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Dear Readers

RAF b ssmmmrnethe 1341

Three Hercules aircraft have just (June 14) flown over our
villages (or rather over Air and Space Command, as we must
try to remember it is called, no longer just ‘Strike’ or as even
older residents remember:‘Bomber Command’) on their

farewell tour of the UK prior to their retirement at the end
of June. (Route shown on map) We have serving and former
members of the RAF in our congregation who remember
(with fondness or discomfort, we know not) travelling in the
back of these huge transporters of people and machines.

rees 1158

R weewans  Unsurprisingly, never having travelled in a
S Hercules we were thinking rather of the
s €Xcitement we gain from the frequent sightings
U i of such RAF ‘kit’ because of them being our near
s > = neighbours. Red Arrows flew over a few weeks ago,

and the historic flight zooms over from time to time.
Less exciting is the relatively frequent hum of a
Chinook, but who could forget the Spitfire circling our
Church on our Community Day?

Their replacement by the Atlas C.1 is apparently not without
controversy, a discussion which would itself be outwith the
expertise of this editorial team, but to mark their‘passing’
we bring you:

The Hercules!

Jane and Christopher Tyrer
Editor
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The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters, he

refreshes my soul.

| wonder, when was the last
time you found a quiet,
relaxing, peaceful place in
order to be refreshed by God?

The words of Psalm 23 are

probably already familiar to you.

Words written by the shepherd
boy who would be King, David,
as he faithfully cared for his
father’s flocks of sheep on the
hillsides outside Bethlehem.

His job would have involved a
lot of sitting around, and
keeping watch, both at day
and at night, time he used
wisely to write psalms, and
sing hymns of praise to God.
He was entrusted with the
welfare of Jesse’s livestock and

Psalm 23:1-2

he would have taken his
responsibilities seriously.

We know that David was
handy with a catapult, as he
proved at Goliath’s expense
on the battlefield, and those
skills would have been honed
in the fields of pastureland,
protecting the flocks from
wild animals.

It would also have been
David’s responsibility to find
good pasture for the sheep.
Grass to eat, water to drink -
he would have known all the
good spots, and as a good
shepherd, he tended the
sheep, and always had their
welfare in mind.




| found a wonderfully peaceful spot in the Lake District,
beside Ullswater lake recently, during a family break in the
Northwest. For 30 minutes | was alone on the shoreline,
listening to the water gently lapping against the rocks, gazing
at the extraordinary beauty before me, and it felt just about
as close to perfection as you could get. | closed my eyes, to
pray and to rest in God'’s presence, wishing that moment
would last forever.

| always find it easier to commune with God when lam
communing with nature. How about you?

Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd. He cares about his sheep, he
always wishes the best for us, and is concerned when we are
hurting, or have gone astray, away from the flock, struggling
alone. He loves to gather us up in his arms and take us back to
the fold, to encourage us to pasture in good places, which will
nourish and sustain us.

Why not find some time to sit and commune with the Good
Shepherd today?

Ullswater, Lake District
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THE CLEWER

INITIATIVE

The Clewer Initiative enables Church of
England dioceses and wider church
networks to develop strategies for
detecting modern slavery in their
communities and help provide victim
support and care. 200 years after the
abolition of the slave trade, there could still
be up to 136,000 men, women and children
trapped in modern slavery in the UK.

Beginning initially in 2016 as a three-year
project, funding has now been obtained
from the Clewer Sisters to continue until
2030. More formally known as the Order
of St John the Baptist, the Clewer Sisters

are an order of Anglican nuns who donate
generously to causes related to the
eradication of human trafficking. They
work at varying levels with most of the
Church of England’s 42 dioceses, hence
the involvement with the Mothers’ Union.

You will have noticed the giant chain of
knitted links on display at the back of the
church during June. This was made by
Mothers’ Union members in the Oxford
diocese to symbolise the number ;
of unseen victims of modern , l'\ (—
slavery across Oxfordshire, E Ty
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire.

What does modern slavery look like?

You may have walked past someone being forced to beg and
then hand over their takings. You could have been sitting
next to a child on a train who's involved in county lines

drug trafficking. Or perhaps you've been served in a
restaurant, had your nails done or your car washed by
someone who has had their passport taken and

must hand over most of their wages to their abuser.

How do you know who picked or packed your fresh

flowers or fruit and veg and how they are being

treated? Any one of these seemingly trivial day to day <
events could involve a victim of modern slavery. T




It contained 752 links in total,
representing the estimated
number of victims in our
area. Our branch in
Hughenden contributed to
the total seen in the display,
which remained in the church
for two weeks before being
moved to another church.

Ann Gee
Hughenden
Mothers’ Union

Mothers’ Union Visit

A group of 14 of us had a very enjoyable and
enlightening visit to the family run Collings Hangar
farm at Prestwood. We were welcomed by Virginia,
who gave us a brief resume of its main features.

They rear organic Sussex cattle for M&S, and pigs for
farm gate sales: Herdwick sheep from a neighbouring
farm also spend time on the farm. The land is mainly
permanent pasture and all the feed for the cattle is
home produced. There is a traditional orchard and
four areas of semi-ancient woodland in which they
keep their Tamworth pigs.

As we made our way round the farm in their very
comfortable purpose-built trailer, Virginia
entertained us with accounts of their animals and the
reactions of inner-city school parties who had never
been in the countryside before and seen an actual
cow. It made us realise what a lovely part of the world
we live in and how fortunate we are. We were also
made aware of the problems caused by dogs straying
from the footpaths through the farm and the
increasing problem of large numbers of roe deer.

When we returned to the farmyard, we visited an
adjoining garden where Virginia’s neighbour grows old
world plants in raised beds for use in artisanal spirits.

We then had tea and cakes in their beautiful barn which
has been restored using timber from their own trees
in the wood. We also met ‘Harry’ the in-house lamb.

We left with feelings of amazement that farmers are
prepared to work 18-hour days, 365 days of the year
to be self-sufficient and still be amusing and upbeat
about their life.

Ann Gee
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Project
Possible

Big cbwqe cowmes from swal beginvings.
It just veeds a spark ..

At Project Possible, our belief is that when overlooked
communities throughout the world acquire new skills and have a
restored sense of self, they can overcome barriers in their lives and
step into the ‘fullness of life’ that Jesus promised.

Over a period of thirty years, we have recognised that within these
small communities lies a rich resource of creativity, gifts and ideas
that when harnessed enables people to make their own futures
better than their often-challenging pasts. Through our Spark Projects,
we help individuals access that resource and empower them to use
their ideas and abilities to become self-supporting.

To show the difference your
support is making, we have
included highlights from three
of our Spark Projects which are
now complete. All the
individuals whose stories we are
sharing with you are successfully
utilising their gifts to provide for
themselves and are building
sustainable livelihoods.




The Good Food
Apprentices of
Roodewal

The Determined

Women of
N’'Djamena

In South Africa, a group of young men
who have been restored from drug and
alcohol addictions or had been badly
affected by membership of street gangs,
were supported to gain skills so they
could find meaningful employment.

In Chad, three young women were
supported with start-up funds to set
up small businesses, so they could
develop a stable financial base for
their futures.

One of the young women, Eliane,
faced some challenges early in her
business, but is now generating
modest profits, with a steady demand
for her goods. She sells everyday
products such as soap and staple
foods to customers in her own
neighbourhood. She has also
supplemented her regular income by
trading in maize - a vital crop in
Chad. As well as her two business
activities, Eliane, continues to study
in Law.

A couple of the men trained in food
catering and others in horticulture. It was
a great success, with Freek and Alrick
demonstrating commendable energy and
initiative in developing our partner’s
catering business. The two men have excellent
cooking skills and have been mentored in
all aspects of business management.

Two other young men, Granville and
Carlton, are set to graduate their training in
horticulture. As they were studying, they
simultaneously gained work experience on
a farm where they are already producing
high-quality vegetables! Their college
trainer describes them as outstanding
students. With qualifications, their next step
will be finding employment on a local farm.

The income she now earns allows
her to meet her daily needs and has
even made enough to start a small
savings pot.

Eliane says: “l am very proud of my
activities. The Spark Project gave
me hope to believe in myself and in
-% my abilities. It offered me the key
sem that allowed me to flourish and
now with my profits | am able to
support my Mum and Dad.”
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The Adept Based in Ecuador, this Spark Project
Artisans of supported a small group of adults with

disabilities who are working to escape a life
H of poverty and social isolation. The project
Sa nto Dom ! ngo equipped them with materials and tools so
they could take part in specialist crafts

training so they could produce high-quality products and sell them
in local markets.

One of the individuals to benefit was Adolfo Leonardo. With the
training he has received, he is now creating screen-printed fabrics
as well as making loom bracelets. During the year he had to
overcome health problems suffered both by himself and his son.
The income earned from his work has proved invaluable in
providing for his family and contributing to the high costs of
medicine and therapies for the two of them.

The hope for the future is
that Adolfo Leonardo and
the others will continue to
develop their businesses
and continue to earn
respectable incomes,
something that was
previously denied to them
because of their disabilities.

By taking action as a church community and investing in overlooked
communities around the world, you are being their spark, and we are
overjoyed to see that those who have completed their Spark Projects have
futures filled with possibility. Thank you, St Michael & All Angels, for your
support, and we hope that you, like us, found these stories inspirational!

To read more of our latest stories and to stay up to date with our work,
sign up today to receive our magazine and email updates. You can do this
by visiting our website www.projectpossible.org.uk or giving us a call on



MOTHERS UNION
Ploughman’s Lunch

4% July | 12.00 - 2.00 pm
in Church House & MU Garden

HAM & CHEESE SALAD | FRESH BREAD
HOMEMADE CAKES | TEA | COFFEE | RAFFLE

2 Any proﬁts oMU chiiitios
9.8 in the Oxford Diocese

ANNUAL
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is back again this summer and will
take place on the afternoon of —
Sunday 23 July in Naphill.

This is always a hugely enjoyable
event with sumptuous (bring and
share) food, swimming and plenty
of fun. Save the date now.

Contact Anu Thompson 07973
553291 for any information. Sign-
up sheets in Church.




M ARRIAGES

FUNERALS
JUBILEES &
CORONATIONS

a career with royalty

When | joined Thames Valley Police

(TVP) in September 1993, | never
expected my career to take the turn that
it did. After eleven years of working on
shift as a Police Constable and Sergeant |
joined the Operations Department in
Slough. We were merged the following
year with Windsor and so my planning of
the policing of Royal events began.

The 10 February 2005 was a normal day
in the office until Sky News announced the
engagement of Prince Charles to Camilla
Parker Bowles. We were told that the
wedding would be held a few months
later but had no idea that such an event
would occur in Windsor town centre. There
then followed all the wrangling about the
marriage and where it could take place. It
was decided that the wedding would be
held in Windsor Guildhall and that a
blessing in St George's Chapel would
follow on Friday 8" April. The planning
was in full swing. | was responsible for the

resourcing of the operation. You may recall
that shortly before the wedding took
place Pope John Paul Il died. Prince
Charles attended on behalf of The Queen
and the wedding was postponed to the
Saturday. The Guildhall already had four
weddings booked for that day. These were
honoured and so we had to plan the
facilitation of the wedding parties through
the security regime. Can you imagine
dealing with the four brides and their
mothers? Fathers for Justice were an active
campaign protest group at the time. It
became known to us that they intended to
scale the Guildhall and drop a banner. As
well as rolling our police resources over
from the Friday to the Saturday, we had to
increase them to prevent the protest from
disrupting the occasion. Needless to say,
the Royal Wedding and the other four
weddings went off without a hitch. The
dancing priest - who would later disrupt
the Formula 1 Grand Prix, the Olympic
marathon, and Britain's Got Talent - made



an appearance but was prevented from the
spoiling the day.

2008 was a particularly busy year. In March,
the State Visit of French President Nicolas
Sarkozy took place. The President arrived
and stayed at Windsor Castle. This involved
a carriage procession through Windsor
accompanied by the Sovereign’s Escort
provided by the Household Cavalry. | had
no idea that five years later my youngest
son, Jacob, would join the Life Guards
Regiment within the Household Cavalry
and become involved in state occasions.

One Saturday in June, President of the
United States George W. Bush and the First
Lady visited Windsor Castle for their 'farewell’
tour. They arrived by helicopter but still had
the huge motorcade in support. Their visit
attracted a protest by 'Stop the War".

The following Monday was the annual Order
of the Garter Ceremony within Windsor
Castle, which was attended by members of
the Royal Family and Former Prime Ministers
with troop movements through Windsor.
The next day was the first day of Royal
Ascot. The members of the Royal Family and
their guests all leave Windsor Castle through
the gates at the top of the Long Walk and
travel by car to the changeover point where
they transfer to carriages before the
processing along the course in front of the
grandstand with a crowd of up to 80,000. As
you can imagine, this is a large and complex
policing operation covering the five days of
Royal Ascot.

By this time, we had already seen the
increase in the threat from terrorism with

an

the attack on the World Trade Centre in
2001 and the London bombings in 2005.
The counter terrorism measures meant
additional complexity and resourcing for
these types of events.

The next most significant event to take
place in Windsor was the Queen'’s
Diamond Jubilee in 2012, with a tri-service
military tribute including a fly-past.
Months of planning took place ahead of
the event. Thousands of troops, aviators
and sailors marched up the Long Walk to
the Castle with The Queen taking the
salute in The Quadrangle. We had planned
for crowds to attend to watch the parade
but had not anticipated the draw of the
fly-past. The attendance was double what
both the police and local authority had
planned for, bringing Windsor to a
standstill. This was the largest event in
Windsor for decades and influenced the
planning of events to come.

& Nickand Jacob
on parade




)

In 2016 The Queen celebrated her 90"
Birthday with several events taking place
in Windsor. The Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh visited the Royal Mail delivery
office to mark 500 years of the postal
service then went on to open the
bandstand in Alexandra Gardens. The
‘walkabout’ was the largest of the events
in terms of policing. The Queen and the
Duke walked from the Castle to the
Guildhall where they alighted into an
adapted Range Rover that they were able
to stand in as they were driven through
the streets of Windsor, lined with
thousands of well-wishers. A pageant
involving 900 horses was held within the
castle and shown on large screens on the
Long Walk attracting thousands.

All these events were to be eclipsed in
2018 with the wedding of Prince Harry to
Megan Markle on 19™" May. The planning
of this was on a scale not seen before. My
main role in the planning phase was to
act as the police liaison with media whose
demands and requirements were forever
increasing. On the day of the wedding, |
was in the Windsor Castle control room as
the liaison with the Thames Valley Police
Commander for the operation. Over 2,000
officers were deployed on the operation.
The Roads Policing Commander was
entrusted with ensuring that all the VIPs,
guests, the hairdresser and organist could
get through the traffic and not be late.
Over 100,000 people attended the Long
Walk to watch the service on large screens
and the married couple as they made
their way through Windsor in an open
horse-drawn carriage.

Then followed the weddings of Princesses
Eugenie and Beatrice in October 2018 and
July 2020. Beatrice’s wedding took place
in the Royal Chapel with the reception
within the Royal Lodge both in the Great
Park. These were new venues for such
events bringing with them added security
concerns.

All through this time the planning for the
funerals of the Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh continued with the intensity
and scrutiny of our plans ever increasing
as the years went on. We were one of
many stakeholders with responsibility for
the delivery of the operation. The Earl
Marshal, The Duke of Norfolk is
responsible for the plans. Over the years |
was involved in many meetings and
exercises to ensure that our plans were
ready. This included attending
Buckingham Palace on several occasions. |
always had a wry smile when leaving, with
members of the public taking photos of
us with no idea who we were.

| was the lead planner for Thames Valley
Police for the Royal funerals. My first
introduction to the plans was in 2005,
when my then Inspector was about to go
on leave and informed me that should the
demise of any members of the Royal
family occur whilst he was away the plans
could be found in a locked filing cabinet.
So much has changed since then.

Nick Reuter

Part 2 to follow next month:
‘The momentous events of 2021-3’
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Life on the Wild Side

With memories of the sheer joy and
pleasure we found during our previous
(and first) safari, in Botswana, several
years ago, we took off in May, with great
enthusiasm and expectation, to visit
Namibia. It was a venture we'd planned
over time and undertook in the
knowledge that we are extremely
privileged to be able to have such an
experience.

Formerly South-west Africa, Namibia, as a
result of considerable missionary work is
an evangelical Christian country. Bordered
on the west by the Atlantic Ocean, it
shares land borders with Angola to the
north, Botswana to the east and South
Africa to the south. Its name derives from
the Namib desert, the oldest in the world.
It means ‘vast place’and, having travelled
round its dry, dusty lands for two weeks,
we won't disagree.

The region was first explored by the
Portuguese in the 1480s but not
extensively until the 19% century,
principally by Britain, Germany and
Sweden, in what historians have termed
the‘scramble for Africa’and in 1884 it
became a German colony.

At the end of WW1, Namibia fell under
South African rule (and mismanagement)
and did not gain independence until
1990. Falco, our Namibian guide, was
fearful that his country is now

‘sleepwalking into neo-colonialism;, under
relentless Chinese investment and
influence.

Our triangular journey began and ended
in the capital Windhoek (windy corner). A
city of sharp contrasts, skyscrapers
blending with and rising high above
historic buildings, you would, were you to
fly-in, fly-out, gain little insight to
Namibia'’s rich geographical, economic,
ethnic, or cultural differences. Or, that this
young country remains united under one
flag, results from the optimism, vitality,
humility, openness and tenacity of its
diverse peoples.

‘Ululation’is truly something to behold.
Used as an expression of deep sorrow or
jubilation, African women move their
tongue rapidly to produce a long,
wavering, high-pitched vocal sound
resembling a how! with a trilling quality.
Thankfully for us, it was family and friends
we heard celebrating a newly wedded
couple as they posed for photographs on
the steps of St Mary’s Cathedral,
Windhoek. What a wonderful welcome to
Namibia.

Now, an international group: 4 Brits, 2
Americans and 2 Czechoslovakians, we
faced the first of several long days in the
Land Cruiser (“Don’t call it a bus!”). Driving
south, we passed through Reheboth, into
the Kalhari Desert, to reach the Bagatelle



Kalahari Game Ranch, situated in the
Mariental, after six hours!

In the evening we enjoyed our first game
drive in the reserve, viewing a variety of
animals such as giraffe, kudu, zebra, oryx,
blue wildebeest and eland (all of which,
the wildebeest excepted, Roger enjoyed
at various meals during the holiday. Julia?
None!) The stars of the show, however,
were the meerkats and two white rhinos,

one of which sniffed and nuzzled the front

of our vehicle for several minutes before
boredom got the better of him.Then, as
the sun sunk slowly behind the dunes, the
day ended with a sundowner,
refreshments and Namibian snacks, as we
contemplated the shifting colours of the
landscape in the changing light cast over
the Kalahari.

The following day, another long journey
took us to the deep south. A harsh, but
ultimately rewarding environment,
Sossusvlei is one of Africa’s natural
wonders. With towering sand dunes (the
largest in the world), some rising over
1,000 feet above the surrounding Namib
Desert, we chose to climb (in truth were
led up) the one named ‘Big Daddy’ (says it
all). At this point, Falco insisted on two
things, 1) we climb bare foot as any
footwear would immediately fill with sand
and 2) we walk in elephant fashion (but
more about them in the next article). It
was a dry, hot and extremely windy day,

and the sandblasting our legs underwent,
as we negotiated the ridge, was as
unnerving as it was unpleasant, an
imminent tumble down the side a
constant preoccupation.

About three-quarters of the way to the
top, we had suffered enough so, with a
sharp turn right, we dug our bare heels
into the soft sand and gleefully, some
noisily, hurtled down the side of the dune
to the valley floor below. At the bottom
we found ourselves in the Deadvlei, a
dried out natural water pan with its dead
acacia tree trunks rising to a cloudless,
blue sky. Not quite lunar in appearance,
but without doubt, wondrously and
spookily other worldly.

Roger and Julia Grant



Last month | wondered
whether the transplanted
bee orchids would flower
in our churchyard. They
have indeed. Beautifully!
Now | wonder whether
they will regrow next year,
and/or whether they
might seed and establish.

N afture
vest

A crane fly was trespassing in my room, not causing much
trouble, just minor irritation. “There’s nothing for you in here,
mate!” | thought, and scooped him up in my hand, opened the
window and threw him out, to drift freely on the breeze to go
and do what happy crane flies do ... What do they do? | don't
know and | didn't much care. Out he went and | quickly shut
the window. But in that instant, instead of merrily dancing
into the distance, he was back in my room and keeping just
out of arm’s reach. | never did catch him. Or was he a her? A
reminder of my ignorance about crane flies, and indeed of
most such creatures.

We all love butterflies and especially the first ones each Spring
and the multitudes in mid-Summer. The last year or two
there’s been great encouragement to grow pollinator plants
and to allow verges to grow their weeds (sorry, wildflowers),
and No Mow May was a great idea during May, but mowing
the deep grass in June makes a much bigger job. However, it
seems to me there are very few butterflies this year, despite all
our encouragements. Maybe that very cold week last Winter
was too much for them, just as it has been for some quite
tough garden plants and even some bushes.

In the absence of butterflies, I've been attracted to moths this
year. One advantage is that they will sit still with their wings
open and pose for the camera, whereas butterflies rarely stay
still and even then, they tend to close their wings and hide their
finery. Some especially obliging moths have settled on our
conservatory windows, for long enough to be photographed
both topside and underneath. A practical snag with moths is
that there are over 2,000 UK species and few people can name



-
Alder Leaf Beetle
(agelastica alni)

even the common ones, and that certainly
includes me. So it was a personal triumph to
be able to identify the mint moths (also called
Small Purple and Gold pyrausta aurata) in our
herb garden (see picture). They're quite small
(less than 1cm) but pretty. | don't recollect ever
seeing them before, but probably it's a case of
not noticing them before: subtle difference!

The other small moth pictured is a Small
Magpie (Anania hortulata). They lay their
eggs on stinging nettles, but | don’t think
we're going to grow nettles in our garden
even for such smart moths.

Some creatures are very fussy what they’ll
eat and where they lay their eggs. Amongst
some lush vegetation in the park was a
young alder bush and on it were about 20
metallic blue-black alder leaf beetles
chomping holes in its leaves, but not one
beetle on any other plant. They're well-
named, but our mint moths were on the
sage plants and not one on the mint!

The streetlight outside our house always
attracts a few flies mesmerised by the
dazzling light, but in summer months
sometimes there are bigger ones: big moths
or beetles or what? | dream of popping a
huge net over the lamppost and catching

Mint moth (also called
Small Purple and Gold)
(pyrausta aurata)

these exotic creatures! Not realistic! But it's
set me thinking of setting moth traps (a
brightly illuminated box to lure night-
flying insects for examination). Maybe we
should do a moth evening event at church,
similar to the Bat Walks.

What goes on in the mind of a crane fly? (Or
its thoughts if any, or its subconscious, or its
unthinking deep instinct?). Why does it
perversely fly back into the house where it
will surely starve? The attitudes and activities
and reactions of non-human creatures are a
mystery, and for me a fascination. In Regents
Park | walked past a heron, not more than 10
feet away: it didn’t even blink. On the other
hand, the robin in our garden watches me
attentively, as | might just unearth an insect
or worm. And the pigeons on High Street
coo expectantly at every human, not
distinguishing those who feed them and
those who definitely wouldn't. In the bible
(Job chapters 38 to 40) Job is challenged by
God, asking him about the amazing and
inexplicable mysteries of His creatures and
the earth itself. A reminder that for all Job's
education and knowledge and experience
he was still very ignorant! And so am I!

Mike Hill
nature@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk
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3 Score Years
and 10 )

June saw two significant Church anniversaries
but, this time, they related to two living,
thriving and dedicated church members - Neil
Brice, our organist and Arthur Johnson, our
Parish Clerk and Verger.

The anniversaries were for their birthdays: 70t
for Neil and 75" for Arthur. Arthur’s was on the
Sunday, the 11t June and Neil’s on the following
Tuesday, the 13™ June. At a memorable
Evensong on Sunday the 11" June, both were
praised for their longstanding dedication to St
Michael & All Angels, and each was presented
with a gift from the congregation, together with
a rendition of ‘Happy Birthday' Neil played
Arthur’s; Ben Brice played Neil’s.

A larger than usual choir was in good voice.
Psalm 147 included the verse:‘O sing unto the
Lord with thanksgiving; even if that verse
required the services of a harp, which we could
not quite get round to sourcing. One of the

Neil Brice

Arthur Johnson

hymns was ‘Disposer Supreme; a
hymn whose accompanying melody
was harmonised by Ralph Vaughan
Williams and which speaks of
entrusting GOD's riches to ‘frail
earthen vessels’ - which hardly
describes either of them.

We know a little of Neil's history
through an article, written for the
December 2022 issue of the magazine,
by (I suspect,) Susan, because Neil is
the last person to promote himself. He
started to play the organ at St Michael
& All Angels in the 1970s, when the
Revd Peter Bullock-Flint was Vicar and
was formally appointed Organist and
Choirmaster in 1982. He plays at the
9.00 am, most of the 11.00 am services
and at Evensong at 6.00 pm. His wife
and son support him by singing in the
chaoir.

Arthur is another appointee of the
Revd Peter Bullock-Flint, becoming
Verger and Parish Clerk and
occupying the accommodation part
of Church House. It's a moot point
who started first, but we think that
Neil’s initial voluntary playing at the
request of the Reverend Peter
Bullock-Flint gives him a lead by a
short head, if we may use an
expression from the Turf ... Since



then, Arthur’s duties have
been legion - from
services on Sundays to
arranging the Church for
marriages and funerals,
church cleaning and
maintenance, as well as
being the point of contact
as well as the fount of
knowledge for what to do
and how to doiit.

So - it's a huge thank you
from us all and very best
wishes. The after-Evensong
party in Church House
was a fitting token of our
appreciation as well as
being great fun.

Christopher Tyrer
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Church |
Flowers

Arranging flowers in church is a very enjoyable and,

certainly in my case, a very therapeutic experience. |
think most people find that having flowers in church
enhances the beauty of the building.

However, we are a very small team and although we all
love doing the flowers, we could do with some help. If you
feel you could join us, we would love to hear from you. You
do not need to be a‘Constance Spry’ (famous flower
arranger of days gone by) or to have had any special
training - if you love flowers and enjoy making them look
good in a container, | would love to hear from you. This
would not need to be done every week as with a few more
of us on the team, we would take it in turns. We have a
flower fund so expenses would be reimbursed.

I would be very happy to help anyone who just needed a
little more confidence in arranging flowers so please,
please do give it some thought and get in touch with me.

Sylvia Clark
07570 876530; sylviaclark919@btinternet.com

We are holding a Flower Festival at the church over the August bank holiday 26™,
27 and 28™ August with the theme ‘A Favourite Hymn' Contributors are invited to

interpret their favourite hymn using flowers and other materials. As there are
hundreds of hymns to choose from, we hope that there will be a variety of entries.

Refreshments will be served in Church House and the Mothers’ Union Garden. We
would be very grateful for offers of help with making cakes, serving teas (this will
be on a two-hourly shift basis) and stewarding, which would involve directing
visitors around the church and grounds.

There is a sign-up sheet at the back of church for those who wish to do an
arrangement and for those who would be willing to make a cake or help on the days.
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Packing Up in Peru

Moving house from one country to
another is becoming ever more
common, and many of us have family
living abroad, but moving
internationally is still a big upheaval for
everyone concerned. Our family in Peru
are in the throes of preparing to move to
England as | write this and will arrive
here in early July. Our son and daughter-
in-law have spent sixteen years living in
Lima while working with Church Mission
Society, and their three daughters were
all born there, so this is a huge change
for them.

So, what have they all been doing to get
ready for the big move? Well, as far as the
girls were concerned, the most important
thing to do was to find a good new home
for their beloved rabbits, Jasmine and

Cottontail. It's taken some time but I'm
glad to report that the bunnies will soon
have a new family to live with. Apart from
that, the two younger girls sat down to do
all their jigsaw puzzles so they could
decide which ones to keep and which to
sell or give away. Their parents meanwhile
have been booking extra luggage for the
flights home, arranging to sell the car and
furniture, organising air freight, obtaining
documentation to confirm they have no
criminal record, and a hundred and one
other things.

To make the most of their remaining time
in Peru, Paul and Sarah took the girlson a
special trip in May to see some of the
country’s most famous sights. They flew
first to Arequipa, known for its beautiful
colonial buildings made of white volcanic
rock and for its sixteenth century Santa
Catalina convent, then moved on to
Cusco, capital city of the Inca empire. The
highlight was of course visiting the Inca
city of Machu Picchu, travelling by train
from Cusco through the fabulous scenery
of the Sacred Valley to reach the famous
ruins in their stunning mountain setting.

Other fun activities for the girls included
taking partin a chocolate making
workshop, where they ground cacao with
a pestle and mortar, sampled different
types of drinking chocolate and poured
liquid chocolate into moulds to make
their own special treats. As a souvenir of



their Andean holiday, they
each chose a traditional
poncho to bring with them to
their new home.

They will all be sad to leave
their many friends in Lima, and
they in turn will be much
missed. Family friends have
organised farewell parties for
them, as have all their
neighbours in the block of flats
where they live. Their church, in
a disadvantaged suburb of
Lima, had a special farewell
meal for them, and each of the
girls has had a party organised
for them by their schoolfriends.

The family have a rented house
to live in when they return, and
the girls have school places. It
will be different for them in
England in many ways. They
will be living in a much quieter
environment than in their city
flat and the girls will only need
to speak English at school. It
will take them a while to
adjust, but we trust they will
soon settle and enjoy their new
surroundings. We shall
certainly enjoy seeing them

more often!

Charlotte Tester

Growing Hope
Gala Dinner

Almost a hundred people gathered at St Andrew’s
church for Growing Hope High Wycombe’s gala
dinner on May 20 Dressed in our best, we enjoyed
a drinks reception, followed by a delicious dinner.
Later, local band The Haystacks, featuring our very
own Nia Sherrington on violin, played such lively
music that many of us took to the dance floor,
rounding off a very enjoyable evening.

During the evening there were opportunities to take
partin an auction and a raffle, as this was the spring
fundraising event for the charity, and after
expenses, around £9,000 was raised in total. We also
enjoyed learning more about their vital work.
Growing Hope High Wycombe provides free therapy
sessions for children and young people who would
otherwise be on long waiting lists for treatment.
They have been providing both speech and
language therapy and music therapy, and in July an
occupational therapist will also be joining the team,
enabling even more children in the Wycombe area
to receive the therapy they need. Further
information is available at growinghope.org.uk

We look forward to the next Growing Hope event!

Charlotte Tester
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A Tale of Two Cathedrals

Dublin is famous for a number of attractions - 1152. Since then, inevitably, it has
Guinness (as in‘a pint of’) being one of the been expanded, partially rebuilt and
most immediately recognisable. But did you finally and definitively restored in the
know that the city also boasts two functioning  late 1870s. It provides daily oral and
cathedrals? sung services, baptisms, weddings,

funerals, confirmations, ordinations
St Patrick’s and Christ Church Cathedrals vie both  and consecrations, as well as being

for being the older and the principal of the two. an excellent venue for concerts,

Our excellent guide when we visited in March receptions and exhibitions.

sings in the choir of Christ Church, so he might

be said to be partisan in the debate. However, it Its principal attractions include

is indeed with Christ Church that we will begin. ‘Strongbow’s Tomb, he being Richard

de Clare, who captured Dublin in
Christ Church Cathedral, the Cathedral of The 1170 and heralded the start of 800

Holy Trinity, in its first formation, was built in years of British rule in Ireland and St
about 1030. It is Church of Ireland / Anglican / Laurence’s heart. St Laurence
Episcopal in foundation. Its two founders, King ’ O'Toole is the patron saint of

i Dublin and he died in France in
1180. His heart was brought to
Dublin where it was venerated
until 2012, when it was
stolen. Discovered again
in 2018, it has been
restored to its place.

Sitruic ‘Silkbeard’an Hiberno-Norse monarch of
Dublin and Flannacan Ua Cellaig, King of Breda
to the north of Dublin, had paid a visit to Rome
in 1278 and gained their inspiration from
thence. It began as a Benedictine
foundation, was briefly answerable to
Canterbury and finally was established as
an Archbishopric under
Laurence O'Toole in about




St Patrick’s Cathedral dates from 1220, St
Patrick having baptised the faithful from
and in an adjacent well. It describes itself
as the National Cathedral of the Church of
Ireland and is a member church of the
Anglican Communion. It is the larger of the
two cathedrals. There are many depictions
of the saint, especially attractive are the
stained-glass windows.

In the 15% century a war broke out
between two principal families - the
Butlers and the Fitzgeralds. The feud
culminated in both sides taking refuge in
the Cathedral and arguing through the
Chapter House door. Eventually, Gerald
Fitzgerald thrust his arm through a hole in
the door (it is an exhibit — the door, not the
arm) to make peace and the Butlers
accepted it and peace resulted.‘Chancing
your arm’is a common expression said to
be in consequence.

Jonathan Swift — author of Gulliver’s
Travels — was Dean between 1713 and
1745. His pulpit is still on display. One
exhibit is his death mask, another a mask
of his skull and, Ies§

oy

gruesome, a copy of his sermon entitled
‘Sleeping in Church!He preached many
(very lengthy) sermons, particularly on
social injustice and he is buried under the
Cathedral floor.

So, two cathedrals have grown and
witnessed in the same city. History seems
to relate that Christ Church is the senior
cathedral in terms of time and title. St
Patrick’s was, originally, a collegiate church
but was raised to cathedral status in the
13t century. This caused some issues in the
physical appurtenances concerning the
appointment of the Archbishop. In around
1300 a‘composicio crucis’—a

peace treaty — was drawn up

which provided for both

cathedrals to be diocesan

cathedrals. Thus, the joint status

of each and both has been
preserved. | am unaware of
any other such arrangements.

Christopher Tyrer
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The Jackson Brodie books by Kate Atkinson
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There are now 5 Jackson Brodie novels written by Kate
Atkinson whose literary fame began with ‘Behind The
Scenes At The Museum’in 1995. She has won many awards
and indeed has had her work translated into the medium
of television. | am definitely having a moment with her
books. | have read (and loved) 1.‘Case Histories,, 2.One
Good Turn) 3.“When Will There Be Good News?, 4.‘Started
Early Took The Dog; and number 5, which is a new treat
waiting for me, ‘Big Sky'. This is such satisfying, enjoyable
reading which I really needed, having just read Margaret
Atwood’s ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ Oh, my goodness, such
dystopia. However, we won’t go there just now. Suffice it to
say that | won’t be reading the sequel (‘The Testaments’) or
catching up on the TV series.

Jackson Brodie is the ex-army man, ex- police and security
and now private investigator with a problematic and
complicated past. There are so many layers to his character
that Kate Atkinson could write many more books with him as
the main focus. He is tough but hugely empathetic. He
wonders quite how he arrived at where he is in life. Does life
happen to you, or do you live and die by your own
decisions?

It struck me that | find many similarities between this writing
and that of the author Elly Griffiths (she of the Dr. Ruth
Galloway and DCl Harry Nelson books). | think it is partly the
author’s ability to write humorously just under the surface.



There is much humour to be found
in everyday life but you have to be
prepared to look for it and here, as
the reader, you are complicit in the
joke. Sometimes it is ironic,
sometimes quite dark but on
several occasions, particularly in
‘Started Early; | did laugh out loud.
In this particular Jackson Brodie
book, we meet the character of
Tracy Waterhouse. She is recently
retired from the police force, not
quite sure what to do next with
her life, single, overweight and a
classic over-thinker. She reminded
me considerably of Ruth Galloway
and the way in which both writers
allow us into the minds of their
characters. Quite frequently you
recognise the thoughts and
empathy flows. As for Jackson
Brodie, well, most readers,
particularly females, find seeing
the softer side of a tough male
character very attractive.

I think it is very clever, intelligent
writing that allows humour into
novels that are to all intents and
purposes detective stories; crime
novels. In Kate Atkinson’s case she
fills the stories with fractured
worlds, missing girls and a degree
of violence. Brodie, always in the
middle of it all, is a solver of
mysteries whilst often feeling that
he remains a mystery to himself.

In‘When Will There Be Good
News? you are presented with
what seem to be a disparate set of

characters and
circumstances.
Atkinson’s skill is to knit
them all together such
that the pattern is
revealed to the reader
gradually, not allowing
the plot to unravel all at
once. Done well, this
adds tension to the
writing and keeps the
reader excited all the
way through.
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These Jackson Brodie
books are the sort of
novels that find me
looking forward to
going to bed, to sink
into that half hour, or
more, of delightful,
uninterrupted reading.
These books are all
available cheaply as good second-
hand copies from Amazon and other sites. |

truly recommend them to you. As always, the
greatest pleasure is derived from reading them in
order.
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The late Fay Weldon, in a review | recently read,
commented that Kate Atkinson bridges the gap
between commercial and literary fiction. | agree
with her and am quite clear in my head as to
what constitutes literary fiction. | find | can
recognise it but please don't ask me to define it.

Enjoy your reading.

Susan Brice
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PCC Report

Our Parochial Church Council met on 3™ May.

Here is a summary of the business which took place:

The following officers have been appointed for the next year:

« PCCTreasurer: Brian Morley

« PCCSecretary: Susan Brice

« Standing Committee:
Chair: Frank Hawkins, Julia Grant, Clare Godfrey,
Keith Johnson, Brian Morley, Ben Sharp

« Electoral Roll and Assistant Treasurer: Arthur Johnson

« Parish Safeguarding Officer: Roger Grant

+ PCC Deputy Chair: Clare Godfrey

A final decision regarding the purchase of a marquee for the MU garden has
been delayed, pending wider discussions by the newly appointed Vision
working groups.

Update on repairs following January break-in: the kitchen window had been
repaired in Church Cottage and all the guttering replaced. Diocesan approval is
needed for the stained-glass window artist who would deal with the damaged
window in the nave. A new carpet will be laid in the North Room.

Discussions took place regarding the improvement of toilet facilities.

A new church noticeboard at the foot of the church path has been approved at
a total cost of £1,692.

There was a further discussion about our urgent need for a youth and children’s
worker. No applications were received for our position, when advertised
previously. Alterations to the advert, and other revisions will be considered by

Helen and Keith and brought to our next
PCC meeting on 6™ July.



D¢ The Rotary Club of

Princes Risborough

One of the most important activities of the Club is to raise money for, and to
provide support to local organisations and individuals needing help, we
have also continued to do what we can for Ukraine. To these ends, as this
Rotary year nears its end on the 30" of June, our recent focus has been on
supporting the local youth and elderly. For some time we have been
involved with the Princes Risborough Youth Club which offers a great facility
for the young people of the town but also for young Ukrainians, helping
them to integrate into their new surroundings. This year the Club’s annual
children’s art competition has been a great success involving approximately
1,300 children from 8 local primary schools. On the 5" of May we helped
organise a Coronation lunch for 30 over 65’s at the Princes Centre, and we
have also continued to support the more than 200 Ukrainian refugees being
hosted by families in the town and surrounding villages. Most recently we
are working to assist a Rotary District project to provide equipment for
emergency operating theatres that are being developed in Ukraine.

The concept of Rotary in 1905 was friendship and companionship, which
continues as our Club’s objective. We are a sociable group of men and
women, and our regular Monday evening meetings aim to achieve that
objective. For instance, a group of 14 of us visited our Twinned Club in
Wasserburg in Bavaria in mid-May, for a delightful long weekend. If you
would like to help us contribute locally and internationally, and might be
thinking about joining, visit our website with a view to coming to one of our
meetings to see if it might interest you. Additionally, if you know of any local
causes that would benefit from our support, or you would like to donate to
our Charity Account, please use the contact details below.

We would love to hear from you.

You can contact us at: rcpr.org.uk or call the Club President, David White

on 07787 750889 or email: david@dhwhite.plus.com




Vanilla Cream Terrine
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This lovely

weather takes my

mind completely off cakes, hot food

and spending lots of time in the kitchen! Yet life goes on and we
enjoy having family and friends to share food with, so | look for
dishes that do not take long to make. This terrine is an easier
version of the Italian panacotta but not as rich, with yoghurt. The
recipe is from the original book of Delia’s Summer Collection.
When using gelatine in a recipe, it always needs care in the
preparation, as if you add the gelatine mixture to very cold
mixture it will go stringy and unpleasant.

In this recipe it is served with blackcurrant coulis and raspberries,

which can be fresh or frozen. But it will be delicious served with any

summer fruit coulis and fresh fruits or even the coulis, such as

raspberry or mango, that you can buy in bottles in the supermarket. Julia Grant



For the terrine:

425ml whipping cream

75g caster sugar

1% x 11g sachets of gelatine powder
425ml Greek yoghurt

2 tsp of vanilla extract

For the coulis:
225g blackcurrants

75g caster sugar

Terrine

. Begin by placing the gelatine in a cup together

with 3 tbs of the cream and leave to soak for 10
minutes. Place the rest of the cream in a
saucepan with the sugar and heat gently until
the sugar has dissolved (it is important not to
overheat the cream at this point).

. Next add the soaked gelatine to the warm

cream and whisk everything over the heat for a
few seconds and then remove from the heat.

. In a mixing bowl stir the yogurt and vanilla

together. | prefer to have taken the yoghurt out
of the fridge a bit before, so it is not too cold.
Then pour in the gelatine mixture through a
sieve and mix thoroughly. In this recipe Delia
used a plastic container but | prefer a metal
one, as it is easier to dip into warm water to
remove if it sticks at all. Pour all of the mixture
into the container, cover and chill for at least 4-
6 hours or preferably overnight until set.

Coulis

. If using blackcurrants remove any stalks and

then sprinkle with the sugar and leave to soak
for 30 mins. Then sieve them into a bowl; they
can be processed if you find this easier. Check
you have added enough sugar and pour the
fruit puree into a jug.

. To serve the terrine, turn it out onto a plate.

Arrange some fruits on the top and spoon a
little coulis to decorate. Finally add some mint
leaves to the top.
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From the
Potting Shed

I always think my garden looks best at the end of May. | love the way
the forget-me-nots grow just where they wish but then of course they
die off and eventually need to be pulled out and there we are, properly
in summer. | love the greenery and the growth but sometimes | find it a
little more challenging than springtime. This is probably because | tend
to buy just what | fancy and | don’t pay too much attention to exactly

when the plants will flower.

Last year, | remember Ruby coming and asking me
for some flowers to take into school just before
the end of term; there was very little there. Ruby
was rather annoyed and | was a little upset, so I've
tried to do better this time. Cosmos does the job
nicely together with salvias. | added a few more
roses and | grew some stocks, nigella and
cornflowers from seed. I'll be ready for Ruby this
time round. How about visiting a local garden that
is open to the public? It can be a nice day out and
it might give you some interesting new ideas for
your own little patch.

Happy gardening, my dears

Cecily MacGregor

Jobs for July

1.

Deadhead bedding and
perennial plants to prolong
flowering.

. Support tall plants and

climbers to protect them
from any July storms.

. Eat courgettes while they are

young. Picking will encourage
more fruit.

. Use water butts as often as

you can rather than tap water.

. If you have a compost bin
turn it regularly to aerate it.

. Damp down the greenhouse

to increase humidity and
deter red spider mites.
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What’s On at 5t Michael & All Angels

July 1st&3rd

4 12.00 Mothers Union Ploughmans Lunch:
PIPM - church House 9.00 am Choral Communion

23 1.00 pm Annual Church Barbecue: Naphill 11.00 am Service of the Word

6.00 pm Evensong (Sung)
August

Mothers Union Coffee Morning:

1 10.00am Church House 2nd 4th & Sth
18 12.00 pm Wedding of Emma Gill & Edward Labinski: !
COPM Church
26 _12'28 ;2 Flower Festival: Church 9.00 am Matins (Sung)
27 10.00am Combined Communion Service: Church 11.00 am Family Communion
6.00 pm Evensong (Sun,

12.00 pm Flower Festival: Church P g (Sung)
-4.30 pm _|_ d
10.00 am - uesdays

28 .39 om Flower Festival: Church Y

11.00 am Holy Communion (Said)
Regular Groups

Hughenden Community Singers One morning service is usually
live-streamed on Sunday. Find it

Mondays from 7.30 to 9.30 pm. No need | ©n our website, or on the church
to be able to read music or to have sung YouTube chanﬂel: ouctlubehcomé
before, and no auditions. Under-18° ughendenchura
welcome with parents. Contact Liz on

07768 790029 or evmoseley@btinternet.com

Friendship Morning

This is a get together in Church House on the third Thursday
each month at 10.30 am. Primarily for those who are
bereaved, who live on their own or who are lonely. The
emphasis is on companionship and the atmosphere is light
and cheerful. Contact Penny Austin on 01494 529596.

Tiny Tots @ St. Michael’s

Tiny Tots @ St. Michael’s meets every Thursday in term time from
9.30 - 11.30 am in the North Room. Come for chat, play, craft and
refreshments. Included, every second Thursday of the month, will be
the Tiny Tots Service, a time of fun worship in church. For details
contact Helen Peters - helen.peters@peters-research.com




Lectionary .

'SALMS 60.2—62.6
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2" : Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 22:1-14

Romans 6: 12-23

Matthew 10: 40-42

Evensong: Psalm 27

: Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 24: 34-38

Romans 7: 15-25a
Matthew 11: 16-19 & 25-30
Psalm at 9.00 am: 145
Evensong: Psalm 56
2 Samuel 2: 1-11 & 3:1
Luke 18:31 - 19:10

: Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 25: 19-end
Romans 8: 1-11
Matthew 13: 1-9 & 18-23

Evensong: Psalm 60

2 Samuel 7: 18-end

Luke 19:41 - 20:8

: Seventh Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 28: 10-19a

Romans 8: 12-25

Matthew 13: 24-30 & 36-43

Psalm at 9.00 am: 86

Evensong: Psalm 67
1 Kings 2: 10-12 & 3: 16-28
Acts 4: 1-22

: Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 29: 15-28

Romans 8: 26-30

Matthew 13:31-33 & 44-52
Psalm at 9.00 am: 119: 129-136

Evensong: Psalm 75
1 Kings 6: 11-14 & 23-end
Acts 12:1-17




® Keith Johnson

. Vicar

Home: 01494 257569
Mobile: 07772 642393

keiththevicar@gmail.com

Day off: Friday

Parish Office administrator: Lynn Brooks

Home: 01494716772
Mobile: 07792 118357

helen.peters@peters-research.com

Day off: Monday

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 07928 536543

9.30am-12.30 pm

office@hughendenparishchurch.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister David Tester

563354 Captain of Bellringers

Andrew Ottaway 07899 986644

Churchwardens Julia Grant 565746 Safeguarding Officer  Roger Grant 07909 960938

Frank Hawkins 565050 Church Library Alison Gieler 562473
Parish Clark & Verger ~ Arthur Johnson 521471 Creche Rota Ali Skillen 07709 487101
Church Notices & Website Ben Brice 445899 Social & Outreach Antony Rippon 07747 643270
PCC Secretary Susan Brice 445899 Mothers'Union Parish Link Louise Stallwood 712705
PCC Treasurer Brian Morley 528633 Hughenden Village Hall - 07815 163269
Organist & Choirmaster Neil Brice 445899 Naphill Village Hall Norma Clarke 563116
Servers Andrew Cole 305020 Friendship Morning Penny Austin 529596
Church Flowers Sylvia Clark 562801

All numbers are High Wycombe area code (01494) unless otherwise stated.



to know God's love,
and to share that love with everyone.

| pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge — that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Ephesians 3:16-19

Our aim is that all may know Jesus Christ,
become his lifelong followers,
and grow into mature members of the Church.

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16

Our Church family will actively contribute
to the life of our local community.

Our Church activities & facilities will be accessible and
we will welcome all with warm and generous hospitality.

www.hughendenparishchurch.org.uk
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