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Dear Readers
I have been re-reading Susan’s editorial
from the December/January edition of
Outlook, and about people leading
saintly lives by putting the love of Jesus
into action. Many people have indeed
been unrecognized saints in the help
and comfort they have given to others
and they are continuing to do so in this
latest lock down. These are dark
times, but there is consolation in
knowing in our hearts that there will
be light which will surely come.
Currently the anti-Covid vaccination is
helping us to look to a brighter future
and we hope and pray that by the end
of this year, we will be able to greet
and mix with friends and family in a
more natural way. Perhaps Keith’s
letter where he suggests adopting a
new habit for Lent, rather than giving
something up, will spur you on. (See
next pages.)

Today, in mid-January, I have been for a
lovely walk in brilliant winter sunshine and
at one point I stopped and just looked
around at the beautiful countryside. The
birds were singing and the buds on many of
the trees and hedgerows are fattening up
ready to burst forth in a few weeks’ time.
The world will look a better place when
there is green around us!
There are some very interesting and
perhaps intriguing articles in this edition;
Nature Quest with descriptions of plants
thriving against the odds; the encouraging
news from Peru; a mystery around the

pulpit; a tasty-sounding recipe; a first-hand
account of learning at home etc, so I hope
you enjoy them all.
Better times are just around the corner and
spring is on its way!
Sylvia Clark
Editor
The editor for the March magazine will be
Sylvia Clark.

It is with sadness that we record the
death in December of Connie Belsham,
who was baptized, confirmed and
married in Hughenden Church and who
lately lived in Sonning.
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From the Vicarage
What are you giving up for Lent this year?

Keith Johnson
Vicar

St Michael & All Angels,
Hughenden

If I were to look back on
talks and articles which I
have written in the past 15
years, I suspect that
question would pop up
more than any other, when
it comes to the season of
Lent.
“Lent…?” I hear you cry in
disbelief, “I’m still recovering
from a Covid Christmas”.
Perhaps this year, more than
any other, we need to be
asking ourselves a different
question when it comes to
observing Lent. 2020 began as
a brave new world, where
Brexit would be sorted and we
each had our plans for the
year. But how many of those
did we manage to achieve? Not
many, I suspect.
How many things which you
took for granted, did you really
appreciate and miss immensely
last year? Meeting up with
friends and family openly, with
no restrictions? A holiday in
the sun or the snow? Marking
a special celebration with a
party? Walking around a
supermarket without it feeling
like an assault course at times?

Hugging those you love but
don’t live with? Going down
the pub, without having to
work out which tier we are in,
and whether food and/or drink
is being served, or is that just
takeaway?
A different language has
entered our daily vocabulary
including strange new words
like Zoom, support bubble,
social distancing, anti-vaxxer,
and the R number.

I am very mindful that some
have enjoyed the time and
space afforded to them by
lockdowns and have thrived in
unusual circumstances. But for
others, the last 12 months have
been amongst the most trying
in their lives. How many
parents felt equipped to handle
home-schooling 12 months
ago? Very few I suspect. Jobs
have been lost, business owners
have struggled hand-to-mouth,
trying to keep their heads
above water and their staff in
work, against great odds.
But then there is the impact of
the epidemic itself – with a
national death-toll now
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exceeding 80,000 lives, many of the most
vulnerable in our society fearful of going
out, and the enormous pressure placed
upon our carers and the NHS.
I know I have painted a rather bleak picture.
So here is a different question for you? Has
any good come out of a very difficult year?
We are using our cars much less, families
are spending more time together, gardens
have been tended with great care, and many
have run out of excuses when to do that
home improvement task which has been
put off “Until I get more time”.
I still work out of my study at the Vicarage
but have found myself spending far more
time staring at a computer screen, and
really missing meaningful contact with
others in person. This has also been felt
keenly by my two Clergy colleagues at
Hughenden Church – Helen and TJ.
So back to my original point – should we
perhaps be looking at Lent in a different
way this year? How about resolving to
adopt a new habit that you have started
during lockdown, as a permanent lifestyle
choice, instead of giving up chocolate for 6
weeks?

“How about you Vicar?”, I hear you cry.
Well, I have been meaning to spend more
time out in our wonderful countryside ever
since we moved to Hughenden in 2016 and
I have finally succeeded! I have pledged to
myself to lose weight through careful eating
and regular exercise and so far it is going
really well. The real challenge will be
keeping it up when much of our old
patterns of life resume, once the epidemic
is under control, and we are permitted
once again to meet others in public.
I have really missed bumping into many of
you for coffee on Monday and Wednesday
mornings at the local café; I hope we might
be reacquainted sooner rather than later.
However you mark Lent this year (which
begins with Ash Wednesday on 17th
February), be kind to yourself and resolve
to rediscover some of the simpler things of
life again, which can make our lives so much
richer, but which we so often put aside until
the right time comes along. What if the
right time is now? What might God be
nudging you to pick up this year, to enrich
your life and the lives of others?
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Our Mission Link
A thank you from Levi and Debora
You will be aware that for the last few
years we as a church have been
supporting Levi and Debora Santana in
their work amongst people living on
the streets in Goiania, Brazil. They
recently returned to the UK for the
foreseeable future and have now
finished their present time with
Church Mission Society. A full version
of Levi and Debora’s last link letter is
available at churchmissionsociety.org/
Santana and is also displayed on the
Mission Link board in church. An
edited extract from it is included
below:
“In June we finished our time in Brazil,
returned to the UK and started preparing
to end our service with CMS at the end of
January. Our work in Brazil has come to an
end, but God’s mission there has not. The
charity was handed over to new local
leaders. We planted something that will
now grow without us. This, in our
understanding, is the way cross-cultural
mission should work. Levi has stayed on
as an advisor and will continue to meet via
Zoom with the new leadership. They are
doing a great job! Mariana, the new
director, is only 24 and burns with a love
for those living on the streets. Please pray
for her, that she may like Jeremiah be
strong and courageous, that she may be
clothed with strength and courage from
the Father.

We are thankful to all of you who prayed,
gave financially, and supported us in so
many ways over the last three years. We will
never be able to pay back. However, we will
pay it forward and seek to live lives, beyond
Brazil, that bless, equip, and support others.
We have been back in the UK a few
months and although it has been
challenging, not least due to COVID-19related complications, we are doing well.
Nicolas has returned to his old school and
loves being back. In truth, his heart never
left. We love the way he has developed and
grown, and for the way his obedience to our
call as a family has been honoured.

Settling back into the UK
- Levi with Olivia
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Olivia has started nursery and is growing
and developing well. She is sweet and shy,
and in some ways has struggled more with
the transition than her brother, returning to
an unknown world. Please pray for her as
she settles in and deals with not having her
grandparents around, and a change in the
amount of sunlight she gets!
Debora is doing well. She is looking for ways
to build her client base as a hairdresser, to
invest in friendships (old and new) and
looking forward to connecting with the local
church. She will also look for a job after the
COVID-19 storm passes.
I, Levi, am training as a religious education
teacher at UCL in London. It has been a
time of growth and challenge. I’m not sure
what God has for me in terms of future
ministry, but I hope whatever happens that
he will continue to shape my life and my
desire is to be available to God. Having said
that, it is nice to take this season to rethink
and appraise the journey thus far.
Thank you for coming with us on this
journey. A massive thank you to the CMS
people, who worked in the background as
enablers, allowing us to do our job – from
editing newsletters to reminding us of our
limitations. Above all, thank you to each
and every one of you.”
Please pray for Levi, Debora, Nicolas, and
Olivia as they adjust to the change and for
their future, and please pray for Mariana
running the work in Brazil.
A huge thank you too from the Mission
Support Group for all the help given to the
Santanas in Brazil, for the generous
donations for the car (the money from

which is now being used by the charity in
Goiania), and for all the donations to help
them get settled back into High Wycombe.
You have been showing the love of God and
helping him to work, thank you!
So, Who Next?
The Mission Support Group believes that
having personal links in mission has huge
benefits, not only for those we support but
also for ourselves, helping us to remain
grounded and to see so clearly how God is
working. So, we will be looking to
recommend a new mission link to the PCC.
We have several possibilities. We could
continue with someone serving with
Church Mission Society, and here a couple
looking to go to the Holy Land to reopen a
long-disused and damaged church are likely
front runners. We also have contact with a
physiotherapist working with United
Mission to Nepal as well as with a London
Air Ambulance pilot looking to fly with
Heli-Mission in Papua province, the most
remote and wildest part of Indonesia.
We would love to hear your thoughts on
what sort of mission link we should have
and even where. Do contact us with your
thoughts – email David at david.tester@
talk21.com
Mission Support Group
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Nature
Quest
Isaiah 35 begins “The desert will
rejoice, and wild flowers will bloom in
the wilderness” and further on
“streams of water will flow through the
desert, and the burning sand will
become a lake […] Where jackals used
to live, marsh grass and reeds will grow,
and pigs will fly”. Actually not the last
four words! Such a vision sounded
outrageous in Isaiah’s day, and still
does. Yet as they say, sometimes
truth is stranger than fiction. Isaiah
was foretelling God’s seemingly
impossible rescue of His people from
captivity.
In this Nature Quest we look at the
unexpected, the unusual, in the familiar
nature around us.
As a teenager I only saw mistletoe
‘growing’ on market stalls just before

Christmas, but round here it’s
commonplace on certain kinds of trees,
and I’m continually amazed! Does it really
suck the life out of its host tree, or is it
merely latching onto a convenient
foothold?

Children then and now grow cress on
wet kitchen paper: nutrients seemingly
not needed. Some people manage to
grow their hyacinths just suspended over
a glass of water. You can start off avocado
stones similarly. Many orchids get their
moisture from aerial roots. Lichens may
grow on branches and might derive some
small sustenance out of them, but those
on gravestones have to manage on fresh
air!
At this time of year snowdrops push up
undaunted by a few inches of snow. But
perhaps not so surprising since they had
already pushed up through a few inches of
hard soil. More surprising are plants that
can push through tarmac or even
concrete. And roots are immensely strong:
a church that I know has a sycamore
sapling growing in the crack between the
path and the church wall: it is lifting the
floor inside and cracking the wall, such
that mice can now get in, and though you
might think of a poor church mouse, how
sweet! The wardens there are not
amused!
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Perhaps less damaging are the little weeds
growing in stonewall crevices, like the ivyleaved toadflax along the driveway into
Hughenden Manor: presumably the interior
holds sufficient dampness for these little
beauties to thrive even in dry summer. If
you look up at the railway viaduct in
Wycombe you’ll see quite large buddleias
sprouting from the brickwork: every few
years they have to be removed.

In this parish there are some immaculate
lawns, well, perhaps not quite in February,
but beautiful stripes reinforced every
week, incredibly uniformly green, not a
weed in sight, and woe betide any
upmarket mole or hungry badger on a
wild night out. And there are lawns like
ours, a botanist’s delight of weeds and
here and there a few blades of grass, but
the general impression is green! And in
fairness, Gwen keeps it cut pretty short
and neat. But last year through the usual
green weeds came a bee orchid: flat leaves
lying low to avoid the mower, and then
bravely raising a 9” flower stalk. We gladly
mowed around it, and pondered how it
came to be there.

Beauty is greater when unexpected, a bit
like acts of kindness.
Mike Hill
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New Year Update from Peru
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has never put it out.
John 1: 5

Our son Paul and daughter-in-law
Sarah, working for Church Mission
Society in Peru, began their most
recent newsletter by quoting those
reassuring words, which have been
much needed during the past year,
not only in Peru, but all over the
world.
They continued: “Here in Peru the
pandemic situation has greatly improved
and the country is slowly easing
restrictions. In the middle of November,
we were delighted to find that very strict
restrictions on children’s freedom were
relaxed. However, there are huge question
marks over whether the school year in
2021 (beginning in March) will be able to
start with attendance-based learning. The
most likely outcome is that it will begin
online, as it has been since March 2020.
Surprisingly, most Peruvians have
appeared to be content with their
children’s situation, while in our flat we
have found it very challenging and have
had to dig deep into our creativity to keep
our children healthy. The purchase of a
small trampoline has been our latest
innovation! The rabbits also continue to
delight the girls. Their unexpected
offspring are now enjoying new homes

and, to our girls’ delight, one is living just
upstairs with our neighbours.
Over the next few months we do hope to
spend some time in the UK. The second
wave of the virus in Europe has put that
plan on hold for now and travel between
much of Latin America and Europe is still
complex. In the meantime we are planning
to find a way to spend some time away
from our flat early in the New Year so as to
see something new after 9 months and
counting without having left Lima.”

Well, they did manage to get away for
four nights in the Andes, which they all
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kite flying on the seafront, visiting a farm,
or walking in the foothills of the Andes, as
they are only too aware that restrictions
could be tightened again. The number of
cases of Covid-19 in Peru is currently far
lower than here, though there is some
concern about a recent slight increase in
new cases.
Will they be able to come to the UK in the
next few months? Who knows? Like so
many people with far flung families, we wait
to see when we can meet again in person.
In the meantime, we are thankful for the
wonder of video calls!
Charlotte Tester

thoroughly enjoyed, even though this time
of year is the rainy season in the
mountains! Pony trekking along high,
winding tracks was a particular highlight
for the girls. (As you can see in the photo,
face masks must still be worn everywhere
except at home.)
Back home in hot, sunny Lima, with the
school summer holidays stretching ahead
until early March, holiday clubs and classes
are cautiously starting up, with very small
numbers. The older girls (8 and 6) are being
coached in their roller-skating skills in the
local park, and all three are enjoying
swimming lessons, each in a class of just 4
pupils. They arrive at the pool in their
swimsuits and leave in them too, with a
towel wrapped round them. Fortunately, in
the Lima summer climate this is not a
problem!

Paul and Sarah are also taking every
opportunity to take the girls on days out;

10

Wycombe Homeless
Connection
We have been talking to Heather
Stanley (Fundraising and Marketing
Manager) in order to gain an insight
into Wycombe Homeless Connection
and how they and their clients have
been affected by the current situation.
The charity has two main parts – the first is
working with adults without families in
South Bucks who have become homeless
and who are, for example, living on the
streets or sofa surfing. Normally, the
Winter Night Shelter would be open from
January to March, but of course this year
this has not been possible. Instead, with
funding from Bucks Council, guests have
been placed in emergency accommodation
where they have to be able to self-isolate.
This includes placing people in hotels where
they receive bed and breakfast or in
privately owned or council funded
properties. This is an ideal temporary
solution as clients are warm, dry and feel
safe. Clients are also linked up to
organisations such as One Can and Meals
for Marlow to ensure that everyone has
enough food. The objective though is to
find permanent accommodation for clients
who are currently in temporary
accommodation. In the past year 40 people
have been resettled which is a tremendous
result especially as some people have to
stay in temporary accommodation for over
a year because of the shortage of suitable
permanent places in our area. If you have

heard of anyone who is homeless please
give them details of WHC – a lot of
homeless people have compromised
immune systems so are at particular risk
from contracting Covid but once they have
been verified as rough sleepers they can be
placed in emergency accommodation.
The second part of the work undertaken by
Wycombe Homeless Connection is
Homeless Prevention Help which is the
fastest growing area of their work and this
comprises giving advice and support to
people to prevent them from becoming
homeless. WHC run a Homelessness
Prevention Hotline where people can get
legal advice relating to such matters as
illegal eviction, rights and landlord
harassment. They help people access
financial support, legal aid and lead a project
called the Wycombe Rental Aid Scheme.
Basically they help to provide independent
advice available all in one place to anyone
who is in danger of losing their
accommodation. In fact, WHC have been
so successful at providing this type of
support that they have been asked to train
homeless charities in other parts of the UK.
Heather explained that the key focus of
WHC was to help people become safe and
that every illegal eviction that was
prevented was a step in the right direction.
Everyone has rights and a key aim is to
ensure that people understand these rights.
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As a church we have supported WHC over
the years in many ways but more support is
always needed and Heather has provided
the following information with appropriate
links if required:

News from
HART

How to get in touch
If you are worried about someone who is
homeless, contact us or get them to get in
touch. And we can help with free,
independent advice and support that may
help people keep their home if they think
they are at risk of losing it.
Call our hotline: 01494 447699
Email: contact@wyhoc.org.uk
Online: www.wyhoc.org.uk
Message us our social media.
Calls to action:
Please, let anyone you think might need
help know about our free homelessness
prevention services.
Please remember our clients, volunteers
and staff in your prayers.
Please, consider making a donation, every
gift helps and regular gifts help us plan for
the future: www.wyhoc.org.uk/donate
Lyn Watterston
Mission Support Group

On the 8th January we heard the
wonderful news that most of the Staff
and patients at the Lady Cox Centre
for Rehabilitation in Stepanakert,
Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh) have
been able to return. The work of the
Centre continues with renewed
vigour in its mission as the only
Centre of Excellence for the
treatment of people of all ages with
disabilities in the region. Moreover,
the need for its expertise has
substantially increased following the
armed conflict in the autumn of 2020.
The Centre is helping to treat those
injured in that conflict as well as
resuming normal activities such as the
use of the Hydrotherapy Pool for
paraplegic patients.
We are encouraged to hear that of the
approximately 100,000 Armenians who
were evacuated from Artsakh last year,
about 50,000 have returned. Efforts at
rebuilding and restoring the extensive war
damage have begun, although rural areas
are difficult to access. Electricity and Wi-Fi
have been restored in Stepanakert, but full
power has not yet been restored to rural
areas. HART understands that the
contribution of the Russian Peace Keeping
force is appreciated. A source said that
“Russians are being helpful and friendly and
are cooperating with the people and are
doing a lot to rebuild.”
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There remain major concerns for prisoners
still held by Azerbaijan and horror at as-yet
unaccountable crimes committed during
the conflict. Atrocities too awful to detail
here were authenticated first-hand by Lady
Cox and David Thomas during HART’s
autumn visit. A Newsletter dated 11th
January gives more details, under five main
headings, assuring us that there were
violations of International Law. These
crimes have also been acknowledged by
Human Rights Watch.
Pertinent to HART’s concerns both in the
Caucasus, and elsewhere including
Myanmar/Burma and regions of Nigeria, are
Lady Cox’s recent advocacy activities in
parliament. These are in the interest of
those served by several other charities that
we support, as well as HART – for
example, Embrace and Open Doors. Before
Christmas, Lady Cox urged our
Government to “stop making technical
excuses and stand up to the crime of genocide
across the world.” Now a majority of peers
have agreed amendments to the Trade Bill
that seem likely to pass into law. The
amendments require risk assessments to be
made before concluding trade agreements
that cover aspects including genocide,
modern slavery and child abuse.
We recognise these as necessary first steps
in the right direction and we pray that they
will be achieved and followed through. We
believe that through God all things are
possible, and that we must not feel
overwhelmed by the enormity of such
tasks. A more outward-looking government
in the USA should help. In these politically
difficult and dangerous regions, multinational
organisations such as the United Nations
must have a role.

Gandzasar Cathedral, Nagorno Karaakh –
escaped major damage – currently under
protection by Russian peace-keeping force.
Finally, in Caroline Cox’s own words “I cannot
do everything but I must not do nothing” - so
we pray for her, for all of her staff and
colleagues and for all those whom she loves
and is loved by, both here and overseas.
Christopher Mettem
Mission Support Group

We do commend you to visit regularly
HART’s excellent website with its
frequent news updates. The items
reported above appeared in December
2020 and this January. The concerns
that remain about Nagorno Karabakh
are particularly apposite at present:
www.hart-uk.org
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Lessons Online
Especially in the weeks leading up to
Christmas, school was very different.
As restrictions tightened, more people
would be called out of class, having to
self-isolate, and lessons strayed further
from the normal.

First, we’d have one week of online work.
Then it was two weeks. Then, after one day,
it was extended to the entire half term at the
very least. The thought of going back into
school from home, with virtual lessons that I
can’t understand, rushed deadlines, and the
loneliness and isolation of lockdown was
unfathomable and daunting. It would feel like
Many of our
we were back
teachers asked us
to wear masks in
In some ways it’s better where we were a
year ago. Also, my
lessons and we
than normal school
sisters had Anow had very
rigid seating plans
levels cancelled
with no news on how they’d be resolved, and
for classrooms, the bus and break times.
No-one could share equipment, so we
I had to choose my GCSEs soon. While the
had to buy our own paints, art utensils
latter two problems are still unanswered, this
lockdown has been a lot more encouraging.
and lab goggles, and teachers couldn’t
touch our work, so all work had to be
The school has taken a unified approach for
more live lessons, one that many schools are
submitted and marked online. Lunch
being encouraged to undertake. Being in
breaks changed even more significantly. As
meetings for a part of the full duration is
we couldn’t mix year groups, each year
much closer to normal schooling than the
was given a different outside area of the
first lockdown, as teachers are still explaining
school to stay, where we had to stay for
and presenting the topics, and can fully
breaks. Our area was small for the
explain what work they’re setting.
number of students, especially with social
Furthermore, having all lessons set up and
distancing in place and we weren’t allowed
taught in a similar way is much easier than in
inside, even on the very wet and cold
the first lockdown, where teachers had very
winter days. Confusingly, we were told
different resources and techniques.
that our whole year were in a ‘bubble’ but
at other times we were told to only
In some ways it’s better than normal school
socialise in groups of six. Most days we
as I can still learn the material as normal,
were free to be in much larger groups and
but I’m able to do work to my own
were only told to limit that on rare
timetable and my own way, as well as
occasions. Despite this, class material and
getting all the advantages of being at home
the standard of teaching and work didn’t
during the day.
fall and any work taught in the first
lockdown was re-taught. Lessons at least,
Orlando Thompson
felt by and large the same.
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A Sleuth in Our Midst …
… and possibly a mystery revealed
A surprise email arrived in Susan Brice’s inbox in November last year:
Greetings from Ayot St Peter in Hertfordshire!
I’m an amateur local historian and I’ve been researching a Victorian sculptress called Agnes
Bonham, who created the pulpit in our church. As with many female artists of yesteryear
she seems a very under-researched figure. Her mother was Barbarina Norris of Hughenden
Manor; the Bonhams owned a large estate in Ireland. Several members of the Bonham
family were buried at Hughenden, even after the Norrises no longer owned the house,
including Agnes’ oldest brother Francis and his wife. Agnes herself was buried there in 1906.

I’m collaborating with someone from the Norwood History Society (south London) where
Agnes lived in her later years. Her piece for their church was probably her masterpiece.
Valerie (Richards)
This prompted Susan to do much investigating, not to mention crawling about under our
pulpit, to see if there was a name, investigating burial records and ‘yomping’ around a muddy
churchyard to find the aforementioned graves.
The burial records show the following:
Agnes Susan Jane Bonham

Barbarina Bonham

Burial Date: 10/10/1906

Burial Date: 02/03/1882

Age: 69

Age: 75

Address: 9 Cypress Road, Upper Norwood

Address: Upper Norwood

Officiant: A.H. Whitfield - Rector of

Officiant: William Fleurl Breyner - The

Eagle Fields

Salvation Army

Susan’s correspondent also sent a copy of their ‘Churchyard News’, which we reproduce with
permission on the opposite page, detailing the results of much research into Agnes Bonham:
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Visitors to our church are often surprised to
learn that the beautiful Caen stone pulpit
was the work of a lady sculptor. Agnes
Bonham completed a number of large works
for churches, but remains a relatively
unknown artist. She never mentioned her
work in any census return, simply listing “of
independent means” - but she was not a lady
of leisure! Agnes was youngest of six children
of Revd. John Bonham and his wife Barbarina
(née Norris) who married in 1827. Revd.
Bonham inherited Ballintaggart estate, Co
Kildare, from his father, another John
Bonham. Barbarina’s father was John Norris
Esq, of Hughenden House, Buckinghamshire.
Revd. Bonham was curate at Dunsby parish
in Lincolnshire. The couple’s first two children
- Margaret Louisa and Mary - were born
there. Around 1830 the family relocated to
Ireland and a further four children arrived –
Francis, Anne Blanche, John and lastly Agnes
Jane Susan born in 1837. By 1861 the family
were living in Cheltenham. John - now retired
- was listed on the census as a clergyman
“without the care of souls”. The timing of
some of Agnes’ work is unclear, but her
sculptures at St Margaret’s Church, Whitnash
(Warwickshire) are dated as 1862 (a pulpit
plus other carvings in the chancel). The book
“A history and description of the parish of
Whitnash” by James Reynolds Young (1865)
features a lengthy description of the beauty
of the new pulpit, but the artist is not named.
Agnes is mentioned only as “a young lady, a
friend of the Rector's.” A newspaper article in
“The Queen” dated 16 June 1888 stated that
Agnes studied at “South Kensington, the
Royal Academy and afterwards in Rome”.
Agnes enrolled at the Royal Academy of Arts
in 1870. Her profession was “sculpture” and
the address was 24 Ovington Square,
Chelsea. At 33 years, Agnes was at least a
decade older than the other students, but she

Pulpit at Ayot St
Peter, Hertfordshire
was already an accomplished sculptress.
Agnes’ father died in 1875, the same year
that the pulpit was installed at Ayot St Peter.
In 1878 Agnes completed a carved pulpit of
Caen stone for Bangor Cathedral, designed by
Gilbert Scott. By the time of the 1881 census
Agnes was living with her mother at ‘Hillside’,
South Norwood Hill. Barbarina died in 1882,
and later Agnes moved into 9 Cypress Road,
South Norwood, which was her final home.
Agnes was a member of St John the
Evangelist church in Norwood and completed
a reredos (a large decoration behind the
altar) for them in 1888. “The Queen” states
that Queen Victoria had “graciously
accepted” a photograph of the work. Also in
1888 Agnes started on a reredos for Holy
Trinity Church, New Westminster (British
Columbia). Agnes died on 7 October 1906
aged 69 and was buried in Hughenden on 10
October. A plaque in St John’s records the
gratitude of the congregation for her service
to the church.
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The pulpit at St Michael & All Angels, which
as you see, bears a striking resemblance to
the one in Ayot St Peter’s, is one of the
many memorials to James Searight (who as
avid readers of this magazine will recall, paid
for the rebuilding of the Church in the
1870s) and is decorated with cherubs and
four archangels. The archangels are:
• the Archangel Michael, casting the
dragon (symbolising the devil) out of
heaven. Despite the damaged sword
caused by who knows what
misadventure, he has prevailed;
• the angel of the Annunciation, carrying
as an identifier, a lily the emblem of
Mary, - the angel of the Revelation of St
John;
• and the one which puzzles many people,
is the Archangel Raphael. He guided
Tobit (or Tobias) on a long and eventfilled journey, during which he advised
Tobit to gather and roast the liver (gall)
of a fish which attacked him, as it would
be useful in curing all manner of ills,
including expelling the devil and
afflictions of the eyes. When eventually
he returned home, he used the liver to
cure his father’s blindness. Raphael is
identified by the fish whose liver
provided was so used.
Although there are of course practical
limitations on the way pulpits can be
designed, the panels and pillars of the two
pulpits show great similarities.
It seems possible - likely even - that with
Agnes’ link with Hughenden Manor and
Church (presumably having expressed her
wish to be buried there) that she would be

Pulpit at St Michael &
All Angels, Hughenden

an obvious choice to be commissioned to
make the tribute to the Church benefactor.
We leave you to judge … unless of course
anybody has any further information.
Jane Tyrer
(Ayot St Peter’s website for further exploration
of the church is: www.ayotstpeter.com)

There are various theories about the
whereabouts of St Michael’s sword/
spear; it was silver and was stolen; it
was replaced by a knitting needle
painted gold and later removed again; it
was tucked away in a drawer. Of such
things legends are created!
Ed.
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Holy Day in February
2nd February - Candlemas:
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
In bygone centuries, Christians said
their last farewells to the Christmas
season on Candlemas, 2nd February.
This is exactly 40 days after Christmas
Day itself.
In New Testament times 40 days old was an
important age for baby boys: it was when
they made their first ‘public appearance’.
Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to
the Temple with Jesus, her first male child to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the same

time, she, as a new mother, was ‘purified’.
Thus, we have the Festival of the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
So, where does the Candlemas bit come in?
Jesus is described in the New Testament as
the Light of the World, and early Christians
developed the tradition of lighting many
candles in celebration of this day. The
Church also fell into the custom of blessing
the year’s supply of candles for the church
on this day - hence the name, Candlemas.
The story of how Candlemas began can be
found in Luke 2: 22-40. Simeon’s great
declaration of faith and recognition of who
Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc
Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office
of Evening Prayer in the West. But in
medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was
mostly used just on this day, during the
distribution of candles before the Eucharist.
Only gradually did it win a place in the daily
prayer life of the Church.
From the Parish Pump
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Deanery Synod Report
This was the first meeting of the
Deanery Synod since the elections at
the 2020 Annual Parish Church
Meetings and it marked the start of the
new Triennium of 2020-23. As there are
a number of new members, this was
very much an opportunity for an
overview for their benefit and a
reminder for those who were returning
for a new term.
Deanery Synod has been described as
comprising of ‘a group of Anglicans waiting
to go home.’ Not anymore: ours is a very
busy representative forum for the parishes
in the locality, with a demanding remit and
a fascinating agenda. It is a public body of
the Church and its meetings are open to
the public. The Deanery website is
www.wycombedeanery.com.

The figures are worth noting: the
Wycombe Deanery is one of ten in the
Archdeaconry of Buckingham which, itself,
is one of the largest in the Diocese.
Wycombe Deanery covers a population of
150,000 people and contains 35 churches,
in 28 parishes or benefices. There are 12
Church Schools and about 3000 people on
the collective Electoral Rolls. We
contribute £1.2m to the Diocese, there
are 17 paid stipendiary clergy and a
further 50 other licenced leaders. Recently,
three new Licenced Lay Ministers (LLMs)
have taken up their posts in the Deanery.
The good news is that our Vicar, Keith, has
been appointed Deputy Associate Rural

Dean. The Rural Dean is the Revd Dave
Bull, Rector of All Saints, Marlow. His
deputy and Associate Rural Dean is the
Revd Hugh Ellis, Rector of All Saints, High
Wycombe. Hugh is retiring in the next
couple of years and Keith will formally take
over Hugh’s role then. Among the
responsibilities assigned to the Associate
Rural Dean is the task of carrying out the
annual church inspections. These are
designed to check that the statutory
obligations and records are in order and to
offer advice and guidance to the
incumbents and churchwardens in and
about their duties.

What is the purpose of the
Wycombe Deanery Synod?
• It has a responsibility for the growth of
the Church;
• It is to play its part in the Great
Commission; and
• It has to see that churches flourish
individually and work effectively together.
It has guiding principles:
• Serving our fellowships – our local
churches;

• Shaping our future and leaving our
churches in a better place for the future;
• Spurring on our friends and learning
from one another;
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• Sharing the fire – going where the Holy
Spirit is lighting fires of faith and enabling
growth.
What are the challenges for the Synod
between 2020 – 2023?
• How can we support our churches in
their plans for mission?
• How will we achieve substantial clergy
deployment?
• How can we inspire and learn from each
other?

full and prompt payments by parishes of
their shares. The Deanery Treasurer
expected that the shortfall in Parish
Share would be too great for the
Deanery to receive the rebate by
covering it from Deanery reserves. In
fact the use of the reserves has enabled
the Deanery to qualify for the rebate
this financial year. By deciding to engage
the reserves as an Act of Faith, not only
has the Deanery qualified but the
returns by individual parishes has
exceeded expectations. Thanks and
congratulations were expressed to Parish
Treasurers at their recent Deanery
meeting.

What are the priorities for 2021-2025?
• Measuring rural churches: a Rural
Churches Review;
• Resourcing church growth: St Andrew’s
Hatters Lane in High Wycombe has
become a Resource Church;
• Building a leadership pipeline: through
discipleship and through the Marlow
Training Centre;
• Caring for our leaders: wellbeing
initiatives for everyone;
• Mending the nets: our partnership
network will be strengthened;
• Sharing the Fire building upon the
progress of the first year.
Updates
1. The financial position: I have previously
explained the reasoning behind the
Parish Share and the Deanery rebate for

2. Vacancies: the five vacancies set out in
my previous report are going through
the process towards appointments.
Christopher Tyrer
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Bookends
Regular readers of this column will
not be surprised to know that the
Christmas list my family asked me to
provide in December, contained
several books. I was fortunate
enough to receive them all: Barack
Obama’s autobiography; poems by
Michael Rosen about refugees;
Patchwork, a fascinating memoir by a
curator at the V&A; and the new
book by Nigella Lawson: Cook, Eat,
Repeat.

Cook, Eat, Repeat
Nigella Lawson
Publisher: Chatto & Windus
RRP: £26.00 (Hardback)
ISBN-10 : 1784743666
ISBN-13 : 978-1784743666

This last book, gave me much food for
thought. (That was an unintentional pun but
I think it works!) It is a lovely book to
handle but it is actually quite tricky to find
the recipes! This neither upset nor
surprised me as the reviews that I had read
all praised the prose, the narratives and the
appealing writing style. There was no
comment about ingredients or methods. In
many ways this is now not uncommon and
this thought sent me to my bookshelves in
the kitchen on what turned out to be a
reverie on social history.

jobs for the men. Before it gets onto the
recipes, written in a very dense,
concentrated style, Good Housekeeping
offers advice on bleeding and poisoning,
(the prevention thereof!) frost protection
and fumigation. It details 14 possible ways
to fold a napkin, an unbelievable 42 ways to
use a forcing bag and the advice that your
husband may enjoy an aperitif and some
small appetiser when he comes home from
work and before he is ready to sit down for
his evening meal! The exclamation marks
are of course my own.

The oldest cookery book I have was my
mother’s and was published in 1951; Good
Housekeeping’s Home Encyclopaedia. The
foreword begins by saying: ‘To run a home
happily and efficiently is probably the most
rewarding of all jobs for a woman.’ Well, some
may consider that to be so but I think in
between the lines is some government
propaganda saying that now the war is over
we would like all women to get back into
the kitchen please so that there are more

My grandmother gave me an updated Good
Housekeeping cook book for my 18th
birthday. I can get quite nostalgic about this
one. It contains the Christmas cake recipe
that I used for 25 years until I had had
enough, decided that few of my family liked
fruit cake and so bought one from M&S
instead. And there is the gingerbread recipe
on very sugary and treacly stained pages
that I cooked time and again, year after year
for Church House teas. Interestingly well
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into the late 20th century, this book is still
offering sets of weekly recipe plans that
contain 3 cooked meals a day. I remember
this from my childhood. Sandwiches were
for Sunday afternoons and cricket club teas,
rolls for picnics and days on the beach.
There were certainly no packed lunches
either for my father in his London office or
for me at school. There was no obesity
crisis at that time, indeed the word was not
even in general usage, so I can only assume
that portion sizes were much smaller, thus
avoiding the problem. To give them their
due, this 1960s/70s book does state: ‘Sugar,
this is one carbohydrate that everyone
should eat less of as it contains very few
nutrients.’
And then there was Delia. Delia Smith, on
television and in print always felt to me
rather like a favourite aunt or godmother
who had been landed with the job of
teaching you to cook. Her approach was
kind but firm and it was very clear that she
was in charge. Looking at her books now, it
strikes me that they are indeed full of
imperatives; cut here, mix well, pour the
juices. The fashion of late seems to be
gentler and contains more conditionals: you
might like to, if you want a thicker sauce,
you could add etc, etc. What does this say
about today I wonder? Maybe that we don’t
want to be lectured or we would like to be
offered choices and we want to make some
of the decisions ourselves.

generations might recognise. ‘Much More
Veg’ by Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall is an
example. I don’t think I will try the tofu,
mushrooms and seaweed but red pepper
and chickpea soup is scrummy. He of
course has an agenda here; he writes: ‘It is
without doubt a very good idea to make
vibrant, nutritious plant foods the basis of our
diets.’ Mary Berry may not quite agree, she
of the ‘Of course I will be using full fat milk/
fromage frais/yoghurt etc.’ Bless her. My
favourite book of hers is: ‘Family Sunday
Lunches.’ Here she employs all her family,
the dog and her lovely garden in Penn, to
add to the comforting feeling of the family
gathering. ‘Gather’ is the title of a recent
book by Gill Mellor, another chef from the
River Cottage establishment. Just like
Nigella’s book, the reviews on his work talk
of the poetry in his prose writing, never
mind the recipes. The critic certainly didn’t.
And so back to ‘Cook, Eat, Repeat.’ Thinking
about it, the title could give the impression
of a Sisyphean task, suggesting repetition
and drudgery. But, this is Nigella and this is
what she says: ‘My initial interest in writing
about food was a linguistic one: how could I
use language to convey a realm that lay so far
beyond it. A recipe has to take root in the
reader’s imagination.’

You see what I mean? Happy cooking … or
maybe just reading about it.
Susan Brice

And so now we have books that might sit
more comfortably on the coffee table
rather than on the kitchen bookshelf. They
are beautiful, produced on thick, creamy
paper with vivid, full colour pages. And I
think they are now almost more lifestyle
books rather than recipe books that earlier
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The Oxford Diocesan Council
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
As congregations become older in age
profile, our specific needs become more
obvious and acute. As one whose specific
needs have included loss of hearing, I have
interested myself on the range of available
facilities for those who are deaf or hard of
hearing. We have a ‘loop’ system both in
Church and in Church House.

an interconnected set of families who were
deaf and mute. It took three weeks to hear
all the evidence and I was greatly impressed
by the skills of the signers. It is a very
physical occupation with sign language a
fascinating gift. It was necessary to give
breaks for rest periods at which signers
changed places, one resting and one active.

Established in the 1960s, was the ‘Oxford
Diocesan Council for the Deaf and Dumb,’
a now inapposite title for the original
purpose for what is now the ODCD. Its
original objects were “to promote the
Spiritual, Social and General Welfare of the
Deaf and Dumb in the Diocese of Oxford.” In
June 2014, it was given a new Constitution
and title and new objectives.

Each Archdeaconry has membership quotas to
the Council and there have been several
vacancies. The work has not been helped by
the current absence of a Chaplain and an
Assistant Chaplain, several vacancies to Council
and a lack of a Chair. In a moment of, no
doubt, rashness, I joined the Council early last
year to fill a vacancy in the Buckingham
Archdeaconry. Shortly after putting my head
above the parapet in this way, I received an
invitation from Bishop Steven to become Chair.

Today – as the current constitution is that
of June 2014 - the ODCD aims (still) to
promote the spiritual, social and general
wellbeing of people who are deaf and hard
of hearing in the Diocese of Oxford, but
also to support the work of the Diocesan
Chaplain in ministry amongst the Deaf
Churches and congregations in the Diocese.

I stumbled upon the work of the ODCD by
accident: I noticed that there were two
signers working at the edge of the Diocesan
Synod at its meetings. I had some experience
of their work when I was Designated Family
Judge in London between 1997 and 2004. I
was given a Care Case to try, which involved

The first task is to find and appoint both a
Chaplain and Assistant Chaplain amongst the
Deaf. That is still work in progress. I have
managed to fill two lay vacancies in two the
Archdeaconries with the result that we now
have a functioning Council. The quarterly
meetings now have substance and purpose. I
want to redraft the Mission Statement so any
ideas in that regard would be most welcome.
Did you know that we have Deaf Churches
in Aylesbury, Oxford and Reading? The
need, it seems to me, is to build upon the
current monthly ‘Zoom’ Services and, to
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that end, publicity for them is an immediate
necessity. We need to broadcast the fact
that the Council exists and what it does
and stands for, as well as reaching out to
the deaf and hard of hearing.
The next Service is on Sunday the 7th
February at 10.30 am and I will hope to be

able to publicise that Service and the work
of the ODCD through our website, the
Deanery and Diocesan Synods’ websites. If
you know of anyone who might benefit,
please put them in touch with me and alert
them to forthcoming publicity.
Christopher Tyrer

The Baddeley Cake
Have you heard of this? It is also called
The Twelfth Night Cake and was
probably the forerunner of our
traditional Christmas Cake.
In the 1700s Twelfth Night was bigger than
Christmas. Falling on 5th or 6th January it
was a time for revelry, games and Twelfth
Night cakes which were fruit cakes covered
in marzipan and topped with crowns.

Legend tells that Robert Baddeley, who died
in1794, was a pastry chef working for the
actor Samuel Foote. He later became an actor
himself appearing at the Drury Lane Theatre.
Nowadays he is chiefly remembered for his will
in which he not only left property to found a
home for aged and impoverished actors, but
also for the sum of £3 a year (approximately
£54,000 in today’s money) ‘for the purchase of
wine, punch and a Twelfth Night cake for the
ladies and gentlemen of Drury Lane to enjoy in
the green room forever after’.
The cakes were often enormous, capable of
feeding an entire theatre company and were
lavishly decorated, sometimes with painted
panels with scenes from the current show.

In the late 19th century people clamoured
for invitations to what had become a ball,
with a supper, cake and dancing.
Robert’s tradition has endured almost to
this day, though the events are smaller and
seldom covered by the press. However, the
cakes remain the centrepiece, usually being
fruitcakes but recently, when Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory was being performed, a
chocolate cake was called for. The ceremony
has only been missed 13 times in its history:
during wartime, theatre closures and once
when the performers were a visiting
company from France. (‘They wouldn’t give
the cake to the French company’!) The
actors Angela and Hermione Baddeley are
descendants of Robert Baddeley.

Sadly the 2019 celebration is likely to have
been the last for several years as the theatre
was due to close for renovation. Who knows
how the current closures due to Covid-19
will affect the future of not only the theatre,
but also the tradition of the Baddeley Cake.
Sylvia Clark
(With the help of Radio 4 and Wikipedia)
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February Recipe
Tagine of Lamb
At this time of year, even when not in
the middle of a pandemic, we need food
that is comforting. This lovely tagine was
prepared by a friend of mine, many years
ago when we were having a social
evening (if we can remember those
days!) It is one of my favourite recipes
and is easy to prepare and can be
adapted as you want using chicken or
even vegetables to replace the lamb.

This amount makes a large casserole but
you can reduce the quantities as required
and it also freezes well. If you do reduce the
quantity make sure you reduce the spices
proportionately. Many years ago one of my
children decided to do some cooking for
the family and somehow got the amount of
spice wrong and added cayenne pepper the result was not edible!
Julia Grant

Ingredients

Method

1 kg cubed lamb chump
2 large chopped onions
3 cloves garlic
100 g chopped apricots
50 g sultanas
250 ml tomato juice
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1 tbsp ground ginger
1 tsp ground black pepper
1 tbsp paprika
½ tsp chilli powder

1. Pre-heat oven to 180℃/375℉/Gas
mark 5.
2. Mix spices and coat the cubed meat.
3. Heat half the oil, and briefly brown
the cubed meat, then add the onions
and all the remaining ingredients.
4. Stir well and bring gently to the boil.
Place in the oven for 1 to 1½ hours
until meat is tender.
5. Mix together topping and sprinkle on
top before serving.
6. Serve with couscous or rice.

125 ml lamb stock
1 to 2 tbsp olive oil
1 tsp honey
Juice of ½ lemon

Topping
Mix together:
1 to 2 tbsp chopped fresh coriander
Grated rind of lemon
50 g chopped almonds
Salt and black pepper
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From the
Potting Shed
Dear Friends,
Well, who would have imagined this is
how it would be in the first few months
of 2021. But, nature carries on doesn’t
it, ignoring R numbers, various tiers and
lockdowns. The bulbs are growing with
energy and very soon we can be sure
that everything will be covered with
buds and shoots. This just has to be
encouraging.
When the weather isn’t too chilly, there are
jobs you can do in the garden. (Always
remember a second pair of socks inside
your wellies.)
1. It is a good time to reorganise your shed
or garage ready for the coming season.
2. Prune shrubs. Hardy fuchsias can be cut
down considerably, leaving a few good
shoots.
3. Acanthus, Japanese anemones, hardy
geraniums and globe thistles (echinops)
can all be planted in February if the soil
isn’t frozen.
4. Remove fading flowers from winter
pansies to encourage more blooms.
5. It could be satisfying (and good exercise)
to have a really good go at removing
perennial weeds from your garden.

6. Bring some pots of dwarf daffodils into
your home to convince you that there
are better times ahead. Then make a pot
of tea, find a chocolate biscuit and sit
down to order some nice new plants
and packets of seeds that will be full of
promise.
My granddaughter Ruby has been learning
about the artist David Hockney, at home of
course on her mum’s laptop. When I was
feeling down the other day, she gave me a
big hug and told me that Hockney had said,
‘They can’t cancel spring.’ Well, thank
goodness for that I thought.
Take care my dears,
Yours,
Cecily MacGregor
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The Phoenix Trail
In these times of lockdown, we are
blessed with places to walk about in.
One that we have discovered, thanks to
a comment by Barbara Willson at a
‘Zoom’ coffee morning after Church
one Sunday, is the Phoenix Trail which
runs from Princes Risborough to
Thame. It is part of the National Cycle
Network, which a nationwide network
of traffic free paths for everyone,
connecting places of interest and
serving local communities by providing
and maintaining routes for leisure and
social activity and, of course, for taking
healthy exercise.

The Phoenix Trail is open to all comers:
walkers, dog walkers, runners with and without
dogs, bicycle and horse riders are permitted to
pass along the route. That includes, of course,
prams, buggies and wheelchair access all of
which can pass and repass along the route
easily and without contact with vehicular
traffic. The benefits are obvious – safety, fresh
air and exercise and, especially at this time,
distance free socialising within the current
Government rules on lockdown and exercise.
SUSTRANS, which is the overarching body
responsible for the national network, was set
up in 1977. It has a Board of Trustees and
Directors, it has charitable status, about 650
colleagues, over 3,000 volunteers and about
30,000 supporters. The vision or mission
statement is to create “a society where the
way we travel creates healthier places and
happier lives for everyone.” It aims to include
everyone, to challenge, act locally and think
big and get things done together.
The Phoenix Trail itself is flat, well-surfaced
and traffic free. It is an invigorating walk,
about six miles from the start near Princes
Risborough to the end in Thame. One can
either put a car at both ends and walk the
whole length or walk a part and retrace steps
back. The more energetic and fit can, of
course, go the entire length and back without
breaking out into a sweat! The ‘official route’
commences along the A4009 just after the
bridge but the trail is accessible along the
route. There is easy access in Hinton (where
the old train tracks are still visible), but
parking is limited and in Towersey where
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there are two access points, with adequate
parking. In Thame the access is from a
housing estate or finding the pathway from
the Town, at one of the bridges. We have
found access along the A4009, in Hinton,
Towersey and Thame quite easy, once you
have located the access points and available
parking. There is an adjacent pub in Towersey
but, sadly, it is closed at this time of writing.

The route, apart from the Thame end, is
through countryside. There are two obviously
former stations still existing now as private
houses. Most of it is pleasant but there are the
occasional eyesores of poorly maintained
adjacent estates. There is programme of
maintenance, especially of the ditches either
side that awaits permitted activity times. The
pathway itself is raised, running along the
original railway track. So, too there is abundant
bird life and good views over towards Ilmer and
Henton. It is relaxing and there are etiquettes
to follow: bicyle riders ring bells to forewarn of
their approach, so that walkers can stand aside
for them and the runners and quicker walkers
politely ask to pass in these socially distanced
times. It is a lovely opportunity for families with
young children to use their bicycles safely, learn
how to ride and improve their skills and
strengths. There are many runners who pound
their way up and back, encouraged by the
uplifting words of the walkers!
So – in these lockdown days when getting
out and taking exercise is a wisely taken
opportunity to refresh couch potatoes and
the frustrated – why not find a walk near
you and get some fresh air, either alone or
with one other or with your family and we
will meet up and pass the time of day as we
share the trail and stay healthy and sane.
Christopher Tyrer

A Thank You
Extracts from a letter from Wycombe
Women’s Aid following donations made
before Christmas – the full letter is on the
board in the Church porch:

On behalf of everyone here at Wycombe
Women’s Aid thank you so much for all the
wonderful gifts and vouchers you so kindly
delivered to our Outreach office earlier
today. Please could you thank everyone at
Hughenden Church and Hughenden
Mothers Union for their generosity – we
really do appreciate it. Everything is
absolutely lovely and will bring so much
happiness to the women and children we
are currently working with […]
Thank you again – we really are grateful for
your continued support and your
generosity does make a huge difference to
the women and children currently living in
the refuge. We hope you all have a happy
and peaceful Christmas and a slightly less
restricted 2021!
With very best wishes,
Sophie
On behalf of Wycombe Women’s Aid
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30 Books of the Bible
Our vicar sent this quiz to ‘Outlook’ –
maybe he is testing his parishioners! Ed.

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was
found by a gentleman in an airplane seat
pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to
Honolulu, keeping him occupied for
hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed
it on to some friends. One friend from
Illinois worked on this while fishing from
his john boat. Another friend studied it
while playing his banjo. Elaine Taylor, a
columnist friend, was so intrigued by it
she mentioned it in her weekly
newspaper column. Another friend judges
the job of solving this puzzle so involving,
she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.

or a scholar to see some of them at the worst.
Research has shown that something in our
genes is responsible for the difficulty we have
in seeing the books in this paragraph.

During a recent fund-raising event which featured
this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth
set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle,
surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that
this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had
ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it,
"The books are all right here in plain view hidden
from sight." Those able to find all of them will
hear great lamentations from those who have to
be shown. One revelation that may help is that
books like Timothy and Samuel may occur
without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that
punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal.
There will be some names that are really easy A chipper attitude will help you compete really
to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however,
well against those who claim to know the
will soon find themselves in a jam, especially
answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad
since the book names are not necessarily
exodus; there really are 30 books of the Bible
capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to
are forced to admit it usually takes a minister
be found. GO!

February Lectionary
7th : 2nd Sunday before Lent
Proverbs 8: 1 & 22-31
Colossians 1: 15-20
John 1: 1-14

14th : Sunday next before Lent

2 Kings 2: 1-12
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6
Mark 9: 2-9

21st : 1st Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9: 8-17
1 Peter 3: 18-end
Mark 1: 9-15
28th : 2nd Sunday of Lent
Genesis 17: 1-7 & 15-16
Romans 4: 13-end
Mark 8: 31-38
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David Tester

563354

Servers

Andrew Cole

442191

Churchwardens

Julia Grant

565746

Church Flowers

Sylvia Clark

562801

Frank Hawkins

565050

Church Library

Alison Gieler

562473

Parish Clark & Verger

Crèche Rota

Ali Skillen

Church Notices & Website Ben Brice

Arthur Johnson 521471
445899

Outreach and Social

Frank Hawkins

565050

PCC Secretary

Susan Brice

445899

Mothers’ Union Parish Link Ann McCarthy

712004

PCC Treasurer

Brian Morley

528633

Valley Friends

Heather Mayer

436044

07709 487101

Organist & Choirmaster Neil Brice

445899

Hughenden Village Hall

-

07815 163269

Worship Leader

Tony Sackville

446035

Naphill Village Hall

Norma Clarke

563116

Captain of Bellringers

David Cornwall 714718

Friendship Morning

Penny Austin

529596

Our Mission is

Loving God, help us to reach out in faith and loving service to all who are struggling
in our communities, so that with your love to strengthen us we may move forward
with hope and confidence to encourage others and greet the future. Amen.

To enable all to follow Jesus Christ
We shall live out this mission through
Prayer, Presence, Persuasion and Proclamation by:

Leading lives centred on Jesus Christ
That are steadfastly based on the Bible and prayer.
That are based on Jesus’ example.
By being ambassadors of Christ to our friends, families,
neighbours, and work and school colleagues.

Being seen and known
in the wider Community by
Understanding the communities in which we live
and seeking to be fully involved in those communities.

Building appropriate bridges between our church and our community.
Taking every opportunity to share the good news about Jesus Christ.

Offering and receiving spiritual
and practical support and development
That is appropriate to wherever people are on their spiritual journey.

That is based on worship that is honouring to God
and accessible and relevant to all.

That is led by prayer that engages with the will of God and his purposes.

