whilst it was still pouring with rain but kindly obliged. Was this most
fortuitous intervention from the farmer just a happy co-incidence or maybe a
God-incidence. Given that we were supported so graciously in prayer by family
and friends during our walk, I know which one I’m opting for.
Some weeks later, we can now look back with much gratitude for our pilgrim
journey. The walk was a wonderful opportunity to spend time enjoying the
fresh air and exercise; the relative peace and quiet of the countryside; space
to think and pray and an opportunity to be away from the normal strains and
stresses of everyday life. What a privilege!
Gwen Hill

The Women’s Get-together Group is organising an event for ladies in
Church House on 18th January with coffee and croissants from 8.15 to
8.45 am and then a talk by Trudi from Dementia Care at 8.45 to 9.30-ish.
Please see below Trudi's words about her talk.
Trudi Scrivener, founder of Ashridge Home Care, will talk about Dementia
and how it affects us all. She will also talk about later life care planning
and look at alternatives to residential care homes. There will be plenty of
opportunity for discussion in the informal Q&A session and Trudi will
expand on how communities can support people living with dementia.
Her Dementia Friends Information session simply means learning more
about dementia and turning your understanding into action.
Dementia affects us all so come along and find out more. There will be a small
charge to cover breakfast costs. Let me know via email if you can make it.
Lucy Rippon
lucy.rippon@gmail.com

During his recent African tour, HRH Prince Harry visited Angola to witness the
work of de-mining charity The HALO Trust, walking in his mother’s footsteps
to increase awareness of the vital cause.
Wearing body armour, The
Duke of Sussex walked an
active minefield and remotely
detonated

a

landmine

to

remove it from a field at Dirico,

a remote town on the Namibian
border. He then visited Huambo, the
site where his mother, Princess
Diana, was famously photographed
in similar body armour in 1997. The
place is now a thriving city.
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) has been flying with HALO in Angola for
25 years, transporting brave men and women who continue vast de-mining
projects across the country. Some 100,000 mines have been removed since
1994, when the country was in the grip of civil war. Since then, thousands of
lives have been saved, with safe land allowing life to spring up everywhere.
On-site to transport HALO staff and be on standby for medical evacuations,
MAF bush pilot Marijn Goud had the honour of meeting Prince Harry. As they
spoke, the Prince remarked, ‘HALO could not do it without you, thanks!’
MAF is proud to partner with HALO in Angola as it continues its lifesaving
work. Over the years, MAF has provided transport logistics for team members
and VIPs conducting site visits. MAF aircraft are also on call round-the-clock
should the need arise for a casualty evacuation were a mine to be unsafely
detonated.

MAF Pilot Marijn Goud said, ‘It’s not every day that you brush shoulders with
royalty and have the chance to meet the well-known faces who campaign for
a better world. But most days I do have the privilege of meeting the unknown
heroes who carry out inspiring, life-changing work in some of the world’s farflung places; places that are often only accessible on board one of MAF’s little
planes.’
MAF flies over 130 light aircraft in 26 different countries in the world, working
with over 2000 partner organisations to bring help, hope, and healing in
Jesus’ name to people in some of the remotest places. MAF will be our
mission focus for the first quarter of 2020, which also happens to be the 75 th
year since MAF’s founders came together with a vision to use aviation and
technology to transform the lives of remote people. Kevin Crook of MAF will
be speaking at all three morning services on 2 February. Please do come
along to hear more about MAF’s work.
Mission Support Group

The following is a letter we received from One Can:
5 November 2019
St Michael and All Angels
Dear Barbara
Thank you for the donation of £435 from the harvest donations for the One
Can Foodbank. We are most grateful for this gift as requests to the foodbank
continue to increase.
The Trust is reviewing the types of food we include in our food parcels as
some of the contents which have been donated are not always the most
nutritious to give to someone who is living on a minimum diet. In the coming
months the Trust hopes to improve the quality of all its food parcels. We also

plan to offer information to people who donate as to the most nutritious food
products.
We are also making efforts to improve the way our food is stored and
monitored. We have people who specifically control food as it comes in. With
the help of local supermarkets offering us their unsold fresh fruit and
vegetables we are able to provide parcels which have a higher level of
nutritional support.
Currently nearly a thousand adults and children each month are fed with food
donated to the foodbank for which we are most grateful. Additionally, the
Trust has to meet financial expenditure such as rent of premises, electricity,
and other overheads. We are most grateful for your donation in support of
this important and sadly essential work.
Yours sincerely
Peter W Green, One Can Trustee/Treasurer
*********
Referrals to the food bank are still increasing. During the summer we had a
high volume of referrals and a decrease in donations despite our summer
hunger campaign. This resulted in extremely low stock with empty shelves
for some of our most needed items. Food bank referrals in October reached
484, our third highest monthly figure this year.
Our Harvest Campaign was successful again this year - thank you to all those
who involved themselves in some way. Our stock levels are healthier, but we
still have very low stock of some essential items:
Long-life milk
Tinned ham and corned beef
Tinned meat meals such as stew and minced beef
Tinned hot dogs/meatballs
Tinned vegetables
We thank you for the support you give this essential service.
Mission Support Group

‘Prayer Spaces in Schools enable children and young people, of all faiths and none,
to explore life questions, spirituality and faith in a safe, creative and interactive way’.
(extract from Prayerspacesinschools.com)
Jesus said ‘Let the children come to me, do not
stop them. For the Kingdom of heaven belongs
to such as these’. Matthew 19:14
This term’s November Prayer Space for children
in key stage 2 encouraged the children to
consider how unique and special they are to
God. Those planning the space took advantage of the ‘BBC Children In Need’
day during the week, decorating the space with colourful Pudsey Bears.
The children arrived in small groups and were invited to explore three activities:
Pom Pom Prayers
‘I give thanks to you for I have been so amazingly and
miraculously made’ Psalm 139
This prayer activity encouraged the children to consider
how unique and different they are to other boys and girls,
their personalities, characters and talents. Pom Pom
characters were made to take away as a reminder.
Children Children Everywhere
This prayer activity encouraged the children to consider the other children in
their lives, in and outside of school, and how they relate to them. It gave the
children opportunity to say thank you to God for close friends and to be
aware of people on the fringes.
Children In Need
A prayer activity to encourage the children to be aware of and pray for the 2019
Children in Need campaign, highlighting children less advantaged than themselves:

‘Whether it is rambles or three-legged races, bake sales or
quizzes or once in a lifetime challenges - we are all being
encouraged to 'Get Together' and raise money for Children in
Need's 2019 appeal. “In the last year alone, BBC Children in
Need has been able to make a real difference to 600,000
young lives in communities the length and breadth of the UK
- that's incredible, and it is all down to people up and down the UK coming
together to help make a difference’.
(extract from BBC Children In Need Website)
As always, the Prayer space has been well received by pupils and staff, giving the
children time out of a busy school routine to pray, think and/or reflect.
A huge thank you to Sandra Durrant from the school teaching staff team for coordinating the timetable and to the individual volunteers, mostly from St.
Michael’s Hughenden for giving your time and enthusiasm to facilitate the week.
Revd. Helen Peters

This is a story (I’m not sure story is the right word) about a man who in most
circumstances considers himself and is considered by others to be a patient
individual. Although there’s a way to go before this particular story is finished,
he has had time to think about his emotions during the process and his
reactions/behaviour in response. This reflection was provoked by the
impatience this patient man experienced, recent conversations with friends and
a suggestion that writing about things might help and may be entertaining.
Let’s begin by being clear what we’re talking about here – the dictionary
definition of patience goes something like ‘the capacity to accept or tolerate
delay, problems, or suffering without becoming annoyed or anxious’. One
source says the word comes from the Latin patientem, meaning "to endure”.
With the opposite being defined as - the tendency to be impatient, irritable
or restless, short-tempered.

Having been the subject of numerous delays over a 12 month period due to
administrative confusion and differences of opinion between various cardiac
consultants and surgeons, I had an operation at the end of September. It
should be said that while the condition of my heart was serious it was not
urgent or life threatening.
Frustration began with admin confusion and repeated visits to hospital for
tests, some of which were repeats. Then referral to a specialist hospital where
the whole process of tests was repeated. Additionally, changes made to the
senior team dealing with my case because of complications caused by my
physiology further delayed things and called for more visits to hospital for
more consultations and further tests.
It needs to be said that every direct interaction with medical staff was handled
very professionally and was extremely helpful/reassuring.
Eventually we get a date and the operation goes ahead. This sounds like a
common enough story so what did I learn about patience? I think the most
prevailing issue was to do with increasing frustration which brought out the
child in me, ie ‘Why can’t I have what I want’, ‘I want it now’, boo hoo!! The
intensity of this frustration came and went but was certainly a stress builder in
me and therefore very unhelpful. Not being in control and depending on others
to keep promises they made and keep things moving when most of the time
they didn’t deliver. Numerous phone calls by me intended to encourage
progress, most of which had no positive effect (quite the reverse in some cases)
did not improve the situation. Useful reliable information was hard to come by.
So, what might I take from the experience so far? Giving in to impatience is selfharming. Becoming annoyed or, irritable and, short-tempered, affects ‘normal’
life, building stress and anxiety. Not good for a heart patient!!! More importantly
the effects of my impatience impacted on others – loving family and friends. It
seems very unfair that my lack of discipline/self-control should have such a
negative effect on loved ones. What a horrible thing to do to them. Even in the
normal course of conversation people would enquire about progress and I’d
bang on about the shortcomings in the system and either a lack of action on their
part or confusing, contradictory information. I imagine now the quiet reaction in

some groups when the inquisitive individual asked the ‘How are you’ question,
and others cringed inside screaming – no don’t set him off again!!
At present I’m in the early stages of a longish recovery process. There remain
many opportunities to lose patience with the continuing process. So, what
would I hope to do in the near future or in a similar situation in future?
For now, accept the shortcomings of the bureaucratic system I’m ‘trapped’ in
eg the date for promised 6-week follow up consultation actually being 8
weeks. Take the practical steps recommended when I was discharged from
hospital. Identify and focus on the small improvements day by day as time
goes on. Concentrate what little energy I have on purposeful, useful things
with a positive outcome for me and/or others. Try to focus on what I can do
in the present rather than wishing things I can’t do anything about were
different. Think about/plan for making the best of post recovery period.
Remind myself how very fortunate I am to have such an amazing system in
place to correct and take care of my physical shortcomings. Perhaps most
importantly remember the lovely people who care for and about me and do
not deserve to put up with my incessant, self-absorbed whinging.
As a Christian I do so much appreciate the prayer and support from family and
friends which I believe has, and will continue to speed my recovery. Scripture
tells us that one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is patience!! So I know it’s there
and I need to take the opportunities I have to develop, strengthen and share it
through prayer and taking my own advice above.
Peter Joy

Christian Counselling
At our November meeting Anne Dean spoke to us about her role as a
Christian Counsellor. Anne has a passion for this work, a passion which shone
through as she spoke and she told us how much her faith comes into play.
Broadly speaking, Christian Counselling is the same as any other type of
counselling. The problems are the same; to name but a few, depression,
anxiety and mental health.

Other observations: do not give advice. Counselling is a safe space for a
person to talk about difficulties and allows him or her to explore why they are
facing these things. It is important to have empathy, not sympathy.
If relevant, scripture is used. Anne feels that God is with her in her counselling
and that he has called her to this work. If prayer is used then it should be
prompted by the client. God and faith can be carefully brought into the
situation and Anne said she is often surprised by what happens. Counselling
is all about helping that person to work things out and to become whole
again. It may take many visits to achieve this and some things can be very
harrowing to remember and talk about.
The training to become a Counsellor is very tough but Anne felt strongly that
she was called to do this. Counsellors themselves are very well looked after.
She said it would take all night to explain all that is involved but she was just
giving us a brief insight into her work. We thank God for Anne and all who do
this kind of work which is needed today more than ever before. I know that as
a group we were all very touched and yes, surprised by all that we heard.
Our next meeting is our Advent Holy Communion Service on Tuesday, 3rd
December at 7.30pm in Church House to which everybody is welcome. At
this meeting we also bring our contributions to Wycombe Women’s Aid.
There is no meeting in January.
Sara Badrick

Just a quick update, following on from Keith’s sermons on Gifts and Talents
(now available on the website) and my article in November Outlook. We are
progressing; as with all these things there are policies and procedures to be
set up and approve but we are still on course to start fully in the new year.
However, if you have a burning desire to get going then there is certainly
scope to do that before Christmas so do let me know!
You will have now filled in or been directed to the ‘Gifts for everyday faith’
questionnaire which I hope you found helpful and possibly enlightening! If you

would like the opportunity to explore this a little more or would like some
further guidance on what is involved then please have a word with me; no
obligation beyond that. We can discuss and, if then you want to get a PDP
underway, I can assign you a mentor and guide you on the sorts of things you
might begin to consider before you meet up. It really is very simple and there
will be no element of being put on the spot or judged - this is about you and
where you would like your life to grow and develop, spiritually and using your
gifts. Please do ask Keith or myself if you have questions or reservations.
Every blessing.
Anne Dean, PDP Team Leader
anne.dean50@gmail.com or 07879 602017/01494 463376

On Saturday 7th March 2020 at 1pm a lunchtime concert - Salomé String
Quartet: Two Sides of the Coin - takes place in Hughenden Parish Church.
They will be performing:

Alexander Borodin: ‘Nocturne’ from String Quartet No. 2
Dimitri Shostakovich: Two pieces for String Quartet
Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet No. 9 in C major, Op. 59
(‘Razumovsky’) No. 3 (‘Eroica’)
The Salome Quartet is a multinational ensemble formed in 2016 by four
prizewinning students of the Royal College of Music in London.
Tickets: Standard £15 - Under 25 £10.

Also on 7th March an evening concert at 7.30pm – City of London Sinfonia:
Beethoven and Mozart – takes place in St Mary’s Church, Old Amersham.
They will perform:

Ludwig van Beethoven: Septet in Eb Major, Op. 20
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Serenade in Bb Major ‘Gran Partita’.
The City of London Sinfonia, returning to Chiltern Arts for the third year
running, finish the festival with a flourish in quaint Old Amersham.
Tickets: Standard £35 – Standard £25 – Under 25 £20
For further information contact: www.chilternarts.com

On 5th December we are having our Christmas Lunch in the Village Hall, to be
served by our excellent caterers. Please be there by 2pm and I’m sure a good
time will be had by all.
In the New Year, on 2nd January 2020, we are having a free and easy games afternoon
so I look forward to seeing you there. Any newcomers will be very welcome.
Pat Furness

Don’t miss our Christingle Service at 3pm on Sunday, 8th
December. This is an all-age service and tells of the
importance of Jesus Christ through the symbolism of a
Christingle. All donations will be for the Children’s Society.
Lucy Rippon

The South West Bucks Group of the MS Society will be holding a Ploughman’s
Lunch on Saturday 1st February 2020 in Hughenden Valley Village Hall. The doors
open at 12.00pm and lunches served at 12.30pm. There will be a raffle and a brica-brac stall. Minimum donation of £7.00 on the door. All the proceeds from the
event will be used to help people with MS.
If you have any queries please give Judy Biggs a call on 01494 562204.
Belinda Peddle
Group Coordinator
South West Bucks Group - MS Society

‘I was wondering why so many people, as they get older, read the
bible more and more and then I realized – they are cramming for
their finals!’

25th January 2020
at

Hughenden Village Hall

Join us to celebrate the birthday of the Scottish Baird!
A traditional 3-course Burns Supper and Ceilidh with live Ceilidh band and
caller. Fabulous food, dancing and poetry.
Tickets £40 each which includes half a bottle of wine per person and whisky
for the toasts.
Cash bar

Raffle

Prizes

Book either as a table of 8 or individuals/smaller groups and we will seat you.
Places limited.
For tickets and further information please contact Anu Thompson on 07973
553291 or Frank Hawkins on 565050.

All proceeds to Church projects

It's Christmas time again, My Lord,
And I am all alone.
The sadness and the sorrow meet,
The joy has all but gone.
You must know how it feels Lord;
You lost Your only Son.
The anguish as my loved one died,
You surely understand?
The world would be a different place,
If Love had not come down.
A baby born into the world,
A manger for His throne.
The darkness of the night makes way,
When light comes beaming in.
The hope of all the world to come,
The warmth of Mary's arms.
In dead of night, the life you held,
Was Your own precious Son.
The manger and the cross laid bare,
A dirty cattle shed.
Before you even flung the stars
And planets into space,
You loved me and You held me and
Sent Jesus in my place.
And all the world will praise Your name,
And bow down at Your throne.
Then dance and sing and worship You,
With laughter through their tears.
And we in turn will join with them,
And swell the heavenly throng.
It's Christmas time again, My Lord,
And I am NOT Alone.
Tracey Jones (TJ)

The Sunshine Coast in Queensland is a beautiful part of Australia with rolling
hills and mountains, large green fields of sugar cane or pineapples and
endless golden beaches. We were visiting our son and his wife who live there.
Many houses in this part of the country are raised off
the ground to enable air to flow underneath and help
to keep the house cool. Our son took us into the
‘hinterland’ as it is called, a term left over from the early
German settlers. Beautiful jacaranda trees with their lavender blue flowers
dotted the hills, together with bottle brush trees, bougainvillea in vivid colours
and tropical trees and flowers unknown to us. As this is late spring there were
lots of birds busily building nests or tending their young. The dawn chorus
here was rather louder than an English one; the pee-wee bird, the magpies
warbling their song, the families of kookaburras shouting out their chorus, the
whip bird - all noisy. It’s no wonder the Aussies are early risers!
On a weekend to visit to see our grandsons in Sydney, we cheered on England
as they defeated Australia in the World Cup rugby in a crowded pub. Staying
in a cosy bungalow, the veranda had a small hive, where sugarbag bees,
stingless miniature bees about 7mm long and native to Australia, were busy
producing honey, once prized by the Aboriginal people.
Back in Queensland, we visited lovely botanical gardens high in the hills, with
a bird sanctuary looking after rescued birds of all sizes and breeds. Walking
through the three huge aviaries we saw parrots and macaws which delighted
in alighting on visitors’ shoulders, heads and arms and relieving them of
jewellery, buttons, etc. Apparently, cockatoos can live for around 150 years.
Later we walked around the gardens
admiring the gorgeous flowers and
plants and enjoying the stunning
views over the valleys towards the Glasshouse Mountains, a group of odd
shapes which are the remaining plugs from ancient volcanos whose outer
slopes had fallen away over the millennia.

The coast, as in so many parts of Australia, has seemingly never-ending golden
beaches with huge, creamy surf breaking on them. Each coastal town has a surf
club situated on the sea front with a large balcony overlooking the sea, from which
we often watched surfers skilfully whooshing up the shore on huge waves. A trip
northwards took us to Hervey Bay where an 880 metre pier reaches out into the
sea. This had originally been 250 metres longer than now and was used to carry
a light railway transporting coal or sugar over the shallow water
to ships which took it to other parts of the country. We had an
enjoyable, if very windy, walk to the end of the pier, watching a
fisherman land a small shark on the way back. He would enjoy
shark steaks for his supper.
Another day we walked along a path through the bush, marvelling at the
enormous height of some of the trees and intrigued by others which were
clasped by strangler trees which wrap their roots around their host and then
grow up towards the sky. A trip by car through a national forest highlighted
how very dry everything was. A mother koala bear with her baby on her back
sat high up in a gum tree. Koalas are very difficult to spot so we were lucky.
Driving slowly along the track we were startled when a kangaroo suddenly
‘boinged’ across in front of us. The bush is full of wildlife.
At the end of our holiday we went up the
Noosa River to see the sunset, but bush fires
meant that the air was very smoky. However,
the cruise went ahead and we enjoyed the
gentle pace of the boat and the sight of
Brahminy kites swooping alongside, catching
pieces of chicken thrown up by the Captain.
These lovely birds are smaller than our native red kites but are no less
attractive. We took photos of the sun sinking through the smoky haze and
then turned back feeling very sad, not only for the people affected by the
fires, but for the wildlife, particularly the koalas who live in the treetops.
On our last Sunday we attended Holy Communion at All Saints, a tiny church
in the village of Yandina. This was only the second monthly service to be
held since the church had reopened after a long period of closure.

We sang hymns accompanying a faint recording on a CD –
I don’t think any of us would have won any prizes!
Afterwards we had coffee in the garden and learned that
the vicar’s wife’s family came from the High Wycombe area.
What a small world!
Our lovely holiday came to an end and we were sorry to leave. We had been
lucky enough to see beautiful countryside, fascinating animals and birds and
meet lots of lovely people.
Sylvia Clark

As autumn turns to winter, try to think of your garden as an important
resource for insects, birds and animals through the next few months.
Maybe you have been used to cutting back and tidying up everything
in your flower beds but it is a good idea to leave at least some seed
heads and grasses both as food and warm shelter for wildlife.
Tasks for December:
1. Dig over borders if your ground is not frozen, ready for planting next spring.
2. Try and prevent ponds from freezing, so that there is water for any
wildlife in your garden.
3. Group potted plants together in a sheltered spot.
4. Remove yellow leaves from winter brassicas.
5. Rake up any fallen leaves from the lawn (again) and clean and oil lawnmower.
6. Put your feet up by the fire with some interesting seed and plant catalogues.
7. Begin to plan for next year.
Casseroles, stews and pies are always very popular at this time of year and
are a good way of using all the root vegetables that you can harvest from the
allotment. I like a tasty lamb stew with dumplings but my hubby has a
particular fondness for rabbit, particularly in a nice shortcrust pastry pie.
Happy Christmas. Yours,
Cecily MacGregor

Friendship Morning
This is a get together in Church House on the
third Thursday each month at 10.30 am. It is
primarily for those who are bereaved, who live on
their own and for those who are lonely. The emphasis is very much on
companionship and the atmosphere is light and cheerful. Please contact
Penny Austin on 01494 529596 if you think this is for you.

Babies & Toddlers @ St. Michael’s
Babies and Toddlers @ St. Michael’s meets every
Thursday in term time from 9.30 - 11.30 am in
the North Room.
and refreshments.

Come for chat, play, craft
Included, every second

Thursday of the month, will be ‘Tiny Tots’, a time
of fun worship in Church. For details contact Helen Peters –
helen.peters@peters-research.com

House Groups
A variety of house groups meet throughout the week: for days and times, or
for further information contact Revd. Keith Johnson, HW 257569.

Young People @ St Michael & All Angels
Throughout the year we have a number of activities, events and trips taking
place. For current details on what's coming up please contact Bex Hawes on
rebecca@wycombeyfc.org.uk

Sun

1

Advent Sunday
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (BCP)
9.00 am Choral Communion
10.45 am All Age Family Service
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon

2

Tue

3

10.00 am Disraeli School Visit: Church
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice
7.30 pm Mothers Union Advent Service: Church House

Wed

4

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
7.00 pm Parish Council Event: Church House
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

5

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
1.00 pm Christmas Workshop (schools): Church
7.00 pm Naphill & Hughenden Scout Carol Service: Church

Sat

7

Sun

8

8.30 am Men’s Breakfast: Church House
Second Sunday of Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
9.00 am Matins (Sung)
10.45 am Family Communion
3.00 pm Christingle: Church
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon

9

Tue

10

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Hughenden Village Shop
10.15 am Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs)
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Wed 11

9.30 am Christmas Workshop (schools): Church
10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
2.30 pm Interment of Ashes of Pearl Clark: Church
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

12

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
10.30 am Tiny Tots Service: Church
1.30 pm Christmas Workshop (schools): Church

Sat

14

9.30 am Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs)

Sun

15

Third Sunday of Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
9.00 am Choral Communion (Common Worship)
10.45 am Service of the Word
4.00pm Carols at Naphill: Naphill Village Hall
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon 16
Tue

17

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar!: Hughenden Village Shop
1.00 pm Hughenden Primary School Carol Service: Church
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Wed 18

9.00 am Great Kingshill School Carol Service: Church
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

19

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
10.30 am Friendship Morning: Church House
3.15 pm Messy Church: Cryers Hill Methodist Church

Sun

22

Fourth Sunday of Advent
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
9.00 am Matins (Sung)
10.45 am Family Communion
6.00 pm 9 Lessons & Carols

Tue

24

Christmas Eve
9.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
3.00 pm Crib Service
4.30 pm Crib Service
11.15 pm Midnight Holy Communion

Wed 25

Christmas Day
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said)
9.00 am Holy Communion (Sung)
11.00 am All Age Christmas Communion
5.00 pm Carols by Candlelight (with minced pies & mulled wine):

Sun

29

First Sunday of Christmas
10.00 am Parish Communion with Carols.
This will be the only service in this church today.

Sun

5

Epiphany
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said)
9.00 am Choral Communion
10.45 am All Age Family Service
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon

6

Tue

7

Wed

8

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Hughenden Village Cafe
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice
10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
1.00 pm Knit and Natter: Church House
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

9

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
10.30 am Tiny Tots Service: Church

Fri

10

Sat

11

Sun

12

10.00 am Visiting Bell Ringers (2 ½ hours)
1.00 pm Holy Land Pilgrimage Introduction: Church House
Baptism of Christ – 1st Sunday of Epiphany
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
9 00 am Matins (Sung) (BCP)
10.45 am Family Communion
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon 13
Tue

14

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Hughenden Village Cafe
2.30 pm Mothers Union Committee Meeting: Church House
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice

Wed 15

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
10.15 am Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs)
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

16

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room

Sat

18

8.30 am Women’s Breakfast: Church House

Sun

19

2nd Sunday of Epiphany
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
9.00 am Choral Communion (
10.45 am Service of the Word
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon 20
Tue

21

Wed 22

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Hughenden Village Cafe
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice
10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
10.15 am Visiting Bell Ringers (3hrs)
6.30 pm Wycombe Youth for Christ Prayer Evening: Church Hou
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

23

Sat

25

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room
10.00 am Wedding Preparation: Church House
6.45 pm Burns Night Black Tie Supper & Ceilidh: Hughenden
Village Hall

Sun

26

3rd Sunday of Epiphany
8.00 am Holy Communion (Said) (Common Worship)
9.00 am Matins
10.45 am Family Communion
6.00 pm Evensong (BCP) (no sermon)

Mon 27
Tue

28

Wed 29

10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Hughenden Village Cafe
7.30 pm Bell Ringing Practice
10.00 am Come and meet the vicar: Bon Ami Café, Naphill
7.45 pm Choir Practice

Thu

Date

30

9.30 am Toddler Group: North Room

Lesson

Readers
8:00 am / 6:00 pm

9:00 am

10:45 am

1st First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2: 1-5

Alison Stacey

Ann Gee

Romans 13: 11-end

Philip Hynard

Sara Badrick

Matthew 24: 36-44

Priest

Priest

-

Priest

Evensong: Psalm 9
Isaiah 52: 1-12

Beryl Doran

Matthew 24: 15-28

Mike Morgan

8th Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11: 1-10

Judy Wilson

Christopher Tyrer Lyall Thompson

Romans 15: 4-13

Lin Smit

Matthew 3: 1-12

Priest

Ann
Moore
(check which)

Priest

Psalm at 9.00 am: 72
Evensong: Psalm 11
1 Kings 18: 17-39

Louise Stallwood

John 1: 19-28

Susan Brice

15th Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35: 1-10

John White

Hazel Lowe

Karen Williams

James 5: 7-10

Cathryn Carter

Roger Gee

Matthew 11: 2-11

Priest

Priest

Priest

Tony Sackville

Evensong: Psalm 12
Isaiah 5: 8-end

AJ/LS

Acts 13: 13-41

Emily Bailey

22nd Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7: 10-16

Alan Jaycock

Edie Sadler

Romans 1: 1-7

John Holmes

Matthew 1: 18-end

Priest

Louise Stallwood
(check which)

Psalm at 9.00 am: 80
6.00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols Service (No Evensong)

Priest

24th Christmas Eve
9.00 am Holy Communion

2 Samuel 7: 1-5, 8Acts 13: 16-26
11 & 16

Luke 1: 67-79

TBD

Priest

11.15 pm Holy Communion Isaiah 52: 7-10
Cathryn Carter

TBD

Hebrews 1: 1-12 John 1: 1-14
John White

25th Christmas Day

NB 11:00 am

Isaiah 9: 2-7 or 62: 6-end

Judy Wilson

Ann Moore

Titus 2: 11-14 or 3: 4-7

Arthur Johnson

Lin Smit

Luke 2: 1-20

Priest

Priest

29th First Sunday of Christmas Isaiah 63: 7-9
10:00 am Holy Communion Susan Brice
(NB Only service this Sunday)

Date

Priest

Lesson

-

Priest

Hebrews 2: 10-end Matthew 2: 13-end
Peter Joy

Priest

Readers
8:00 am / 6:00 pm

9:00 am

10:45 am

5th The Epiphany
Isaiah 60: 1-6

Philip Hynard

Hazel Lowe

Ephesians 3: 1-12

John White

Ann Moore

Matthew 2: 1-12

Priest

Priest

-

Priest

Evensong: Psalms 98 & 100
Baruch 4:36 – 5:end

AJ/LS

John 2: 1-11

Mike Morgan

12th Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 42: 1-9

Judy Wilson

Louise Stallwood Christopher Tyrer

Acts 10: 34-43

Lin Smit

Matthew 3: 13-end

Priest

Ann Gee
(check which)

Priest

Psalm at 9.00 am: 29
Evensong: Psalms 46 & 47
Joshua 3: 1-8 & 14-end Beryl Doran
Hebrews 1: 1-12

Susan Brice

19th Second Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 49: 1-7

Cathryn Carter

Ben Brice

Mike Dean

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9

John Holmes

Sara Badrick

John 1: 29-42

Priest

Priest

Priest

Roger Grant

Evensong: Psalm 96
Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:4

AJ/LS

Galatians 1: 11-end

Emily Bailey

26th Third Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 9: 1-4

Alan Jaycock

Edie Sadler

1 Corinthians 1: 10-18

Alison Stacey

Matthew 4: 12-23

Priest

Christopher Tyrer
(check which)

Psalm at 9:00 am: 27

Priest

Evensong: Psalm 33
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11

Mike Morgan

1 Peter 1: 3-12

Louise Stallwood

Outlook is published on the 28th of each month, except July and
December. The editors for the February 2020 edition are Christopher and
Jane Tyrer. Items for inclusion should reach the editors by email at
mag@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk. Handwritten articles should be
delivered or posted to Sylvia Clark, 'Failte', Boss Lane, Hughenden Valley,
HP14 4LQ.
All contributions to be received by 15th January 2020 please.
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Our Mission is

We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

• That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
• That are based on Jesus’ example.
• By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families, neighbours
and work and school colleagues.

• Understanding the communities in which we live and seeking to be
fully involved in those communities.
• Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
• Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

• That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.
• That is based on worship that is honouring to God and accessible and
relevant to all.
• That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

Grant Lord that as we celebrate again the birth of your Son, His message of
peace and goodwill to all men will be heard. We pray that the New Year will
bring peace to all areas of strife and conflict in our world. Amen.

